REWARD Trust
Activity Report for the Year 2014

Jan 2014 @ Sooradimangalam High School  
Teachers Kumaresan & Dilli Ganesh conducted a demo based class on Pressure & Density. It was well received. Later we were told that several teachers tried this out in their class rooms.

The Asst HM narrated his experiences and advised our teachers how to pay attention to children who need additional help with their learning.
Feb- March 2014 @ Pandur Higher Secondary School

A Function was held to disburse Incentives & SMART test Inter & Prestige Prizes.  Prof K Ramasamy of Central Institute of Classical Tamil & Dr K S Subramanian, Former Director, Asian Development Bank, did the honours along with the Pandur Panchayat President & the PTA President. 

Nerumbur, Pandur & Vilagam Primary School students gave a colourful cultural fete – dance & songs – which brought merriment & smiles in the audience, mostly comprising Pandur Village residents.
Pandur Higher Secondary School students presented a skit depicting the ills of drinking and how a child is determined to escape from these distractions at home, completes his studies with distinction & rank and how other children help reform the drunkard father.
The entire programme was well recd. 
Dr K S Subramanian was so impressed that, on the spot, he donated Rs 10 K for REWARD Trust. Some of our regular monthly donors, who witnessed the programme, doubled their contribution. The programme also attracted a couple of new donors to REWARD Trust. 

In the afternoon, the regular February month refresher programme continued.

March 2014 @ Manamai Adi Dravida Welfare Board Higher Secondary School

Kalavathi clarified the doubts teachers had on waves.


Sridhar worked out a few problems in Maths.

April 2014 @ Vengapakkam Higher Secondary School

The annual SMART test for teachers was conducted.  The teachers were given holiday assignment (see the attached sheet).


Dr Dakshinamurthy, a former student of Sridhar, Kalavathi & Megala, discussed the ways to take preventive care against and simple treatment for common ailments. He answered a lot of questions raised & promised to come again, after completing his PG course, to address specific issues.
June 2014 @ Natham High School


The teachers came prepared for the presentation of the holiday assignment – History of their neighbourhood.  For the first time all the teachers successfully attempted a power point presentation.


Dr Padmavathy of Archeology Department, 

Pon Dhanasekaran, Journalist with Puthiya Thalimurai - Kalvi, 

Arana Muruval, a Tamil Scholar,

Dr N V Chandra Shekar, Senior Scientist in IGCAR, Kalpakkam,

Ms Sabita, an Agriculturist specializing in Organic Farming and
Ms Shantha Kumari, a regular donor & Sridhar’s Sister

evaluated the presentation and provided critical inputs.  The amount of efforts & costs the teachers had put to go to various places in the neighbourhood and collect the data was well appreciated.  As a result, REWARD Trust had decided to give the teachers a higher incentive using these evaluations. REWARD Trust is planning to bring this out as a book.

It was interesting to find that Ananthi’s Mother-in-Law (70 +) took an avid interest in the reports prepared by the teacher, went through all the reports and gave her marks for them. She also contributes Rs 10k, annually, to REWARD Trust from her Pension. 

July 2014 @ Koovathur Primary School

The regular refresher classes took place with Kalavathi discussing Chemistry lessons and Sridhar discussed about the Atomic Structure.
             Sudhir from Malaysia & Vijay from Wipro attended the session.  

             Sudhir gave a presentation on how pump works and told about the various pumps working with the aid of gravity and without the need for electrical power

August 2014 @ Vayalur High School

Dr S Ganesamoorthy of the Crystal Growth Section, IGCAR, Kalpakkam, gave a lucid presentation on Crystals, Its Growth, Its Properties & Use. After the talk it was a delight to see students and teachers crowding around and seeking clarification. Several teachers, later, grew crystals of Sugar, Sodium Chloride & Potash Alum. One of the Commerce Teacher’s crystal appears in the website maintained by the International body Celebrating 100 years of Crystallography. You can see it at 

http://www.iycr2014.org/events/activities_for_schoolchildren/reward-trust-training-sessions.

Ms Subashree participated, along with her son Uday, in this session and shared information about & her experiences with schools in US.


The afternoon session was handled by Prof  Dr T Sengadir, Acting Vice Chancellor, Central University, Thiruvarur and a trustee of REWARD Trust. He discussed the mathematics behind Kolam drawing.
September 2014 @ Nerumbur Adi Dravida Welfare Board High School

Dr K Ananthasivan, Head, Advanced Fuel Studies Section, Chemical Group, IGCAR, interacted with our teachers and taught them about bonding and symmetry using balloons & paper cutting and broom sticks. He also quoted extensively from Tamil poems about various aspects of Chemistry that were traditionally known. 


The School HM, shared his experiences, in dealing with children in Welfare Board Schools, with the teachers.


Shri Mo Ganesan, Sub Editor, Puthiya Thalaimurai - Kalvi  was attracted by the book on Birds brought by Teachers with REWARD Trust and came over to interact with them. He exposed them to the world of Journalism, career prospects and its scope for influencing the society within operative constraints.
October 2014 @ Paramasivam Nagar Adi Dravida Welfare Board Middle School


Megala, gave an overview of the Ebola Virus.


Ms Sophia, a geologist with the Tamil Nadu Govt, 
spoke about the prospects in the field of Geology, about the courses in geology that are available, about her Alma Mater Central University, Pondicherry.
 
The School HM, who has recently taken over, witnessed the proceedings and shared her views on teaching first generation children.


