Report for August 2006 to July 2007

1) Education of Children from Brick Kilns and Right to Education campaign

2) Right to Information Campaigns in Kanpur

3) Supplementary Information

1) Work in Education of Children of Migrant Brick Kiln Labor

a) Mahesh and team members have produced a video on Apna Ghar:

http://www.wikiupload.com/comment.php?id=182181 (Caution: It’s a large ~103 MB file and the .dat file can be played with Windows Media Player)

The video gives background of the issue of children of migrant labor and the current status of children one year after regular schooling. 

b) Asha DC Projects
Fw: Examination result of Ek Kadam (Apna Ghar) children 
Posted by: "Sirish Agarwal" 

 HYPERLINK "mailto:sirish.in@gmail.com?Subject=+Re%3AFw%3A%20Examination%20result%20of%20Ek%20Kadam%20%28Apna%20Ghar%29%20children" \t "_blank" 
sirish.in@gmail.com 
   
Tue Feb 20, 2007 12:18 pm (PST) 

Results of students in Ek Kaddam project in kanpur.

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/619/Exam_Result_ApnaGhar_2007.pdf

Further details of the Ek Kaddam and other programs for migrant labor 
children are at Mahesh fellowship website accessible from 
www.ashanet.org/dc/projects

Thanks,
Sirish


c) Site Visit to Apna Ghar by Ram Krishnamurthy, senior volunteer at Asha Banglore

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/619/Site_visit_Apna_Ghar.doc
d) ---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Sanjeev Ranganathan <sanjeev.ranganathan@gmail.com> 
Date: May 2, 2007 6:47 PM
Subject: Re: 
….


Next let's go into to realities of formal schooling, that of efficiently killing any ingenuity in the children and making them do unnatural things like sitting in one place for 8 hrs and equipping them with no life skills except of they get a desk job. What are the solutions for a whole village of 10th class fail children who have "passed" so many yrs due to a govt policy of not failing children, not learnt a thing and have lost any ability to express themselves or think for themselves. How do you cover what Anu and Krishna are doing of creating a space for children to grow, helping these children actually learn so they can pass the 10th grade and at the same time work with the youth on self sustaining skills. Where is the direct impact for these children? 

How about children in brick kins who have never been to school? Which government school teacher or building has come forward to work with them. One of our fellows Mahesh has.

How about critical areas that the government is supposed to provide to every male, female, child that of health care and food. Which of the structures proposed work on these? Our fellows Manish and Nandlal work on these. Where is the direct impact on these areas failing which literacy is irrelevant?

e) Minutes of Asha Fellows group Conference call with Mahesh

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/document-view.php?id=5139
f) Progress reports on education of children from brick kilns

Reports from August 2006 to July 2007:

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/619/Ek_Kadam_Report_2.doc
http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/619/Foster_Home_for_Potential_Child_Worker.doc
http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/619/Ek_Kadam_Children_FirstReport.rtf
g) Right to Education Campaign in Kanpur:

http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/619/RighttoEducationActivity.doc
http://www.ashanet.org/projects-new/documents/619/Kanpur_RTE_Campaign_Demands
2) Right To Information and related Work

· Accept fees in cash

· Offices at ground floor

· Newspapers list the PIOs everyday

· Communities running their own RTI campaigns

· Shankar Singh used to work as an agent for driving licenses now working as an activist, he used to make money from corruption. Major achievement of Kanpur team

a) RTI Campaign 2-7 July 07 
--------- Forwarded message ----------
From: asha-india@yahoogroups.com <asha-india@yahoogroups.com>
Date: 1 Jul 2007 11:20:50 -0000
Subject: [asha-india] Digest Number 836
To: asha-india@yahoogroups.com
Posted by: "asha kashi" ashakashi@gmail.com 
Sun Jul 1, 2007 2:00 am (PST) 

dear friends,

To make aware about RTI, a one week '*Ghoos Ko Ghoonsa Abhiyan'* being
organised by *Right To Information Campaign,UP* and some Local Groups from *2nd
to 7th July 2007* in following District:

