I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. On 4th Sept 2015 I visited schools supported by REWARD trust. I had a specific interest in visiting their project because Asha Chennai chapter has also been running projects along similar lines in supporting government schools.  I had previously visited REWARD trust in April 2014 and had learnt quite a few good points for implementing in our own schools.  I also wanted to see if there were ways in which we can collaborate/contribute towards their work in non-monetary ways.
I went to Mr. Sridhar and Mrs. Kalavathi’s residence in Anupuram. I met Mr. Sridhar, Mrs. Kalavathi, Mrs. Ananthi and another trustee whose name I do not remember. Mr. Sridhar ,Mrs. Kalavathi and Mrs. Ananthi accompanied me to all the schools. Here are the details about the schools I visited.

	 Name of the school       

	Name of the REWARD Teacher 
	Class handled
	Class strength
	School strength
	Total Teachers

	Kariacheri-Primay
	Varalakshmi
	I Std
	14
	63
	2 Govt. 2 Reward.

	
	Periapalayatha
	II std
	13
	
	

	Nerumbur-Sec.
	Divya
	VII std
	29
	178
	High – 5 Govt and 4 Reward.

	Pandur-Primary
	Thangeswari
	III std
	19
	128
	?? Govt. and 2 Reward.

	
	Sangeetha
	II std
	36
	
	

	Thathlur-Primary

 
	Indumathy

 
	III std
	9
	 

46
	2 Govt. and 1 Reward.

	
	
	IVstd
	14
	
	


The first school I visited was one at Kariachery. This was an extremely well run government school. The school campus was beautiful and very well maintained.. It was like a park inside. There was a good play area for children. The new building which housed the classes 4 and 5 was very well designed with lots of educational tools built right into the building. The HM was very dedicated to the school as was supposedly the previous HM who had the building built.
The children in standards 1 and 2 were very good from my experience seeing children at various govt. school. The 1st std. children sang their rhymes well with correct actions. They knew the meaning of the words correctly even in English. They were able to get the letter sounds. Their number recognition and even basic adding skills was good. In second standard their vocabulary was good. Once again their basic Maths and English skills was very good. I think the Reward teachers are doing a good job but also the village is better off and more literate than many other rural areas I have been visiting. I believe the Balwadi must also be functioning well given the level of the 1st std children.

Then we visited the high school at Nerumbur. I had the time to spend only with the 7th std. class that was being taught by a Reward teacher. Since the Reward volunteers also wanted to learn from some of the things we have been training our teachers on, I interacted with the children primarily regarding Maths. I tested them on their knowledge of properties of multiplication/division. i.e. Do they realize axb is the same as bxa. If axb = c, then c/a = b and c/b = a. Also things like If a-b = c, then if you reduce b by say 2, then the answer will become c+2. Or if you increase a by 1, then the answer will become c+1. They struggled a bit with these concepts but were able to get it. Then went on to a thorough check of place value which I have found even 10th std students to struggle with. i.e. things like what should you multiply 327 by to get 0.0327. They also struggled with that. The idea was more to give the teacher some pointers. 
Anyway the point here to note was that REWARD as a group is keen to enhance their methods and were willing to learn and practice these things. I was happy that based on the trainings I had attended I was able to give them some pointers.

Then we stopped for lunch somewhere in the middle of nowhere! We parked the car near a running motor which provide clean water. We had a nice lunch which Mr. Sridhar and Mrs. Kalavathi had packed for us. It was a very enjoyable experience.
Then we went to the Pandur primary school. We went to the 2nd and 3rd std. classes. The children here and later in Thathlur were similar to the ones I find in average government schools everywhere. I interacted with the 2nd and 3rd std. children. I tested them on their ability to recognize the 1st and last letters of phonetic words based on how they sound. They managed to do that reasonable well. With Maths word problem they struggled a bit.

The school at Thathlur is probably one of the weaker schools in their supported schools. Reward teacher looks after the 3rd std. Since the 4th std. teacher was absent, she was also looking after that class. I did similar exercises with recognizing sounds and Maths word problems etc. They also then showed me a couple of dances for rhymes.

These were all the schools that I had time for. We were hoping to visit one more school which we had to cancel as it was already about 4:!5 pm. 

In all this it was clear that the Reward volunteers are spending a lot of their time on this project and were well aware of the situation at each school. The volunteers were ever familiar with many of the kids in the schools. They have a dedicated and hard working group of teachers executing their project. The regular teacher training was equipping the teachers well and the Reward as an organization was keen to continue learning and improve their work.

