
Asha for Education Projects Mtg. 11th Nov 2002.
627 Mudd Building, Columbia University

Meeting Minutes
---------------
Attendees: Heeral Mehta ,Akshay, Sanjeev, Anita, Prasanna, Sachidanand, 
Vishnu, Shouri, Sundar Iyer, Nehal, Anjana, Ahalya
1) Discussion on Auroville Education Resource Center (AERC) Proposal
- Visnhu

Details sent to the projects group before.
Some main points:
Apart from the many schools and research institutions for Auroville
community
itself there are a few schools run for the adjoining community - 4 full
time
schools presently. Run by headmasters of Auroville institute. Schools
follow 
non-conventional methods of teaching. No exams. Joyful learning techniques.

Learning with charts, postcards, games etc. These methods have produced 
visible results in the children at these schools as documented by
volunteers 
who have visited Auroville.
Mr. Subbash wants to form AERC - to make joyful teaching methods available
for a larger number of teachers. Teachers from other areas could come and 
get trained in these methods. 

Presi: Auroville first presented their methods in an Asha India conference 
- and that's what started the discusions - and the fact that we need to 
improve the quality of education in Asha's projects itself.

Shouri: How many kids do we educate today through Asha?
Presi: We don't really know. 
  For our chapter this is 1648, it is expected that with the remaining 
  35 odd chapters this number would be atleast 25,000.

Small discussion on access and quality of education.

Sachi: Any data from Govt. about access to education?

Sachi: Till what grade do they teach in their own schools? 
Heeral: Their methods are for developing thinking skills. Which is quite
different from the grades in conventional schools. From the experiments
mentioned in the site reports it appears equivalent to grade 9.  



B) Program Development and and training costs: 
They are currently working with 6 govt schools presently. We don't know 
how or what impact they have had - since it's hard to measure. However, 
the kids of these schools routinely outperform kids from other schools, 
e.g. kids from thrid grade can read a book!!!
These four people (principal's of schools for community outside Auroville)
have taken the initiative to come out of the Auroville, and reach out to 
the larger community.

Presi: NYCNJ is looking at funding the Dorms portion of the proposal. Which

is $6000.
Shouri - These days we are looking at lot of resource center proposals. 
We should think of some kind of gauge to measure our success. Any thoughts?

Prasanna: Go and interview the people who took part of it.
Shouri &Presi: We need matrices for everything - not just quality. However,

it's conceptually easier to develop a matrix for the access, however, how 
does one do this for quality.
Akshay: You do need to talk to kids to get real data!
Presi - Vasundhara tries to teach children with experimental methods. 
 They have an examination before and a few months after they have visited 
 schools to see if the children perform better. But is it worth doing
 it here? Should we ask them to look at it?
Shouri - Maybe not for Auroville, but it would have been useful in case
 of HSTP.
Heeral: It might help us in future if we had some quantitative measures 
of quality improvement.

Q: Do teachers have to pay anything? 
Vishnu: No, they take care of the exposure trips etc. material we 
are providing, and providing accomodation. After the teachers reach the 
center - they should not be really asked to pay anything.

C) Internship part of the proposal:
Teacher who goes through internship will continue to learn though 
different projects and incorporate changes in the program.
Heeral: Micro-projects
Workshops: 
Night schools - 45 in the area. Supplementary schools. Change the night 
schools to community learning centers.
Size of the rooms - and how many people can it accommodate? Jayashree to 
get back to us. Rooms will be used for multi-purposes, not just as a dorm.

Vote: for $6000



Yes: 11/11
Absentee: 1
---