*Allahabad**:* At Kutchery: Vikram Singh: 983951328, Pawan Tiwari:9839814184

*Ballia:* At HQ : Manav: 9919686465, Vijay: 9335341150

*Sonbhadra:*At Robertsganj: Vandana:9956128649 , Anup: 9935777663

*Mirjapur:*At HQ: Ajay Patel: 9935956075, Amar Nath: 9935413031

*Bhadohi:* At Gyaanpur: Suneel: 9935923992 , Raja Ram/ Madan Lal: 9839884405

Following Volunteers from Right To information Campaign UP will assist camp
organisers:

Allahabad: Mahesh:9838546900

Ballia: Vallabh:9415256848 /

Sonbhadra: Anjani: 9415812309

Mirjapur: Ajay: 9935956075

Bhadohi: Jai Shankar: 9839716248

Please communicate this to lorger group and ask peoples in your contact to
participate this campaingn.

regards
vallabh
asha-varanasi
9415256848

b) Re: Discussion with Arvind Kejriwal at 8:30 PM on Sunday, 10th June 
Posted by: "S. Sundar Kumar Iyer" sskiyer@yahoo.com   sskiyer 
Wed Jun 20, 2007 3:50 am (PST) 

Below is, in brief, some information on the meeting that took place 
on 10th June. The meeting was well attended with around 30 people 
present. Besides Arvind, Mahesh (Kanpur), Ajay (Mirzamurad, 
Varanasi) and Sridhar (AID-USA) were also present to talk about RTI. 

Arvind discussed the history and examples of application of Right to 
Information in various contexts. He said that RTI will help get 
information and should help lower corruption in the government. It 
could also remove inefficiency to some extent. He, however, 
cautioned that it was not a cure-all and in some instances, some 
other action will be needed. He explained how the whole monitoring 
process works in RTI and how officials can be fined by the higher 
authority if they did not provid the right information. He encourage 
people to seek information from government offices as it helps know 
how everything functions (and it 'addictive' as he put it). That he 
said was important help this law to server the purpose for which it 
was created.

Mahesh updated the group about the RTI awareness work going on at 
Kanpur in the last few months. Their campaign has ensured that the 
different government offices have appointed information officers and 
that they receive the requests for information from the public in the 
proper manner. There have been a few cases of successes also. Ajay 
mentioned how they used RTI to get help for the schools they are 
running for underprivileged children in their village. Sridhar 
informed the gathering about the support AID and other like minded 
groups are giving to RTI campaigns.

People interested to know more about RTI, especially on the work in 
Kanpur area, could contact Mahesh. He has been regularly giving 
updates at our Asha meetings.

With regards
S.K.I.

c) Minutes of Asha (Kanpur) meeting held on 26 May 2007 
Posted by: "S. Sundar Kumar Iyer" sskiyer@yahoo.com   sskiyer 
Sat May 26, 2007 10:46 am (PST) 

Attendees: Raju Thapa, Sanjay Kushwaha, Mahesh, Abdul Kalam, Sundar Iyer

The meeting started at 4:10 PM at the Samtel Centre Meeting room at IIT 
Kanpur.

Updates:
1. Mahesh (with periodic inputs from Abdul) talked about the different 
work that is being pursued.

Right to Information
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Significant progress has been made in making people aware of the RTI 
laws in Kanpur and nearby places. An RTI office has been setup to help 
people seeking information under RTI. The upcoming events are:
* Monday, 28 May, 2007: Mobile camp in 6 depts of Kanpur city

* Tue. and Wed, 29-30 May, 2007: Camp at Latus Road

* Sunday, 10th June, 2007: Seminar from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM on RTI
The location is Shastri Bhawan, Khalasi Lines 
Arvind Khejriwal will be in town and will participate.

Classes in IIT Kanpur Railway Platform
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For the past 15 days, Mahesh, Abdul and Willyam have been holding 
classes in the railway platform for children who live there. They hold [image: image1.png]



the classes from 2 PM to 4 PM. So far the main effort has been in 
building a mutual trust. Hopefully over the coming months, the 
children can be weaned away from debilitating practices and habits and 
can be rehabilitated. It is a slow and difficult process. 

