DETAILED REPORT OF THE SEMINAR held on 28th January 2013

(A different seminar for the migrant communities where parents and Children came and expressed their immediate needs like education, health, maternity care, registration of child birth, freedom from violence and exploitation)
RURAL DEVELOPMENT TRUST, 

THIRUPORUR

1. Introduction:
Children live in two worlds namely home and School. They enjoy their childhood if they are nurtured properly respecting their child rights enshrined in UNCRC. Children of the migrant laborers do not enjoy their childhood since they are migrated from their home land. The poor socio economic background of their parents enforces them to experience unwanted childhood where they experince scorching heat, unhygienic environments, poor sanitation, less time for play, no education and so on. The growing number of issues of the migrant children makes them build low self esteem and in future they feel that they are useless to aim at good position. To bring out the issues of migrant children, many kinds of programs are conducted by RDT to alleviate their problems and to create a joyful child hood for all the migrant children irrespective of caste color and creed.  This program was planned as the culmination of number of current year programs in lieu of the social life of migrants.  
2. Background of the Seminar:

Rural development Trust (RDT), which works with migrant children identify many issues of migrant children and enumerate the steps to solve them with collective efforts. The support to give education to migrant children started in 2005 and journey with migrant children brought out more related issues of the migrant children in Tamil Nadu. 

Children who belong to the age category of 6 to 18 are found in the construction sites without attending schools. Children of 15 to 18 years have started to earn money neglecting their school education. The money in the hand of the children demotivates them to pursue their studies and lead them to follow the foot steps of their parents. Schools in and around the construction sites teach the lessons in Tamil where as these children do not understand Tamil and become alien to the local schools. Migrant children build low self esteem and their low personality does not allow them to achieve any goal in future. Children belonging to the age category of 0 to 5 are kept in the construction sites. It was common to see pegnant women who are working hard till their delivery. Babies in cradles and toddlers playing in sand and cement dust are exposed to health hazards. We all believe that child labor is abolished and Right to Education Act is implemented in India there fore no child is out of school. It is a human right violation of a child’s right to education according to Article 21A of the Indian constitution. It is explicit to see thousands of children spend their joyful childhood in the construction sites without atteding schools. 
Children are also at high risk of being victims of all kinds of health related issues. Infants are vulnerable in their environments and the pollution levels are high. No vaccination is administered to any child in the construction sites. The construction companies take no social responsibility to arrange any medical camps in the sites. Children are having respiratory problems, skin diseases, frequent cold, cough and fever, anaemic and related hazards. The situation of the pregnant women is still worse and they are vulnerable in many ways. Poor housing, poor environmental conditions, no safe drinking water, no sanitation facilities make children get frequent sickness. Children are victimized to many communicable diseases in their living areas. 
Children are easily beaten as they come out and play with other children. They do not speak the local language and they feel inferior to the neigbors. All the questions asked in their villages are not understood by the migrants. Children do not feel free to play. They are kept in a poor condition where their culture is made fun. 
A thought for conducting seminar came to RDT and the same was discussed in the board and it was brought to the notice of like minded NGOs in Kanchipuram District.  
3. Need for the SEMINAR:

As it was learnt that migrant children are exposed to many kinds of hazards, a solution for all these issues were discussed in many different phases. NGOs who work with same cause suggested bringing out all the issues in one forum where government officials could heed to the issues and migrant children get justice. At the first phase, seminar on bonded labor and child labor was arranged in Thiruporur on 22nd December and in Manampathy on 26th December 2012. The representatives who took part suggested conducting a Seminar in Chennai. 

RDT along with its team members discussed on the same topic and decided to conduct a Seminar in January 2013. This decision was conveyed to some of the networking bodies like unorganized workers’ federation, TamilNadu, CRY, Chennai, For You Child, Chennai and T.N.FORCES, TamilNadu. All the chief functionaries of these organizations expressed the need of organizaing Seminar in January 2013. A thought came to contact the persons from NCPCR. 
It was informed to National Commission for Child Rights Protection (NCPCR), New Delhi to permit the organization to Seminar. It was told that the representatives come on 4th week of January 2013. The officials in NCPCR took a week and informed that January 28th was convenient for them to come to Chennai for listening to the miseries of poor migrants.. They also told that Mrs.Nina Nayeek, Member from NCPCR and Mr.Ramanath Nayeek, the consultant from NCPCR would attend the Seminar. 
4. Planning session for SEMINAR:

It has been decided to conduct Seminar on the issue of migrant children in chennai on 28th January 2013. A planning meeting for the seminar was conducted on 7th January, 2013 at 3.00 P.M in unorganized workers’ federation ofice at Purasaivakkam, Chennai. Mrs.Geetha from NMPS, Prof.Shanmugavelayutham, TN Forces, Mr.Selvakumar, Samakalvi Iyakkam, Mr.Elumalai, RDT, Mrs.leelavathi, unorganized women federation and Mr.K.A.S.Melson, the social work researcher took part in this planning meeting. The participants proposed to conduct the seminar in ICSA, Chennai. It was decided to conduct 6 sessions in between the inauguration and recemmendations. Topics proposed were Education, health, Nutrition, welfare boards, labor laws, child labor, living conditions, basic amenties, safety, accidental deaths and child protection. 

After this official meting, the representatives of each organization went around chennai and finalized ICSA center for conducting the public hearing. The list of the resource persons were also fixed based on their experiences oinnthe field of children. Advocate Henry who is responsible for Right to education in Tamilnadu was contacted to speak in view of education. Dr.Chandra was contacted to speak in view of children’s health. Dr.ShanmugaVelayutham was contacted to speak on child protection.  
5. Preparation for the SEMINAR:
As it was planned for public hearing, RDT made field trips to bring out burining issues of migrant children. Mr.K.A.S.Melson, the social work researcher was asked to make a scientifc study of the health issues of migrant women especially the ante natal care and post natal care of pregnant women in Kanchipuram District. Migrant construction workers in Egattur, chemmencherry Tope, Ammapettai, akkarai Village, JPR Nagar and Thiruporur. House visits were made with the support of the team members and important issues were focused. Migrant workers also believed that their issues will be brought to genearl public and justice would be attained at the end. People were outspoken and they were pouring out all their problems to the experts. The team of RDT convinced all the workers and told them to attend the seminar . 
6. Orientation to the migrant workers on Seminar:

All the migrant parents were called to Egattur Special School on 25th January 2013 for orientation. Mrs.Geetha from Unorganized Workers’ federatiion, tamilnadu, mr.Chandran, President of Unorganized workers’ federation and volunteers were there to see how people bring out their issues. Mrs.Geetha explained the persons who would come on the day to hear the issues. Mr.T.K.Elumalai, the managing Trustee of RDT explained that migrant workers may get solutions for all the problems that they face in ethir living places. 

Parents along with their children came and poured out all the plights that they experiencce in the construction sites. They also told that their children are experiencing sorrowful child hood in the construction sites. All the migrant workers were informed that all their issues were put on the papers to submit to the government offcials. They were also told that they should appear on the day to witness their issues. All of them told that they would come to chennai and express their grievances.  
7. Seminar in Chennai:

Seminar on Migrant Children took place on 28.1.2013 Monday from 10.30 am to 5 pm at JeevanJothi Hall, ICSA Centre, Egmore, Chennai -8. MsNeena Nayak, Member NCPCR delivered Inaugural address and Dr.RamanathNayak delivered special address in the Seminar. Migrant Children – Worker parents – Experts and Social Activists shared experiences and views in the Seminar. The participants numbered nearly 300 Children & Worker parents and included Child Rights organizations and Trade Union:

