
Site visit report for Shristi Special Academy (November 2015) 

I visited Shristi Special Academy (SSA) on Nov 27
th

 2015.  I reached SSA around 11:30 am.  When I 

reached there, the children were doing a cultural program done monthly where all children do various 

stage performances.  I was met by Dr Suchita Somashekaraiah and Gayatri.  They were busy taking 

measurements for a lift in the new building in the Academy.   

There was another person who was visiting SSA then, one Mr Raja.  Mr Raja is the Managing Director of 

a design company called Bhaskara Advanced Automation.  This company makes small lifts for people 

with medical needs and with disabilities.  Dr. Suchita and Mr Raja were discussing the nitty-gritties of the 

lift that needed to be built in the building which was then under construction.  The lift would 

accommodate the person with the wheelchair and 1 or 2 additional people.  Mr Raja also gave a quote 

for the lift, which was about Rs 6 lakhs.  

After this, Dr Suchita and I had a chat about how the past year had unfolded.  Dr Suchi mentioned 

various challenges that the Academy went through over the past year and that the past year had been a 

difficult one. 

Dr. Suchi then arranged for a tour of the Academy for me and for the auditor of SSA and his family, who 

were also visiting the Academy.  We went through various parts of the Academy, the day care center for 

the very young special needs children and for regular children.  We then went to the various Primary 

Classes where the goals of the classes were that the children have basic language skills.  The class had a 

chart which displayed the affliction of each student, the medication the students were taking, if any, and 

a contact number of a guardian of the child.  The children were then eating lunch so there were no 

children in the class then.  We also visited the physiotherapy room, where we interacted with two 

physiotherapists.  The physiotherapists mentioned that they track the progress of the students monthly 

and share the progress with the parents and guardians half-yearly.   

We were then shown new construction of an open air auditorium and some walkway in the garden.  By 

then it was about 1:15 pm and time for me to leave.  I went and spoke to Dr. Suchi about the proposal 

that Asha Bangalore was asking and then left.    

Overall, my impression of SSA is that it is doing very important work in serving a highly marginalized 

community, ie, children afflicted with various disorders like autism, Down’s syndrome and cerebral 

palsy.  These children need a lot of care to get them to be able to live and function well and be self-

sufficient in the long run.  It is nobody’s fault that they are the way they are.  They need a lot of love, 

attention, care, encouragement and a strong and steady helping hand.  SSA provides that helping hand.   

 

 

- Ajay Gupta (ajaykumargupta.1@gmail.com, Asha Bangalore) 

 