Apana Ghar
~~~~~~~~~~
It is now summer holidays for the children. Results are awaited for 7 
of the children. For two children in Class IV, Jitendra and Ashok, 
results are out. They have performed very well and have stood first 
and second in their class respectively. 

The children had recently put together a play in the Bara Chauraha area 
near RBI building, as part of Jan Chetana Kala Manch.

For the next year, three more children will be brought to Apna Ghar. 
This is all the increase in the number of children at Apna Ghar that is 
possible right now as resources are limited.

The long term goal is that once the children are in class 8th to 10th, 
they will given vocational training and hopefully will be able to stand 
on their own feet and build a successful career / life.

Library at Apna Ghar
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Library is running successfully. It is typically open from 4:00 PM to 
5:00 PM. Older children are asking for career building magazines and 
books such as 'Competition Success Review'. If necessary, they are 
willing to pay more fees. Currently Rs. 5 per month per child is 
charged to use the library. The response is quite good.

Vallabhacharya has mentioned that he will try and put together 
a 'sports kit' for each of the centres where the library is running 
well. This will contain some indoor games as well as some outdoor game 
equipment/accessories.

3) Supplementary Information

Social Audit of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme in Behender block of Hardoi, U.P.

After conducting social audit of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) implementation in Sandila and Bharawan blocks of Hardoi district in UP from 25th November to 2nd December, 2006 (see report below) we are conducting a similar exercise in the adjacent block of Behender from May 29th to June 5th, 2007. 

Volunteers working for various civil society groups are invited to participate and contribute to this exercise. It is expected that 100 to 150 volunteers will take part in this campaign, about half of which will be from Hardoi and the other half from other districts and states. Each of the ten teams constituted will survey and document the implementation in 5 villages over 5 days. 

Because of persistent efforts of Asha Parivar volunteer from Hardoi, Jagdish, muster rolls of almost all the Gram Panchayats are available for inspection and measurement books of some of the Gram Panchayats have been obtained.

Campaign Schedule:
May 29: Training of the volunteers at Behender Block office.
May 30 - June 4: Social audit exercise in various villages.
June 5: Public hearing at Behender Block office.

For further information contact Jagdish, coordinator for the Behender campaign, at 9452193906. Volunteers wishing to participate in the social audit campaign may intimate Vallabhacharya at 9415256848 or ashakashi@gmail.com or Sirish Agrawal at sirish.in@gmail.com. Students who wish to do summer interships are also welcome to participate in this campaign.
To reach Behender Block you may come to Lucknow and then reach Behender via Sandila. You may also get down at Sandila railway station. Sandila is about 60 km from Lucknow in the direction of Hardoi and Behender Block is another 15 km from Sandila.
Jagdish (9452193906), Ram Sagar Verma (9451209863), Neelkamal (9451148061), Keshav Chand (9839883518), Jaishankar (9839716248), Ram Bharose, Bhagwandeen, Chandralekha, Suman Gautam, Rambabu, Gayadeen, Ashok Bharti, Yeshwant Rao , Virendra Singh , Karan Singh , Harshavardhan Purandare, Sirish Agrawal, Mahesh (9838546900), Vallabhacharya (9415256848), Arundhati Dhuru (9415022772), Sandeep
Asha Parivar
----------------------------------------------------------
FINDINGS OF SOCIAL AUDIT OF NREGS IN BHARAWAN AND SANDILA BLOCKS OF HARDOI DISTRICT IN U.P. DURING 25TH NOV.-2ND DEC., 2006
Conducted by Asha Parivar
NREGA

(1) Most of the people in the 50 Village Panchayats that were covered during the Social Audit exercise in Bharawan and Sandila Blocks of Hardoi District were not even aware of the NREGA. In fact, some Gram Pradhans also did not have a complete knowledge of all the provisions of the Act. Most of them were treating it like any other government scheme.

JOB CARDS

(2) Most of the people had not applied for Job Cards. Those who had, were still awaiting to get their Job Cards. The Gram Pradhans are usually favouring their family members and people who voted for them during the Panchayat elections for making of the Job Cards, like it happens in selecting beneficiaries for most government schemes.