Mrs.Leelavathi president from Women rights federation, TamilNadu welcomed all the reosurce persons and all the participants of the day. Mr.Chandran, president of TamilNadu construction workers’ union gave presidential address and stressed those migrant workers will be guided to get all their human rights through this program. Dr.Gabriel, Women Rights Forum from Madurai addressed the gathering and told children are the future. They need to take their position in the society. She explained how migration started due to world war-II and narrated their sufferings at the time of migration. Mrs.Geetha, National Secretary of unorganized workers’ federation gave an introductory talk. She told that the house of the migrant construction workers do not have nay doors. Children are kept in the houses in an unsafe condition. She also enumerated all the problems that migrant children and their parents face. Mr.Vidyasaran from UNICEF came and spoke on the child rights. 
Mrs.NeenaNayeek, member from NCPCR spoke in local language. She told that she would like to visit some of the sites and make witnesses to the issues. She also told that she has taken some days to listen to the issues and sit with government officials to find solutions for the issues. She also assured that justice would be done to all the people who have issues. She also mentioned three categories of children. They are 0-6 years, 6-14 years and 14-18 years. She told that 300 million families migrate every year in search of work. She also explained the task force for the elimination child labor. Mr.Ramanath nayeek, consultant from NCPCR told that 76 children were rescued from kanyakumari District in 2010. He told that migration is a right. Upper class people migrate for the best scope. The lower class also migrates for their livelihood. Migration takes place as a part of economic activity. To prevent children from child labor, poor housing, poor sanitation and unsafe drinking water, a public meeting like seminar needs to be organized. He also narrated a case history of a girl who was room arrested in Delhi. He also told how NCPCR rescued the girl from that danger. 
Dr.Shanmugavelayutham, State convener of T.N.FORCES told that TamilNadu state has action plan for the migrant children. If they are implemented as planned ahead, the issues of migrant children may come down drastically. Mr.DevaNeyan, Educationist who works with brick kiln workers came and told that schools do not admit the children of brick kiln workers. Recently 95 families came to work but all of them were denied of school admission. Mr.Bosco, from Aide et Action told that 990 children from Orissa came in 2012. No polio drop was given. They have no facility for receiving education. Dr.Chandra, former Director of Institute of Child Health addressed the gathering. She told that 95% of diseases cannot be recovered by pills. She told that no child is born with under weight in Vellore. It was not so in the previous years. She asked all the pregnant women to eat well and to take rest. She also advised not to work after the 7th month of pregnancy. Mr.Henry, from People’s watch addressed the gathering and assured that he would rectify few problems on the spot. He is a state representative for RTE. He told that 18 children were admitted in Salem after the public hearing on 13th January 2013. He also gave the mobile number 9994368571 in view of registering complaints if admission is denied in any schools for migrant children. Dr.Krishnamurthy from CRY spoke that child rights are never considered in the country. Only 10% of population of migrant families attends school. Mrs.Antoniammal spoke on child rights. She mentioned that May Day was commemorated in view of working for 8 hours. Now children work more than 12 hours. It is the violation of the child rights. Mrs.Sidamma, Sarpam workers’ union, Chennai spoke on the isues of Irula community. Mr.Muthu Advocate of High court spoke on legal aspects in view of migrant children. Mr.K.A.S.Melson, a social work researcher presented a paper on the issues of Ante natal and post natal care of migrant pregnant women. 
In between every sharing of the experts, migrant workers were there to brief their petitions in the public. Mr.Mohan from Egattur narrated how his child who was 4 years was raped and still he was not given relief assistance. Mrs.lakshmi from chemmencherry told that she finds it very difficult to consult a Doctor. She was not allowed in government hospitals. Mrs.mamtha from Chemmencherry told that she was not given any vaccination during pregnancy. Mrs.parvathy and Lakshmi from chemmencherry told that they need day care center in their places. Mrs.parvathy from Egattur told that their children need to get education after VII standard. Mrs.Jothi and Lakshmi told that they need day care center. Mr.raju and Gopinath told that they need hospitals. They also told that they should be given work with proper registration. They have more problems like rent accident relief assistance and so on. Mrs.Sunna from Hirannanthini told that she needs to get ration card to get free rice. There were persons from brick kils and other related migrant labors. They too narrated the same issues which are pertained to migrant construction laborers.   
After listening to the issues of all the children and the parents, Mrs.Neena Nayeek and Mr.Ramanath Naeek left for visiting the sites in order to know the realities.They told that based on their observations in the field they could meet the government offcials for solutions. Recommendations to the government departments were enumerated and based on that the following days were planned. Mr.T.K.Elumalai of RDT proposed vote of thanks to all the eminent resource persons and genera; public. The public hearing came to an end at 5.00 P.M. 
The issues raised in the Seminar:

	Participant group
	Place and district
	Issues and problems

	Inter State Migrant children and Construction worker parents from Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
	Egattur, Kancheepuram district
	· No access to child care hence sibling care  

· SSA only till 7th standard and the school has no mother tongue education, so drop outs and child Labour

· Pregnant women and children have no access to health leading to home deliveries.

Case study

A 5 year old Dhanam kidnapped  from the home with no doors and raped in the nearby location in the night and the case registered, the culprit booked under Goondas Act and case pending and only Rs.10,000 relief given.

	Inter State Migrant children and Construction worker parents from Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
	Akkarai, Kancheepuram districts
	· No access to child care hence sibling care  

· No child census done till now hence child labour

· Pregnant women and children have no access to health leading to home deliveries.

