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I went to chilla yesterday (8th Jan 07). On the whole I had a pretty good feeling about 
the place after I left. Here are the details of what happened.

I reached the place at around 5 as Anil had asked me to when I had spoken to him in the 
morning. The kids had just come home after school - roja told me. Most of them seemed to have just had a bath and were waiting for their tuition teacher who was expected at 
6.30. They usually spend that time either playing around or watching TV or reading the 
newspaper. The kids were quite friendly and readily introduced themselves to me. The 
oldest child there is a Kiran who is currently in the 7th std. He was playing host 
pretty well and freely made conversation with me. He was even asking the young boy 
sitting next to me to not put his legs on the chair!! The younger kids all seemed to be 
having fun in their own ways, some singing songs, some running around, some chatting 
with each other.

Anil then came out after finishing his bath. Since the noise in the living room was too 
much he took me to the office room and started explaining to me about current activities 
going on in Chilla. He told me about the girl who had completed her degree while at 
chilla. They had also managed to get her a job at the FIRM office and it seems with 
their she has already built a house and was staying independently with her grandmother. 
Anil explained that she got a job only through their contacts and not because of her 
qualification. Their experience with her taught them that aiming for just providing 
means of survival for the children was pointless and instead they should aim at making 
the children qualified enough to get a job and lead a life on their own. This was the 
reasoning behind cutting down to 10 children from the 17 that they had originially. With 
this intention in mind they have made the young ones who were just joining 1st std to [image: image1.png]



join an english medium school. Anil feels that if the kids by the time they finish their 
education have enough of a background in english and basic computer skills, they should 
be able to find some job. This was what they requested from TCS when they volunteered to help them. TCS agreed to help out in teaching some basic english, socializing skills, 
software etc to the kids. It seems each student in their HR training class is assigned 
one child from Chilla and are given the task of inculcating some skill to that child 
during the time they visit chilla on saturdays. 

At this point, to keep the conversation going, rather naively, I asked him whether they 
had any specific difficulties. I immediately realised that it, wasnt all that smart a 
question to ask. He said quite frankly that there were several. He said that going was 
pretty tough for them during the year when Asha was not supporting them but now it was 
kind of okay. He just mentioned how one particular child Sumesh was always dirtying his 
clothes and spoiling his shoes. It seems the pair of shoes for him he was currently 
using was the third in this academic year. It seems he was even banned from entering the 
campus of his old school!! The basic problem is that there are just four grown-ups in 
the house while they have to take care of 10 kids. It seems the Sumesh guy once locked 
up some other kid in some drawer and kept mum about it when Roja asked him where the 
other kid was.. Thankfully Roja checked inside the drawer in time and found the other 
kid unharmed. Anil also mentioned how they had a lot of difficulty with their neighbours 
in the houses where they were staying earlier because they were not happy about the fact 
that the kids' mothers stay with them at times for a day or a night. They(Anil and Roja) 
also had similar problems in their families initially as their relatives were not ready to accept what they were doing. In the current place it seems they have a pretty good 
relation with their neighbours and have been staying there for over 4 years. It seems 
when some of their doctor friends visit chilla they also treat their neighbours for 
free. And  when they have any celebrations in their place they also invite their neighbours kids etc.

I decided to leave at about 6. I took some pics of the kids with my camera and left soon 
after.
