Pratigya Prishikshan Sansthan, Latthoodih, Gazipur

A report by Rakesh & Vallabh

Date of Site Visit: 09 August 2005

On 9th August 2005 we reached Mahatma Gandhi Bal Vidyapeeth School run by Pratigya Prashikshan Sansthan, (this visit was unannounced) It was 9:30AM, School was yet to start, Children were coming, when we reached school there was two teachers, one helper and coordinator Smt. Rajkumari Gandhi were present. School building was build up with asbestos shed; there were 6 classrooms and an office room. School campus is filled with ornamental plants and well decorated. Till 9:45 about 60 students and 5 teachers reached school. Then prayer started, students was in row about 50% students are in uniform. After prayer classes started there was 5 classes, the following table will show the exact status

	S.No.
	Class Room 
	Classes
	No. Of Students Enrolled
	No. of Girls
	No. of Boys
	Today’s Attendance

	1
	I
	Prep 

Class 1st
	15
	3
	12
	10

	2
	II
	Class 2nd 

Class 3rd 
	18

17
	10

3
	8

14
	14

10

	3
	III
	Class 4th 
	19
	4
	15
	13

	4
	IV
	Class 5th
	17
	2
	15
	11

	5
	V
	Class 6th

Class 7th
Class 8th 
	6

5

7
	2

1

4
	4

4

3
	3

3

5

	Total
	
	
	104
	29
	75
	69


We met with students also, level of understanding and knowledge was good, and books are same as government school. About 60 % students come school regularly, about 50-60% are paying their regular fee that is Rs. 10 /- (Up to 5th) and Rs.15/- (Above 5th). They told they would play games in last period. When we ask:”why you are not going in government school? (Which is very near to this school) They told “ Yahan Padhai Achchhi hoti hai” (Teaching is good in this school). Some students are enrolled in government school to get scholarship facilities but they also came in this school. We spent 3 hours in school.

We talked with Smt. Raj Kumari Gandhi, she told that decreasing number of students is due to mid day meal and scholarship provided by the government school. She said, “Our three teachers were left school due to irregular salary provided by us. We don’t have fund since May 2004, We are getting about Rs.3000/- Pm from computer training and job work, with the help of this source we are running the school in very difficult situation. 

On discussion with her we came to know that 

1. Sewing training is stopped due lac of funds since March 05.

2. Computer system is in professional use and kept at the computer center, which is 15 kilometers away from this school.  

3. Bee keeping activity is failed and they don’t have any concrete plan for other activity of self-reliance i.e. Candle making, Agarbatti making etc. They don’t have surplus fund to start new activity.

4. She is in contact with others for economical support but does not receive any positive response till now.

5. If they will not get any fund this year also, some teachers will leave. Definitely number of student will also decrease.

6. They are trying to generate income from computer center but it will take 1-2 years to fulfill the requirement of the school.

We told her that “Asha” can not support a project for long time. She requested for  further supports till the school get self-reliant with help of Computer center. 

Our Suggestion: As a Junior High School has been started in the village, there is an alternative for students to go there, Government school is providing mid day meal as well as scholarship to students, but there quality of education is poor. Pratigya Prashikshan Sansthan Should work as mass movement for improvement of  quality of education in Govt School, they can give input to government school also. In Govt School there is only 3 teachers, but condition can improve if community pressure will be mounted. It can take few years, there fore “Asha” can give a necessary support for only one year, as we are not proving fund since May 2004. 

We(Rakesh And Vallabh) are proposing following budget for PPS, 

(it should be clear to PPS that this is there last fund)

	S.No.
	Particulars
	Details
	Amount

	1
	Teachers Salary
	4 X Rs.1000/- X 12 Months
	48,000/-

	2
	Coordinator’s Salary
	Rs.2500/- X 12 Months
	30,000/-

	3
	Sewing Instructor
	Rs.800/-  X  6 Months
	4,800/-

	4
	Helper
	Rs.800/- X 12 Months
	9,600/-

	5
	Land Rent 
	Rs.500/- X 12 Months
	9,600/-

	6
	Admin Exp + Miscellaneous  
	Rs.500/- X 12 Months
	6,000/-

	  Total                                                                                                             Rs.108,000/-


Rupees One Lac Eight Thousands only for One Year($2540).


Thanks 

Rakesh &

Vallabh

Asha Varanasi

Contact Nos.

91-542-2618201, 9415256849