	Inter State Migrant children and Construction worker parents from Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
	SemmencheriThoppu, Kancheepuram district
	· No access to child care hence sibling care  

· SSA only till 7th standard and the school has no mother tongue education, so drop outs and child labour

· Pregnant women and children have no access to health leading to home deliveries.



	Inter State Migrant children and Construction worker parents from Thiruvanamalai and Odisha
	AthipattuPudhunagar in Thiruvallur district
	· No access to child care hence sibling care  

· Lack of safe transport facility to access school which leads to drop outs and child labour

	Inter district Migrant children and Brick  Kiln worker parents from Villupuram
	PudhuChathiram, Thiruvallur district
	· No access to child care hence sibling care  

· Lack of safe transport facility to access school which leads to drop outs and child labour

Pregnant women and children have no access to health leading to home deliveries.

	Inter State Migrant children and Brick  Kiln worker parents from Odisha
	Thiruvallur district
	· No access to child care hence sibling care  

· Lack of safe transport facility to access school which leads to drop outs and child labour.

Pregnant women and children have no access to health leading to home deliveries.

	Pavement children  (Tribal) in Construction work from Andhra Pradesh 
	Ayanavaram, Chennai  
	· Having lived on pavement for 30 years

· No shelter in spite of Supreme Court order on Shelter 

· No ration card

· No basic amenities like drinking water 

· Access to only paying toilets so open defecation.  

	Slum children with Construction and contract workers in Harbors& domestic worker parents 
	Sathya Nagar near War Memorial, Chennai
	· Fear of evictions and displacement to Semmencherietc which would deprive them of education and health facilities and parents.




In brief

· Migrant Labourer’s Children face exploitation in Big Construction sites, Brick kilns and Rice Mills etc with violation of RTE Act and Discrimination while their basic needs such as education, completely Child Care food and Health have been neglected

· Lack of Anganwadis and creches leading to sibling care 

· Denial of education facilities in mother tongue leading to Child Labour

· For inter district migrants, no transport facilities to go to school and no transfers allowed

· No access to PDS leading to purchase of all provisions in open market at high prices.

· PHC facility denied to Migrant Children and Pregnant Women Migrants, leading to home deliveries and total lack of Govt health care for Migrant Children

· Unnatural Deaths of Children on sites and accidents due to lack of Child care – nutrition, lack of amenities, housing and safety provisions.

· Rape and Sexual Assaults on girl Children 

· Registration in TNCWWB denied to Migrant Labourers even though cess / levy is collected from Construction sites leading to denial of benefits to Migrant Children

· Displacements leading to denial of education, health and food rights to slum children 

·  No shelters provided to children on pavements

· Slum children fearing evictions and displacement to far off places 

· Rescued Irula child bonded labour not provided with release certificates, community certificates or rehabilitation 

At the end of the sharing of experiences and views of experts in the various sessions as outlined in the Program Schedule, following Recommendations were made in the Concluding session:

To achieve normal growth and development of migrant children, the following measures should be immediately implemented by Government of Tamil Nadu 

1. To prevent exploitation and to provide identity, education – health – food rights and formation of inter Departmental migrant cell to Migrant Child Labour there is urgent need for the state govt. to implement Draft Action Plan on Migrant Child Labour evolved during the previous regime and not implemented.

2. Child friendly environment to be ensured in Parents  work sites / labour camps and residential areas

3. Registration of Migrant Labour families and ensure PDS – Education and Health facilities.

4. Right to Education of Migrant Children in mother tongue to be ensured upto 18 years

5. Setting up of crèches for 0 -3 and Anganwadis in Worksites and Residential Areas in Chennai, Tiruvallur and Kanchipuram Districts immediately

6. Antenatal, Post natal care to child bearing mothers, immunization to children and overall health care to be provided to Migrant Labour families.

7. Compulsory Registration of all Migrant Workers in TNCWWB without Revenue Department interference and through TUs and provision of crèche – Education, Mobile Health care & Medical camps by TNCWWB

8. Provision of Release certificates and Rehabilitation measures including caste certificates, Residential school facilities to rescued Irula Bonded Labourers of Cuddalore District, and filing of cases against the agent and employer; 

9. Enquiry into cases of trafficking of Irula Bonded children to various workplaces in Mumbai and states

10. Children census taken every year in the month of May/ December should include Migrant Children in villages, Construction sites brick kilns stone quarries rice mills etc.

