REPORT ON ACTIVITIES FROM MAY 2005 TO NOVEMBER 2005
 
The Academy reopened after a long vacation of one and a half months,with excited teachers and students back to work and play.
 
                                                We are delighted to inform you  that Shristi enters  its 11th year in June 2005. We celebrated   the 11th Anniversary  by having a Pooja to receive blessings for a good start to the academic year.  Just prior to this auspicious beginning Suchi’s interview was aired on Chandana , to a great response from the public.  Children participated in the world environment day at  Taj West End, with a sale of products at the same venue.  Volunteers from Progeon  and Motorola visited us.   Two Special Educators from Trichy College were placed  with us for a month of training. 
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                                                We began  July with   Wedding bells !!!!   Ms. Kedari ( Psychologist) got married.  We had Volunteers from HP,  CISCO, Innerwheel, NIMHANS  at  Campus and Basaveshwarnagar. At Cisco’s “ Day Of Service”  volunteers  sponsored lunch as well as procured all the materials to work with the children.  There was lots of fun for both the volunteers and the children.   Three teachers were sent  for a training  to NIMH,Secunderabad. We had a donor  from TCE  celebrate her son's birthday and  sponsor medicines as well. I.  Motorola inaugurated  the new Kitchen,  Speech& Audiology Unit sponsored by them for the year 2004-2005.
Ms .Meena Jain Founder /Technical Director  and a few staff members have moved on to different  ventures.We wish them all the very best.
 
                                                In August Sapient joined us in celebrating  Independence Day ,with a cultural programme by the children and the Sapient Team, we had a  mouth watering special lunch too!. Two more memorable days were-     a 'Children's Day Out' sponsored by CISCO(day of service) taking two groups for a Picnic at Best Club.[image: image2.png]


  It was truly  a memorable day for both team Cisco and children of Shristi. They had lots of games, swimming, dancing, singing, lovely food, gifts and lots more.   Surely they look forward to more Picnics like this. Two friends visited us  and donated beautiful educative toys, one child was   sponsored.   We had corporate visitors from SAP, Cisco& Thompson Financial& Inner Wheel club .Ms. Patricia and Ms. Susana from SAP visited us. Children participated in an Interschool  Cultural program at Bethany School.  Vidyasagar from Primary Unit, bagged the Ist prize for the Solo dance and the group dance got a Consolation Prize.  
 
 In September Rtn. Jayaraman introduced us to two Corporates  Himalaya Drug Company and Pro Active Net.  'Teachers Day'  celebration was  sponsored by Rotary Club of Bangalore High Grounds.  Teachers received  a small gift with a rose, children  received  sweets.   Innerwheel club felicitated Senior Teachers from Shristi as part of their activities for Teachers Day.   Ajay  a little 7 year old boy with a diagnosis of Spastic diplegia with mental Retardation receiving therapy and intervention at Shristi has undergone a corrective lower limbs surgery on 22nd September.  Many generous friends  from Corporates have sponsored Ajay’s [image: image3.png]


treatment.Post surgery,  he is  doing well and going for regular Physiotherapy.  Jayanthi moved with her family to Shangai. 
 
                                               The Annual Sports Meet 2005 was held  on the 17th(Sept) at the Campus. The Chief Guest was Shri.Mariswamy-Director General of Police, Commandant General Home Guards.The event was sponsored by friends from Tyco and prizes by wellwishers from Siksha. We had a large gathering of volunteers from HP, Accenture,Progeon, Motorola and many volunteers who made the day a great success!! Trainees from KSCCW and Ganga Kaveri College of Social work joined in this month for practical training.
 
