Project Sinthanai Sirpi Tsunami project Akkarapettai

October 2005


Oct 30, 2005

Questions? 

Contact Lakshmi Suryanarayanan 

        surlak@vsnl.net
 Contact Rajaraman Krishnan
rajaram@solnettechnologies.com
Report on Project Tsunami Project 

Sinthanai Sirpi School (SSS) Akkarapettai

Recall-

The school was chosen for support by Asha Chennai for support upon the recommendation of Dr. Aruna Ratnam of Unicef and the Dist. Education Officer, Nagapattinam. Akkarapettai is one of the worst affected tsunami areas. The school could not get any support as it was a private fee school.

Refer  http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=623  for details.

The fist site visit was conducted on 26th April 2005

Refer 

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/623/siteRepAkkaraiApril-05.htm
Current Status

The project is divided into three parts

1. Supply of materials to students to get back happily and comfortably to school
Refer

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/623/siteRepAkkaraiJul18-05.htm 
for details
2. The ongoing expenses for support to school for the year 2005-2006 

Furniture for the classrooms etc. – Rs 1.3 Lakhs

Teaching/Learning materials – Rs 1.2 Lakhs

Teacher Salaries and Miscellaneous Expenses – Rs 1.5 Lakhs

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/623/ProAkkarapeti.doc  gives details
We have started supporting the salaries of teachers from Aug 2005 for 8 teachers. 

Right now the school is divided in to 7 classes and there is the HM. Though class strengths are high the classes cannot be subdivided for want of rooms.

Two teachers had left as they were in a position to find suitable jobs after the Tsunami.

The school has hired one teacher and one more teacher will be hired ASAP, now that teacher salaries are assured.
Furniture design for student comfort and group work is being explored by the school, Seetharaman and me. Since we have the choice we wish to go about the same with minimum class room clutter and highest comfort for group activities.

3. The building (re)construction-

We made a site visit on October 15th. This visit was done by Seetharaman, Rajaraman, Kalyan Sundaram, Ananth E.S.and me. The report is yet to be put on the web.

There had been a few days of heavy rain. Water had entered the temporary Tsunami shelter where the LKG, UKG classes and Class I  were held.
We found that the building built by another NGO from Tirupur was almost complete. The inauguration of the new building was to be held on 17th Oct. This would actually have space for 2 classrooms, but would temporarily have to accommodate the tree from the shelter.
There was a space behind this area which was temporarily earmarked for the urinals and toilets. After due deliberation, it was decided that the place was big enough for a class room and also not the right place for toilets as the access was through the classroom newly built. 

Also the staircase has already been built and the local people and the school find that the first floor construction our first choice was possible due to the changed circumstances in the village and also because the Electricity Board removal of the electric pole in the vicinity was not going to happen for quite sometime as there is litigation.

A new plan is being made to suit the present changed circumstances and as a complete comprehensive picture is evolved.   
There is expected cost escalation which is due to increased area for building as also the increased cost of building materials since the time the proposal was written.

We are expecting to present this revised plan through Asha Arizona for the general tsunami funds. We are very happy that the ARC has approved the project for general tsunami funding through 19 votes and all positive

Planned activities for next quarter Nov 05 to Feb 2006
1. Get the required funding by end Nov 05

2. Start building and complete by April 2005
3. Provide learning teaching materials as per requirement from school from time to time
4. Continue support for teacher salaries