11. CWC Monitoring of incidents of violence on Migrant Children

12. To form Interstate Migrant Cell for identification and tracking of Migrant children. 

13. Formation of Civil Society Monitoring Group on Migrant Children

14. Provision of shelters to pavement children in Chennai as per the Supreme Court order

15. Promotion of insitu development of slums and if necessary slum displacement to nearby areas and relocation to far off places should be stopped.

16. Child rights to be protected in resettlement colonies  

17. Proper implementation of Building and other Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act 1996 provisions and Supreme court orders for construction workers to cover Migrant Children including safety, abolition of child Labour, compulsory registration in welfare Board and amendment for special provisions on Migrant Children and for smart card to be valid all over the country 

18. Implementation of Inter- State Migrant workers’ Act 1979 and Campaign for amendment in the Interstate Migrant Worker’s Act to cover all Inter- state migrant workers and for special provisions on migrant children’s Education – Health – Food Rights 

19. Provision of PDS in bulk for 6 months to Inter District Migrants as in Maharashtra.

20. Govt Relief to be provided to Rape victims among Migrant Children

21. Identification of Bonded Labour in Construction, Brick kilns, stone quarries, etc through involving organisations working with Bonded Labourers ;  Steps to be taken in Tamil Nadu for Identification, Release and rehabilitation of Bonded Labourers. 
22. Campaign for amendment to Child Labour Act to ban all Child Labour with age less than 18 years and implementation through Mobile Courts Summary trials and Rehabilitation.  

Department wise Recommendations 

EDUCATION:
1. Children census taken every year in the month of May and January/ December should include Migrant Children in villages, Construction sites, brick kilns, stone quarries, rice mills etc in Chennai -  Kanchipuram – Tiruvallur Districts ( The existing census figures by Education Department have completely overlooked existence of majority of migrant children)

2. Right to Education of Migrant Children in mother tongue to be ensured up to 18 years  through SSA/ School program with Mid-day meals and other facilities – Provision of Telugu/ other language medium in schools located in Telugu/ other language migrant labour neighborhoods.

3. Insistence on community certificates for admission to be dropped since it is a regressive factor in education of Tribal and Dalit children

HEALTH:

1. PHCs and Govt health care programs including hospitals should not discriminate against migrant children, pregnant women and workers and provide health care facility to migrant children, pregnant women workers.

2. Health cards, immunization, medicines,antenatal, Post natal care and child delivery hospitalization facilities to be provided to migrant children and pregnant women workers 

3. Overall health care to be provided to Migrant Labour families and specifically Hospital on wheels facility to be made available to Migrant children and families.  

HOME:
1.  In the case of recently rescued Irula Bonded Labourers of Cuddalore District, cases against the agent and employer should be filed and that would be a deterrent - Provision of Release certificates and Rehabilitation measures including caste certificates, Residential school facilities to the rescued children.

2. Enquiry into cases of trafficking of Irula Bonded children to various workplaces in Mumbai and states.

3. Govt Relief to be provided to Rape victim among Migrant Child, Dhanam of Egattur

4. Cases of unnatural deaths of migrant children in workplaces/ labour camps, should be registered, investigated,  culprits brought to book  with severe punishment and relief provided to families ( Copy of Fact Finding Report attached)

LABOUR:

1. To prevent exploitation and to provide identity, education – health – food rights and formation of inter Departmental migrant cell to Migrant Child Labour there is urgent need for the state govt. to implement Draft Action Plan on Migrant Child Labour evolved during the previous regime and not implemented

2. Compulsory Registration of all Migrant Workers in TNCWWB without Revenue Department interference and through TUs and provision of Crèche – Education, Mobile Health care & Medical camps by TNCWWB

3. Proper implementation of Building and other Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act 1996 provisions and Supreme court orders for construction workers to cover Migrant Children including safety, abolition of child Labour, compulsory registration in welfare Board and amendment for special provisions on Migrant Children and for smart card to be valid all over the country .

4. Implementation of Inter state Migrant workers’ Act 1979 and Campaign for amendment in the Interstate Migrant Worker’s Act to cover all Inter- state migrant workers and for special provisions on migrant children’s Education – Health – Food Rights 

5. Strict implementation of Child Labour Act and rehabilitation of Rescued children and implementation of Minimum Wages in Construction, Brick kilns, stone Quarries, Rice mills 
6. Identification of Bonded Labour in Construction, Brick kilns, stone quarries, etc through involving organisations working with Bonded Labourers;  Steps to be taken in Tamil Nadu for Identification, Release and rehabilitation of Bonded Labourers.
SOCIAL WELFARE:

1.Crèches for 0 -3 and Anganwadis in Worksites and Residential Areas  should be set up in Chennai, Tiruvallur and Kanchipuram Districts  for Migrant Children immediately.