In October 50 Children, along with Sharon and a few staff joined  Sapient Corporation Ltd., to participate in a FUN DAY out at the Sapient Campus at GR Tech Park Whitefield.They had  with lots of fun, entertainment, tasty food and so much more! We were all touched by Sapient Volunteers who took care of the kids with great enthusiasm, love & care. We had a stall of products and also received donations.  We do hope the children have more opportunities like this.  
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                                                From 18th to 28th we had a great response for  Diwali Sales at Corporates and Aparments.  Total income through the  Sales was Rs.1,17,860.00. . Many of our Corporate Partners came forward , to have stalls at their  offices. Each and everyone from these companies reached out to us with warmth. We are overwhelmed by their generosity and participation. The Sales this year has helped us in procuring Raw materials for ongoing production. With the Excellent Sales we have had , we have decided to enhance the take home stipend of each of the Sheltered Workshop beneficiary employees (students) by Rs. 100/- to Rs. 150/- as an incentive. It was through excellent team work and co-ordination between the Instructors and the children that we were able to bring out so many products in a fortnight. Children from all Units lent a hand to support their Seniors and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. All the children and staff of Shristi would like to thank our friends in the Corporates, not forgeting each and everyone who contributed generously to buy products made by our special children.   A big thank you to all who made this possible.   
Little Deekshith,  a sweet 7 year old boy  passed away  suddenly on the 14th   October 2005.   All of us miss him dearly.
We have new staff on board – A Vocational Unit  Co-ordinator,  A Physiotherapist, An Occupational Therapist and   [image: image5.png]



five Special Educators.MSW students from Gautam College joined us for internship.  We have a renowned Speech Therapist 
on board Dr.Pranesh Rao.
November came in with lots of good  happenings.
Cisco gave us an opportunity to be part of their  IT Habba  on the 9th of November 2005.  This event has helped us showcase the talents of the kids   and build   Awareness. The positive strokes received from the crowd to  the children helped them to feel a sense of achievement and more importantly to feel a part of the Community.  This is a step in the right direction to achieving acceptance for people with Special needs.
 
Children’s Day 
Children’s day was celebrated at the Campus with great fun!   They enjoyed a two-hour magic show by  Prof. S. Sathya Murthy.  Many children and staff danced to their heart’s content to the tunes of the latest hindi film music.[image: image6.png]


  Teachers performed a dance and a group song.   We had a special lunch and sweets for the children; all the children received a goody bag with gifts.  The event was sponsored by  Progeon . 
 
Mr. Ravindra from  Motorola   visited the campus along with Ms. Kath  from U S (VP-HR) & Ms.Deepthi Arora (Senior manager) on 16th .We are happy to announce that Motorola has sponsored Skill training Labs and a computer lab for us this year as part of their on going support.
 
Wedding bells rang again!!! Abitha a Teacher of Early Intervention was married on 16th.
In November the children participated in the Special Olympics &at Ashalaya Silver Jubliee Celebrations. 
Once again Vidyasagar  bagged the Ist prize for the Solo dance!  On 30th November few kids will go for a  Cultural program.
Three MSW students from St.Josephs College,Devagiri,Kerala  have joined us for a month's internship.[image: image7.png]



Three Teachers participated in a training program at Marthoma Special School last week. Four junior teachers have been deputed to train at the  Mount Carmel College Honours Course on Disability Rehabilitation and Management.
 
The good news about our Finances is that we have received overseas grants from Heart & Hand for the Handicapped, USA.  Asha Austin for five teacher's salaries for six months, Asha UIUC for recurring expenses, Vibha for project Chiguru (inclusive pre-school project) and from a Fundraising dinner by Girija & Ravi  USA, for procurement of machinery for the Vocational unit,not forgetting all our friends who donate generously to the cause.
 
Closer home, we are supported  regularly by Iflex Solutions, Cisco, Motorola, Accenture, Mad at HP,  Helpnet trust of Talisma, Symphony Services, Tyco, Manikya Foundation, A S Cargo, AnandAshram,Fibro-Reinforced Plastics,Mulder India,Charities Aid Foundation,Shristi Sangam Club,Innerwheel Club of Bangalore North and inumerable individuals who contribute towards child sponsorships.[image: image8.png]



Our heartfelt and sincere thanks to all who reach out to us and help us to realise our dreams for these very special children.
 
We hope to be back with lots of good news and happenings.  
 
 
Sharon & Suchi
