A Report

January 2007-March 2007

An initiative of Gramin Shiksha Kendrafor qualitative improvement in School Education in Sawai Madhopur.

Introduction

Gramin Shiksha Kendra- has been running Uday Pathshalas with the support of Vibha Trust and Asha Trust since July 2006. Although the school has been running with the support of the community and friends of the organization since June 2004. The number of children studying in Uday Pathshala had increased from 60 in the first year to 110 in the second to 160 at the beginning of the third year i.e. July 2006. The school is being run on a piece of land provided by the community. The community had made a locally appropriate thatched structure in which the school ran for the first two years. Uday Pathshala aims to demonstrate an alternative model of education to the community to enable them to demand a similar education from the government system.
The Third Quarter (Jan-Mar 2007)

The period of Jan-March 2007 of the current academic session marks the efforts of consolidation of the activities being done in the schools. We had already introduced the subjects like Carpentry, Pottery and Theatre as an extension of art education. During this period, we tried to integrate it with the school as an indispensable part of it. Another major issue during the period was a concentrated effort on the teaching of Upper Primary section besides the regular ongoing activities, workshop and teachers capacity building.

Extension of the art education:

During the period, we have been able to prepare time-table so as to adjust the newly introduced subjects like Carpentry, Pottery and Theatre in the school. The carpentry and Pottery classes are being run by the part-time Resource Persons and for the Theatre, we have hired a permanent teacher. These subjects are now taught to each of the groups. We are also working in the direction of the development of the subject matter for these subjects. But, we think this will require some more time. However, we have achieved some success in this direction in Theatre.

Teaching at Upper Primary section:

From this session four of our children, graduated to Upper Primary section. In the start of the session, we face some difficulties in teaching the upper primary section. During this period, learning from the past experiences, we planned and executed the teaching in the section in sync with the goal of teaching in Upper Primary section. We have initiated the work of development of subject wise spiral of subject-matter content for the Upper Primary section. We propose to recruit separate teachers for the section from the coming academic session.

Workshops:

Regular fortnightly workshops are being conducted since January 2007 (6 till March). The teachers present the report of the activities done in the last 15 days and the action plan for next 15 days. These workshops are also the forum of discussions on academic, personal and administrative matters.  Teachers also present the innovative methods of teaching and new TLM in the workshop and the team of teacher’s approve/disapprove the ideas after long discussions.

The major issues discussed during the period in the workshop were- Academic calendar of the school, teaching at upper primary level, extension of art education, revised time-table of the school. 

Community Meetings:

Regular community meetings are being organized to share the progress of the children with the community and to seek the views of the community. At least one meeting for each village per month is being organized. During this quarter, 21 such meetings were conducted in the respective villages.

Regular academic support:

Academic support to the schools is a regular feature. A member from the academic support team of the organization visits regularly these schools and provides on the spot academic support to the teachers.

The Second School

The second Uday Pathshala was started at Bodal with 74 children in Dumedha Panchayat from this academic session. The school is being run under a tree. The community has promised us a land for the school and it is trying hard to get it for the school. Due to the lack of basic structure we have not been able to introduce the subjects like pottery, carpentry and theatre in this school. During the period, we had a series of meetings with the community on the issue of land for the school (at least 3 such meetings). The development in this regard is that the community has identified a land, proposed it to the Panchayat, Panchayat has approved it and now it has to be approved by Tehsildar/Collector.

Future Plans:

We are preparing for the annual assessment of the students. The modification in the format of the fortnightly workshop is also proposed. We also have a plan to revisit the work done in the three years more systematically preferably by way of a systematic research endeavor.

Important visits:

A visit was made by a representative of Nistha Foundation, New Delhi to our schools durin the period, which opened the doors of pertnership between us and Nistha Foundation. We are communicating and soon expect a partnership to be started.



















