Center for Environment and Rural Technology
Site Visit Report

Without any prior information, we reached “Asha” Kiran school, run by the institute, at around 2:00 P.M. on 29th September 2005. This school was started with the support of “Asha” Silicon Valley on December 2002. The coordinator of CERT, Sri B.K. Rai, had sent a detailed report to Silicon Valley on 2nd August 2005. We went there for the verification of the same. When we reached there, four children were playing and three teachers were present. On enquiring about the working time of the school, they told us that it is from 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. They had no answer for early closing of school. They told us that there are 85 students in the school, out of which 60 were present that day. On giving our introduction, we asked them for the present situation of the school, but the answers didn’t change. We then asked them for the attendance register of the students. It was found that the registers were not updated since September 2004. The total strength of student was 33 on September 2004 and this school was running since July 2003. On asking about the reason for not updating this register, they didn’t say anything. When we expressed our annoyance, we were told that the total strength of the student was 24, out of which only 8-10 students come to school. By looking at the condition of the school, it was quite clear that students don’t come to school. Grass was growing all over in the class and the date written on the black board was three months old. There were three teachers namely Pradeep Sharma (from July ), Amaranth(from 2000) and Mata Prasad (from August 2004) who look after the various activities of the school in the nearby villages. Nearby to this school, primary schools of three village councils (babura, bhargupur and fannuyur) are opened which are within the range of 500 m.  We didn’t found any activity related to environmental development or nursery. Upon asking about the water pump which was established in the 1st year by “Asha”, they told us that it was stolen. During the discussion with teachers regarding the gathering of children on the occasion of children’s day on 14th November 2003 and during the various “pad yatra” organized in previous years, it is found that those children came from the nearby organizations. It is also found that during the “pad yatra” organized on 14th November 2003 by Vallabh from Varanasi, Pradeep and Dr. Sandeep Pandey between Chitrakut and Ayodhya and during the “Cycle Yatra” from Kanpur most of the employee left the job. But during that period many students were seen in CERT centre. It is clear that, if they had any prior information regarding our visit over there, they would have collected students from other places and kept us in dark. On the report submitted on 2nd August 2005 in which they have explained the progress of the school till June 2005, it is mentioned that present student strength is 95 and it was 131 during the session 2003-04 which is not true. During the recent past school has replaced the straw hut with asbestos sheet.
We were very disappointed and surprised by seeing the condition of the school and false report that were sent. In last two years three government schools have opened nearby, where students get Mid Day Meals, Scholarship and free books. In the present situation there is no point in running this school. So, we expect that the support to this school should be stopped immediately. The credibility of this organization gone. So, there is no need to consider the other activities proposed on 11th December 2004 by Dr. Sandeep Pandey to ASHA IFG.
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