Dear friends and family, 

"God uses ordinary people like you to do extraordinary things by supporting the beneficiaries in Shristi." 
 
Warm Greetings from Shristi!  
 
As we look back on the year gone by, we are proud to inform you there has been tremendous  growth in Shristi.  We now partner with 120 differently abled beneficiaries and 30 little ones in the Pre-school Chiguru unit (+ 10 in the challenged list).  All this was only possible  because of the marvellous  unstinted support for the beneficiaries of Shristi.  Our sincere thanks to each one of you.  
 
Most important is the improvement in each beneficiary whose progress has brought so much joy to their parents. 
 
Children participated in  several cultural competitions, won prizes in the following:
Vishesh Milan 2006 organized by Bethany Special School on 15th September 2006, Vidyasagar and Padma won the second prize in Dance competition.
Parijma Care Centre organized cultural programme for the Epileptic children on 19th November 2006, Karthik, Kamal & Tejas participated in Fancy dress, dance and Singing. Kamal won the second prize in Fancy Dress competition..   
We had a good  Christmas  sale  organised by Overseas Women's Club on 25th November '06 at  St.Mark's Cathedral.  
 
World disabled Day  for the first time in 12 years organised by Shristi was a grand success although we had only two donors Mr. Manikandan from iflex-solutions(Rs. 1000/- for water) and Coron India(Rs.5000 for audio/video).  We requested Mr. Shanker of Lakshmi Motors to bear the entire expenses for breakfast, lunch, coffee, tea, milk, paper plates, cups, napkins and spoons & 1000 individuals enjoyed breakfast & lunch.  We slashed the budget to less than 50%. Total expenses for the program was Rs. 56000/-  Our sincere thanks to the sponsors.  A Big thanks to the volunteers Mr. Janardhan Deshpande (HP) his wife and daughter, Abisheka, Preethi and team from Mount Carmel College and Rtn. Jayaraman (M.C) for making the event a grand success.
 
Children participated in sports event organized by Special Olympics, Karnataka Chapter on 7th & 8th of December 2006 - 28 children  participated in athletic events and won 48 prizes on the first day,   (80 % of the prizes).   9 children participated  on the second day and won 8 prizes.  Suchita was live on Siti Cable today for the breakfast show.  There will be a Chandana DD shoot for the Early Intervention beneficiaries on 12th December 2006. 
Christmas, the holy day which is so full of meaning for all children in every family will be celebrated on 22nd December 2006 at 10.30, with the Early Intervention and other units doing the Christmas play, followed with dance and carol singing.  Don't miss this program.  You will have an amazing experience  sharing the joy of Christmas with the beneficiaries  in Shristi.
We will be giving each beneficiary a gift and Christmas goodies.  The total cost for the Gifts, goodies, special lunch, constumes, etc will be Rs.50,000/- approximately.  The lunch expenses will vary on the number of volunteers.  Your support is much appreciated to help give gifts and Christmas goodies to make Christmas special for them.  Your support will bring smiles to the differently abled beneficiaries which gives you and your family a special place in all our hearts.
Date & venue 22nd of December 2006 at our Channenahalli Campus starting at  10.30 a.m and ending with special lunch,  carol singing and of course, Santa Claus giving goody bags to the children. We would love to have you join us  even for a short while. We need someone to play the guitar and sing carols too.    Do call us  9880945658, 23204875 / 23113419 to confirm your participation.
 
Vacation for the beneficiaries is from 23rd of December 2006.  The Academy will reopen on  2rd of January 2007  to bring in the Year of more Growth and Progress.   We hope you will continue to be actively involved in the activities and developments.
As you continue to outpour your love, care and concern for the differently abled less fortunate beneficiaries, you will be truly blessed for sharing the love and spirit of Christmas. Thank you very very much.   
With warmest thoughts from Shristi family to your.  May God warm your hearts with love, peace, joy, happiness and all good things, as you warmed the hearts of the beneficiaries at Shristi.  
Merry Christmas and Warmest Wishes for a Very Happy New Year from all at Shristi !
 
Rosie
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