FOOD:
1. All Migrant Labour families should be provided with temporary PDS facility in Tamil Nadu.

2. Inter District Migrants should be provided with bulk provisions for 3/6 months as in Maharashtra.

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT:
1.  Food rights of slum childrenProvision of shelters to pavement children in Chennai as per Supreme Court order

2.  Promotion of in situ development of slums and only if necessary in public interest, slum displacement to nearby areas and relocation to far off places should be stopped in order to protect education – health children 

3.  Provision of Proper Education, Medical Care, Transport Facilities, Drinking water, Crèches’ in Resettlement Areas. 

4. A Temporary ration card should be provided for every migrant family.
8. Meeting with Government departments: 

Summary of Discussions ( as a Sequel to the Seminar on Migrant Children held in Chennai on 28.1.13 participated by NCPCR - Migrant Children – Parent workers,  Child Rights organisations& Trade Unions) in the Meetings of NCPCR Member Ms Nina Nayak& Consultant DrRamanathNayak with Officials of Various Ministriesin Tamil Nadu Government on 29th& 30th January, 2012,with Prof K.Shanmugavelayudham and Ms R. Geetha as observers

Department of School Education

Issues Raised by NCPCR:
1. Education Census not taken of Migrant Children numbering nearly a lakh in greater Chennai.

2. The sites visited by NCPCR had children with no nutrition or educational facilities. 

3. ChemmancheryResettlement colony school, un -hygienic and has not enough class rooms etc and unfit for proper education hence many dropouts.

4. Migrant children have no education facilities in mother tongue.

5.  The brick kilns run from January to July and so Census should be return January.

6. Motivated by NGOs, Migrant Children living on some brick kilns go to school but not provided with transport facility, so travel a few kms on foot.

7. Insistence of caste certificateand difficulty in getting caste certificate for irulatribes leads to Drop outs, Child Labour and Bondage among irula children in Cuddalore District. 

Responses from Officials:

1. That Census is taken 3 times a year and the figures are only 4000 for the state.

2. The Department will ensure that Lack of caste certificateswill not lead to drop outs.

3. The Department can provide transport facilities to Migrant Children

4. In Chemmancherry, TNSCB has to give us space and only then the school can improve.

Suggestions and consensus:
1. In spite of representations by NGOs the figures ( 4000 in the state) are very much lower than the actual number ( or even the immunization data) and there is discrimination against the children from other states, in villages, Construction sites, brick kilns, stone quarries, rice mills etc in Chennai -  Kanchipuram – Tiruvallur Districts hence proper census is to be taken in May and Dec/Jan  every year.

2. SSA and regular schooling should be provided in all the areas where migrant children reside.
3. Right to Education of Migrant Children in mother tongue to be ensured up to 18 years  through SSA/ School program with Mid-day meals and other facilities – Learning Materials in other languages - Provision of Telugu/ other language medium in schools located in Telugu/ other language migrant labour neighborhoods.

4. Transport facilities should be provided to Migrant Children living on work sites / brick kilns

5. Insistence on community certificates for admission to be dropped since it is a regressive factor in education of Tribal and Dalit children

 6. Counselors must be available to help and sort out problems with Migrant Children. 

7. the school in Chemmancherry resettlement colony has to improve in terms of classrooms, toilets, environmental hygiene, etc 

Department of Health

Issues Raised by NCPCR:
The migrant families are denied hospital and delivery facilities leading to home deliveries and there is lack of ante natal, post natal, immunization facilities

Responses from Officials:

1. Immunization is being provided to 35,000 migrant children and more need to be covered. 

2. Steps are being taken to provided Hospital facilities to migrant families

3. The Department will target to cover Migrant Children and families for Hospitals on wheels program

Suggestions and consensus:
1. Access to Govt health facilities should be provided to Migrant children and pregnant mothers

2. PHCs and Govt health care programs including hospitals should not discriminate against migrant children, pregnant women and workers and provide health care facility to migrant children, pregnant women workers.
3. Health cards, immunization, medicines, antenatal, Post natal care and child delivery hospitalization facilities to be provided to migrant children and pregnant women workers 

4. Overall health care to be provided to Migrant Labour families and specifically Hospital on wheels facility to be made available to Migrant children and families.  

