Minutes of the conference call (October 29th    2008) :
 

Attendees: Siddamma , Jith, Bhaskar, Savitha.

 

Land:
300 acres of land was given by government for the purpose of Project Freedom folks. 

Lot of people have started settling down near outskirts of S.K.Nagar . About 50 huts have been set up villagers on a land which was donated to be used by bonded laborers.

 

Electricity: 

Electricity should not be a problem for the recycle paper mill. The government on some follow-up and will definitely help once recycle paper mill project starts making more progress.

 

Choice of vocational opportunities:
Due to globalization, the following changes are being observed in the nature of vocational opportunities:

a) Manual work is reducing 

b) Use of agricultural land and agriculture is reducing

 

When the bonded laborers were released in 2005, it was a big question for them as to where  they would work since they were totally disconnected from their lives and couldn’t even cook.  Recycle paper mill ( for women) and Brick kiln (for men) was a choice made by the project freedom villagers.

 

Locations of other recycle paper mills:
There are recycle paper mills in nearby cities namely avadi, chennai, besant nagar etc. Waste paper collection groups and sweeper associations collect waste paper and regular paper which are given to these recycle paper mills.

 

The finished product: 

Writing paper, notebooks, folders, school books, files, boxes (needed by the IT companies and the government)

Madras is going towards plastic (plastic cups/plates in restaurants). An effort is being made to shift towards paper.

 

Machinery for Recycle paper mill:
Heavy machinery: mainly used for grinding. The molding is hand made. This machinery was actually developed by Amal Raj himself (an assistant that helps Geeta). He doesn’t want to market this machinery or sell it. He is mainly using this machinery to help villagers and people who are trying to make a livelihood  

 

Jith's suggestion for other vocational opportunities 

Hand pounded rice was one of the suggestion the talent to work with rice and paddy is present in villagers (specific set of peoples only)

What needs  to be considered is : 

a) how much consumption of pounded rice will happen once we start a business.

b) resources for hand pounding needs to be considered

 

The rice mills that the Irulas used to work for involved boiling, drying, packaging rice. The mill was operated by 2 people for processing.

No Irulas have talent for paddy processing or hand-pounding.

 

Hand-pounding of rice is a manual work. We can’t do more than 20kgs a day

It would be getting all women to meet and explore a sample of this vocational opportunity. We can ask a few women to pound rice for a day to see how much can be done in a day.

