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Asha for education, Seattle Chapter
PO Box. 2407
Redmond, WA 98073-2407

Half Yearly Information Survey 

Section 1

Name of the organization:

Rural Development Trust,

Date of establishment:

7th February 1992

Location: 

Rural Development Trust is located at Thiruporur in Kancheepuram Dist,but the school for the Migrant Telugu Children is established in Navalur-Egattur, Kancheepuram Dist. 

Description of area:


Navalur is at distance of 40kilometers from the city of Chennai and 90 kilometers from Kancheepuram. There are nearly 19,000 Telugu families migrated from Andrapradesh and Orissa, seeking livelihood and employment. It is three years since they migrated to this place. apart from Navalur they are also found in Chemmanjeri, Sirucheri, Kumaran Nagar, Kelambakkam, Solionganalur, Perungudi and Thuraipakkam.

Many of them have come on contract basis for construction work and many are engaged in road pavement, factories and industrial estates and even in educational institutions.  All of them are Dalits, belonging to Scheduled Caste and scheduled Tribes. All of them are landless laborers and live under the poverty line. They generally take shelter in small huts and some of them in their working place and some of them in the roadsides. 

They do not have even the basic facilities like drinking water and access to road, schools and health care centers etc. This people are not coming under the census of the government. They are oppressed and exploited by the owners, contract personnel and other non-migrants in the society.  Few of them are undergoing even sexual abuse. The migrant parents are helpless and do not arrange for their children’s safety. Parents expect elder children to look after the younger children and babies and the house.   

The children between 4 to 18 are unable to get their education and there is no Day-Care center for the children below 4 years. Near by Tamil medium schools cannot give them admission since they do not have required books and teaching aids in Telugu language. Parents and the government do take necessary actions to promote education for these migrated Telugu children. These factors very badly affect the teenage children, girls and the youth. Hence, they turn to become addicts to several bad habits and become undisciplined. 

Description of project:

Rural Development Trust has initiated a educational program for the Migrated Telugu people in these areas. With a help and support of Asha for Education, Seattle Chapter,  Rural Development Trust has 

Started a Day-Care Center, Primary school and a middle school at Navalur from 3rd June 2005.                         Systematic education, Nutrition, primary health care, welfare, recreation, and the other facilities are the concerns of this school. Telugu students have the access and privilege to learn in their own language Telugu through this school.  

Current contact person 

Mr. T.K.Elumalai

Current Address
 

Rural Development Trust,

No. 32, Old Mamallapuram Road,

Pillaiyar Koil (opp)

Kannagapattu, Thiruporur-603 110.

Kancheepuram District. 

ruraltrust@yahoo.com

Current Phone number

+91 44 2744 5392 

+91 93823 11792

Section 2

Name of Village where school is being held:

Navalur-Egattur

Special School for Migrant Telugu Children

Egattur (Behind Panchayat Office)

Navalur (via)

Padoor P.O

Kancheepuram Dist – 603 103

How did you start working with the migrant children in your community? 

Rural Development Trust is serving efficiently in Thiruporur especially among children. Local villagers have brought to our notice the Migrant Telugu Families. We were keen to help them and arranged a general survey and met with the migrant families. We have come to know that these children are school dropouts. These children couldn’t be admitted in any other local schools since there was a language barrier. Children were the most affected victims of migration. 

Rural development Trust has taken this matter to Asha for education, Seattle Chapter. Asha fervently looked into the case and came forward to help and support. Asha gave HOPE. Migrant families were highly excited to have a school, run in Telugu language. With the help of the local people Rural Development Trust has started the school in June 2005.   
How many children are enrolled in your school (as of December 2005)?

One hundred and ninety seven are enrolled. 

How many Girls?
Ninety five 

How many Boys?

One hundred and two.

What are their ages (age range)?

From 2 years to 14 years (i.e. from day care center to standard 8th)
Overall School Attendance Percentage:

95%

Medium of Instruction:

Telugu, however English is also taught as a subject, as is Tamil. 
How many Teachers do you have?

Seven Teachers.
What are the skill levels of the teachers? (For example: 12th standard pass, etc.)

	S. No
	No of Teachers
	Skill Level

	1
	2
	12th Standard

	2
	2
	11th Standard

	3
	2
	10th Standard

	4
	1
	Graduate


All of them have come from Andrapradesh, are staying in the same village, and serve. They are all very committed towards the task. 