HOME DEPARTMENT 

Issues Raised:
1. When Police Department rescued Irula Bonded children from Mumbai, no Release certificates were got and so no rehabilitation measures were carried out. No case was filed against the middleman and employer of the rescued bonded irula children from Cuddalore District

2. Enquiry is required into more Irula Bonded children trafficked to Mumbai

3. Relief to Rape affected child Dhanam

4. Unnatural deaths to be investigated and action taken on culprits (Report copy given to Home Dept officials)

5. Adequacy of staffing for implementation of child related laws

Responses from Officials:

1. Promised to take action against trafficking and in the specific case of Irula Bonded children from Cuddalore District to Mumbai and to take steps to get case registered and secure release certificates.

2. CBCID being the nodal agency to take action on POCSO, Trafficking, Child Labour, JJ Act and has designated officers in all Police Districts

3. Expressed willingness to conduct raidsin  construction sites along with Labour Department to investigate Child Labour

4. Victim Relief Fund order copy was given and that there is proposal to increase the quantum of fund.
Suggestions and consensus

1. In the case of recently rescued Irula Bonded Labourers of CuddaloreDistrict, cases against the agent and employer should be filed and that would be a deterrent - Provision of Release certificates and Rehabilitation measures including caste certificates, Residential school facilities to the rescued children.

2. Enquiry into cases of trafficking of Irula Bonded children to various workplaces in Mumbai and states.
3. Govt Relief to be provided to Rape victim among Migrant Child, Dhanam of Egattur

Department of Social Welfare:

Issues Raised by NCPCR:
No Child care facilities – Anganwadi for Migrant childrenin construction work sites, residential areas, Brick kilns etc in Chennai, Tiruvallur&Kanchipuram Districts 

Responses from Officials:

Willing to start anganwadis on construction sites and brick kiln areas provided the employer will set up the shed and other equipment
Suggestions and consensus: 

Crèches for 0 - 6 and Anganwadis in Worksites and Residential Areas  should be set up in Chennai, Tiruvallur and Kanchipuram Districts  for Migrant Children immediately, in co-ordination with Labour Department.

DEPARTMENT of LABOUR

Issues Raised by NCPCR:
1. Action Plan on Migrant children not being implemented

2. No Registration of Migrant workers in welfare Boards and no provision of benefits such as crèche , scholarships to children, medical assistance, maternity assistance etc, even though levy or cess is collected from the construction sites

3. No crèches for small Children and no education for older children among Migrant Children on sites visited by NCPCR team and ChildLabour reported on many sites.

Responses from Officials:

Action Plan on Migrant children is divided into 3 parts:

1. Registration process of Migrant workers is being worked out.

2. Inter State migrant labour committee is being worked out.

3. Registration of Migrant workers can not be done since according to the amendment in the Scheme in 2008, VAO verification is required which is impossible without residence proof. Hence some 

4.  Under BOCW Act 1996, State Rules were brought only in 2006 and officers appointed only in 2008. The Rules are being implemented with 4000 inspections, --- prosecutions, etc

There will be a separate wing of Factories Dept for implementation of BOCW Act and State Rules.

Suggestions and consensus:

1. ACTION PLAN on Migrant Children should be implemented in letter and spirit.

2. Interdepartmental committee should be set up for proper coordination to ensure child rights to migrant children

3. The Supreme Court order must be implemented by collecting 1% cess and compulsory registration of all workers in Govt constructions. Also  Registration of migrant construction workers in TNCWWB and other unorganized workers in other welfare Boards has to be done as during pre 2008,  by canceling the  VAO verification and allowing registration with application alongside age proof provided by Govt Doctor and submitted  through Trade Unions.

4. Under BOCW Act, sec 34 provides for Temporary living Accomodation to all building workers with separate cooking place, bathing, washing and lavatory facilities and this is being violated and Sec35 provides for  crèches in sites wherein more than 50 female workers are employed and there is violation in this as well as safety provisions. Hence BOCW Act implementing Officer Mr. Alagesan, Dy Chief Inspector of Factories has agreed to talk to employers and make them put up sheds with play equipment and one helper while ICDS can run the Anganwadi. The list of sites will be taken from Inspection reports, Health Dept and Organisations.