Preparation for the conduct of the SMART tests for the 4th year was discussed.

November 2014 @ Neelamangalam High School

This session was spent on discussing the SMART question paper which the students wrote in November. Keys to evaluation were also given to the teachers.

Other Events:

As is the practice, several teachers were randomly selected and asked to take a class on the topic that they recently taught. Other teachers were encouraged to give their feedback based on their experiences in teaching that topic and also suggest modification / improvement in teaching methodology. 

Since a large number of new teachers have joined, REWARD Trust has started, from August, exclusive subject based teaching on Second Saturdays. Anandi & Megala handle English & Biology and Sridhar & Kalavathi handle Maths, Physics & Chemistry.  The aim is to make all the teachers appreciate these subjects at least up to the Middle School Level.

Through a contact, senior teacher Rajarajan, arranged for a visit to the Atomic Power Generation Plant – MAPS (Madras Atomic Power Plant) and all the REWARD teachers spent a day in the plant.

After the visit Sridhar gave them an intro to radiation dose and its units.

Sample Assignment:
The following is a sample assignment given to the teachers:

All About Our Neighbourhood

Assignment for REWARD Teachers

April-June 2014

 (Submission date: 10-06-2014)

Pandur,  Vilagam,  Kilapakkam




Kadambadi,   Manamai

     (Indira) Mohan, Thangeswari, Sangeetha,Ramani


      
       Barathidasan, Rajarajan, Revathi

Nerumbur






Irumbulichery

    Divya, Sasirekha, Kanimozhi, Rajeswari




       Arulmozhi,  Sujatha, DilliGanesh
Sogandi







Thathalur 

     Suresh, Senthilmurugan 





     Indhumathy   

Paramasivam Nagar





Pulikundram

       SriDevi, Revathi





  
     Hemalatha, Kalyani
Natham,  Kariachery





Sooradimangalam

       Kumaresan, Prakash, Gayathri




     Saravanan,  Murugan, Vimala



Vengapakkam






Vayalur

    Gayathri, Barathi, Saravanan




                        Loganathan, Vadivelu, Dharani
Neelamangalam





Vadakku Vylr,  Lathur,  Kalkulam

       Bharathi, Rajasekar





      Sivagami,  Sivakalai,  Kannan, Sarala

Koovathur,  Nedumaram




Perambakkam,  Pattaraikazhani

     Sampath, Sivakumar, Manova, Yamuna, Anitha



        Logambal,  Poongothai

Budhur







Kalpakkam,  Anupuram
    Baby Shalini, Hemalatha, Poongothai, Amala  



        Thanuja, Mallika, Revathi
Box Items:

Mugaiyur (Loganathan)      
Sithalapakkam (Poongothai)

Vittilapuram, Ilaiyanarkuppam (Logambal)

Citharkadu (Saravanan)                  Eachangaranai (Saravanan)                               Arungundram, Manambathy (Murugan)

Ayapakkam (Sivakumar)                 Poonjeri (Revathi)


Vippodu (Kumaresan)

Vepenchery (Dilli Ganesh)
Weaver’s Place (Revathi) 

Palar River (Barathidasan)
PURPOSE OF THE WORK
1)   Research about the neighbourhood.  Learning  about methodologies to be used,  gathering  of raw data,  collating them and making a factual & interesting  historical narrative.

2)    Involving  students  and enthusing  them, on the basis of the data collected,  to feel proud about their neighbourhood and themselves.  They would then pass it on to the next generation. 

3)    Recording of all the local, live narratives of the pre independence days before they disappear once & for all. 

4)    To generate a base line data for the neighbourhood.

5)    To help the panchayat to use the data to get many more developmental activities.

6)    To help spread the need to be conscious about preserving & protecting all that is worthwhile in the neighbourhood.

7)     To talk with authority & equanimity emanating from “factual”data.

STRUCTURE OF THE ASSIGNMENT

    Overall map covering all these places, with connecting roads highlighted. (I’ll try to get the google map)
    Oldest Recorded references to these places. (Scanned / Xerox copies)

     Area, Demographic Details, M/F/ Third/ Children / Govt Employees / Businessmen / Agriculturist /Caste Profile

           Native Festivals of the communities in the villages in the neighbourhood. 

     Cultural Aspects & Festivals (get corroborating evidences)

         How many are aged >75 (get proof or correlating info), Their names & narratives of all about the neighbourhood (Record the interview),     Get (group) Photographs of these people

     Folk Tales,    Folk songs (Record Them)

     Educational Institutes:  When it started (order copies), Who lobbied / built, Strength, No. of Teachers etc

     Lakes, Places of Worship, (When dug / built),  Architectural Significance (With Photos)

     Developments:    Ancient (<1880),   Middle ( >1880 <1980) , Modern (>1980)

      (Chronological List of all the panchayat presidents of the locality with years, VAO’s / karnams.  Meet all of them, Tell them the purpose & get their perspective.)

      Achievers in the locality 

RECORDS & PRESENTATION

·  Have all the data in a set of note books (& on pendrive / cd) with dates of recording.

·  Prepare a narrative (not exceeding a total of 25 pages both in the soft & hard form) for perusal & in a print ready format (use the same soft ware & OS)

·  Make a power point presentation (not exceeding 10 slides) highlighting the findings. 

·  On each power point, at the top header as a thin bar, the places covered & the team members names should appear (along with student names)

·   If there are audio recordings of songs, narrations in your data base, you can play a sample of it along with  your presentation ( either as a background score or as standalone)