Have the teachers taken any teachers training programs? If not, when do you plan to implement these programs?

Yes.  All of them have taken Two days teachers training programs. Every month there is review meeting held for the teachers which also a time for the teachers to learn and reflect. Next week a exposure visit is arranged for the teachers where they get to see another Telugu school in Andrapradesh, which helps them to have a feed back on themselves and to plan further for the development of our school. 
What skills did the students already know when they joined you? (Example: Previous education in class 1, 2 or 3)

47 of them have discontinued their studies in standards 2nd to 8th and 150 of them had never been to school. 

Personalities of the children? What is the children’s social outlook? 

Except for their status as migrated children, they are very good. They are very grasping and creative. They are active and energetic. They really perform well in their studies. Only being under the poverty line has been a obstacle for them to grow and develop. If only we create opportunity for these children, they will reach the heights and their future will be bright and constructive. 

How do the children see themselves?

They are beginning to cultivate a very positive outlook and are gaining self-esteem. They see themselves as happy as never before. They are happy that they too can have access to education, hygiene that once was not within their reach. They are hopeful that they can change things around them. Most of all the education they acquire will help them not to be ignorant rather wise and intelligent. They are confident and looking positive.

How is the children’s health and nutritional needs taken care of ?

Utmost care is taken to prepare nutrition meal under hygienic conditions to feed the children. Vegetables and greens are alternated with rice and dhal to provide the required calories to the children. Periodical medical check up is organized to see that the students are kept at the best of their health. Children are healthy and active through out the year. children are taking part in both indoor and outdoor games and develop their abilities and excel during the competitions.
How is education viewed by the other residents of Navalur village (non-migrant-workers)?

What are their expectations around education?

Residents of Navalur see the education program as indispensable. They have identified the significance of education in one’s life. People do render cooperation and moral support. They are happy about our help and support toward the migrant children to have their education. Even the local panchayat leaders and the teachers of nearby Tamil school are happy about our educational proagram and give a wholehearted moral support.

People are eager to get the same to the Tamil schools as they have been impressed and influenced by our school. 

Do you use any evaluation systems to gauge the children’s learning? (Ex: Half Yearly exams, Annual exams, etc.). Please give details of latest exam or evaluation:

Yes. We have evaluation systems to trace down children’s education. Monthly tests, quarterly exam, half-yearly exam and annual exams are conducted. Apart from this, revision tests are also conducted before the exams. Day-care children do not have written test rather they have oral test where the memory is realized and the recreational activities are noticed. Quarterly and half-yearly exams for the current academic year have already been conducted. 

Last exam was half-yearly, conducted in December. 131 students, belonging 1st to 8th standards, have appeared for this exam.  117 of them have passed their exams. Special attention is paid on 

those who have failed and special coaching is given to them.  Exam papers are kept and the records maintained. Students are given progress report.

Are there any language barriers to learning?

No. Since the lessons are taught in their own mother tongue Telugu, students don’t have any such language barriers. 

How have the children changed since enrolling in your school?

On the whole, students show lots of improvement in their studies. Students are more punctual than when they first joined. They do their assignments without fail. There is a remarkable attitudinal and behavioral change seen the students’ lives. 

Section 5

Current total income of your project and details of funds from other sources:

Rural Development Trust has no sources other than Asha for education, Seattle Chapter.      

Percentage of funds being sponsored by Asha:

100% funds for the school for the migrant children, are sponsored by Asha alone.
What do you think is the overall effectiveness of this project over the past six months?

Overall effectiveness on the project is really very good and encouraging. There is a lot of positive and good responses. We are taking more efforts to improve academics, as there is always a scope. 

Anything you would like to say to us:

Please continue to help and support toward the cause of education. Rural Development Trust along with the Students and teachers of the school likes to thank Asha for all the help and support. We want you to know that the lives of children are really being transformed. 

Chemenchery and Kelambakkam are the villages where the number of migrants are increasing rapidly day by day. In these two villages alone there are more than 300 children. So the need for another Telugu school is of necessity. Local villagers and the Panchayat leaders have approached us on this regard. We would like you to bring this to your kind notice and looking forward to your esteemed suggestions.  In case of any more details please let us know.
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