5. To prevent exploitation and to provide identity, education – health – food rights and formation of inter Departmental migrant cell to Migrant Child Labour there is urgent need for the state govt. to implement Draft Action Plan on Migrant Child Labour evolved during the previous regime and not implemented

6. Compulsory Registration of all Migrant Workers in TNCWWB without Revenue Department interference and through TUs and provision of Crèche – Education, Mobile Health care & Medical camps by TNCWWB

7. Proper implementation of Building and other Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act 1996 provisions and Supreme court orders for construction workers to cover Migrant Children including safety, abolition of child Labour, compulsory registration in welfare Board and amendment for special provisions on Migrant Children and for smart card to be valid all over the country .

8. Implementation of Inter state Migrant workers’ Act 1979 and Campaign for amendment in the Interstate Migrant Worker’s Act to cover all Inter- state migrant workers and for special provisions on migrant children’s Education – Health – Food Rights 

9. Strict implementation of Child Labour Act and rehabilitation of Rescued children and implementation of Minimum Wages in Construction, Brick kilns, stone Quarries, Rice mills 

10. Identification of Bonded Labour in Construction, Brick kilns, stone quarries, etc through involving organisations working with Bonded Labourers;  Steps to be taken in Tamil Nadu for Identification, Release and rehabilitation of Bonded Labourers.

9. Outcome of the Seminar:
1. Migrant workers had a chance to pour out all their issues in relation to their work in Tamilnadu.

2. SarvaShiksha Abiyan has seriously started to conduct survey of the migrant children in Kanchipuram District. 40 Block Resource teachers Educators have been appointed in Thiruporur Block, 43 Block resource Teacher Educators have been assigned in Kattankulathur Block, 50 Block Resource Teacher Educators have been asked to ttake survey in Thomas Mount Block and 40 Block resource Teacher eduvcators have been asked to take the details of school going children in Sriperumputhur Block. 

3. All the Block Resource Teacher Educators(BRTE) have done the survey after our pressure through Seminar and 847 children below the age category of 5 to 14 have ben identified through the sample survey. This survey was conducted from 13th February to 15th February 2013. This survey has been conducted for the first phase. The nuimber may increase in the forth coming phases. 
4. The team of RDT has done the survey of children below 5 years and 125 places have been identified for the establishment of Day care centers.
10. PRESS RELEASE after the seminar:
This seminar has given a positive impact among general public and media persons have covered the program and important information has been brought out in the dailies. All the government departments and the constructions sites have been made aware of the issue. The following dailies have brought out the news in detail. 
1. City Express, A supplementary of Indian Express dated on 18th Februray 2012 on the topic of “No child’s play for Chennai’s migrant children” (Page no-1)

2. The Times of India, dated on 19th Februray 2013 on the topic of “In TN, Kids of many migrant labourers still oit of school”(page no- 1) and on the topic of “No Educational Foundation” ( Page no-2) and on the topic of “SSA plans to keep kids in school fail” ( Page no 4). It is very excited to learn that the same newspaper has brought the issues in three pages. 
3. The HINDU has released news on the topic of “Survey to detail backgrounds of out of school kids” (Page no-4) dated on 18th February 2013. 

11. Follow up activities:
1. RDT along with team has decided to meet the government officials in connection with the issues raised during the seminar
2. It has been decided to remind NCPCR to conduct review after a month

3. It was decided to meet the construction site owners to establish sheds for the children who are eligible to be kept in creche

4. It is required to make the government officials to viist the sites and to know the progress of development works
5. Survey has been conducted by Block resource teacher educators at present. This has to be cross checked by RDT for the inclusion of all eligible children to get education.

6. RDT has to make efforts to include the left out children in all the construction sites

7. Like minded NGOs need to be organized and the same cooperation and colloboration is to be made available for the collective efforts

8. Cultural programs have to be performed to make the migrant community aware of their rights in their sites

9. Medical camps and pulse polio program need to be conducted  and preventive care is to be promoted

10. Informing the government about the ongoing developments of migrant commu nities in kanchipuram district

11. Making remiders about the promises that the government officials have made for the development of migrant communities 

12. Arranging special meeting with the organizations who have rendered support on the day of seminar.
13. Sending letters to all the stake holders to keep the entire development program on the track. 

THANKS TO ALL THE NETWORKING NGOs WHO WORK WITH DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN IN CHENNAI
Enclosures:

1. Study report of ANC and PNC care of Migrant pregnant women in Kanchipuram District

2. Preparatory conference for the seminar

3. Press release

4. Photographs
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