(3) Names of all adult members of the family, especially the women members, are not being mentioned on the Job Cards. No Job Cards were issued to any woman even in women headed households. Name of only one woman was mentioned in a Job Card in Tiloiyakalan Gram Panchayat. The husband of the Gram Pradhan of Purwaman Village Panchayat deaclared in an open meeting that it was not possible for him to make Job Cards in the name of women.

(4) In almost all Gram Panchayats, people had to submit their photographs or pay money to the Pradhan to get their photographs affixed to the Job Cards. 

(5) There is a discrepancy between the number of Job Cards shown to be issued in the Block Office records and the register which is available with the Gram Panchayat Vikas Adhikari (VDO). For example, in Atsalia, Atwadanda, Chhanoiya, Gogadev, Dhikunni, Kanaura Aant, Rudauli Newada and Lalamau Gram Panchayats the Block Office record shows, respectively, 269, 222, 301, 255, 270, 245, 240 and 260 Job Cards issued whereas actually only 121, 95, 164, 70, 100, 143, 187 and 180, respectively, cards have been issued. This implies that the official figure of number of Job Cards issued in Sandila and Bharawan Blocks being reported by the Block Office, 13,812 and 12,475, respectively, is probably exaggerated by more than two times.

(6) The Job Cards in all Village Panchayats mostly were with the Gram Pradhans or VDOs and some of them distributed them to people just before the arrival of social audit teams in the village. Still, most Job Cards, even if they have been made, have not reached the rightful owner.

(7) In some Gram Panchayats, like Sahgawan, Narainpur Sunda and Mavai Musalmanan complaints were received of money being charged in the range of Rs. 25-100 for issuing Job Card. 

(8) In Gram Panchayat Jamu reports were received of Gram Pradhan having cancelled the Job Cards when the workers did not report for work. This was denied by the BDO Nafees Ahmad. Since the workers did not have the Cards with them the truth could not be verified.

(9) In most Gram Panchayats Job Cards of people who have worked were found blank, there were discrepancies among the Job Card entries, muster roll entries and workers’ testimonies. Name and description of work and wages paid were not shown on the Job Cards.

MUSTER ROLLS

(10) Muster rolls reflected a higher amount paid to the labour. This is a common way of embezzlement of funds. However, in addition to the corruption, under NREGA it also implies reduction by the number of exaggerated days out of 100 days of guarantee to the concerned worker and hence should be considered a crime.

(11) Payments have been registered in personal diaries and signature/thumb impression were taken either on these diaries, private registers, blank sheets or on blank muster rolls.

(12) Names of people who have not worked on the site are shown on muster rolls. Their Job Card numbers have been entered even though they are not aware of any such document. Some of them have worked on private jobs of Pradhans.

(13) Signatures and thumb impressions have been fudged on a large scale. Even people who can sign have been shown to have put thumb impressions on muster rolls. The people who prepare muster rolls seem to have a fascination for thumb impressions.

(14) There was a discrepancy between the number of workers who worked on a particular work shown in the Block office records and the muster rolls.
S.N.Name of VillageNo. of workers shown in Block Office recordsNo. of workers shown on Muster Rolls.
1.Narainpur Sunda2533
2.Tikra Kalan3036
3.Atsalia (approach road from Patti Magra to Atsalia Patri)5064
4.Atsalia (approach road from Gangabux to Sumer Kheda culvert)4548

MINIMUM WAGES & MEASUREMENT OF WORK

(15) In Gram Panchayats Purwaman, Mahitha, Atwa Danda, Sahgawan, Bakwa, Parihawan Sekhwapur, Bharigahna, Atsalia and Mavai Musalmanan complaints were received of Rs. 40-50 having been paid instead of Rs. 58 for per day of work. The usual excuse of the Pradhans is that they paid from their own pocket as there was a dealy in receiving payments from the district authorities. 

(16) The payments to workers are not linked to measurement of work. No measurement of works is taking place. The authorities were not able to provide Measurement Books for most of the works. Apart from Measurement Books for 3 works, no measurements books were available for over 100 works in the two Blocks. Without measurements it is not clear how cost estimates are made.

REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED

(17) Women are being systematically denied employment under this scheme even though the law provides for 33% women employment. In Sandila Block out of 9890 workers offered work so far there are only 7 women. The Pradhans say that women either cannot work or do not want to work. 

(18) In all the documents and works examined in two Blocks of Hardoi District there is not a single physically challenged person who has got work.

OTHER ISSUES

(19) Work has been allocated even though no real demand for work has been made. Workers did not receive any receipts, though the government records show that workers demanded work and receipts have been given. The works are being decided by people’s representatives and officials without consulting the people.

(20) No work application receipts have been given to any labour, thus preventing the possibility for making claims of unemployment allowance after 15 days of submission of application demanding work and work not having been provided. 

(21) Worksite facilities like drinking water, first aid, shade and crèche for small children (in case of more than five infants at worksite) were not provided in any work.

TRANSPARENCY

(22) No transparency is being observed in implementation of this scheme. Important issues related to transparency are as follows:

(a) No boards are put at worksites displaying the work details or sanctioned amounts.
(b) Muster rolls are not present at work sites.
(c) No information of Job Cards is publicly available.
(d) No information on selected projects is available publicly.
(e) Social Audits are not done by the Gram Panchayats.

(23) People are afraid of speaking out against the corruption in EGS. The Gram Pradhans and VDOs threaten the people not to speak truth in any inquiry. 

(24) Some Gram Panchayats were discovered where the actual Gram Pradhan in not in charge and the Panchayat is being controlled by some other powerful person of the village. Such Panchayats include Gogadev, Mandauli, Erka, Tikrabarar, Mahitha and Barahi. Panchayats where male family members were running the show on behalf of woman Pradhan included Atrauli, Narainpur, Chhanoiya, Purwaman, Kanaura Aant, Mahigawan and Mavai Musalmanan. This implies that in about one-fourth of the Panchayats the actual Gram Pradhan is not conducting the affairs of the Panchayat and the democratic system is being scuttled.

Ram Sagar Verma, Neelkamal, Keshav Chand, Jaishankar, Sajiwan Lal, Ram Bharose, Bhagwandeen, Chandralekha, Suman Gautam, Rambabu, Gayadeen, Ashok Bharti, Yeshwant Rao, Virendra Singh, Karan Singh, Harshavardhan Purandare, Mahesh, Vallabhacharya, Arundhati Dhuru, Sandeep
Asha Parivar

The Seoul Times
Seoul, South Korea
1 May 2007
Don't Forget Workers on International Labour Day

Today (May 1, 2007) as the world observes International Labour Day (or May Day), countless millions of workers on the frontlines of unorganized sector toil hard completely oblivious of today's significance. How is it possible to usher in a change for social justice when those most under-represented are not engaged and their voices not heard, especially today? [image: image2.png]



THE SEOUL TIMES went to capture concerns of most under-represented voices. 
International Labour Day is observed to pay homage to the workers who had laid down their lives for Labour rights in Chicago on 1 May 1886. It commemorates the historic struggle and efforts of working people. 
One doesn't have to go very far from India's capital New Delhi . Employees of a company called Wow Information Solutions Private Limited have alleged that their employers (especially Mr Sohrab Khan, Human Resource Manager) are threatening them on emails and phone, so as to dissuade them by intimidation from asking their dues like salary, form-16 or provident fund papers. Rajeshwar Ojha and Vishal Anand, two ex-employees of this company while showing copies of threatening emails, say that Mr Sohrab Khan has even denied Form-16 to them. 
Moving away from the India's capital [image: image3.png]


Delhi to a village Lalpur in Hardoi district, people voice similar concerns. Ram Babu, a native of Natpurwa village, said that despite of the fact that National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) promises 33% of job cards to women, only 12 women have been able to get job cards under NREGA out of 10,000 job cards distributed so far. When people of these villages conducted a social audit in end of November 2006, they uncovered massive irregularities in the muster rolls. Money was shown to be paid for many days (at the rate of Rs 58 per day) in names of people who weren't even aware of such a scheme leave aside getting work or money! During the social audit the workers got to know that the actual due wage is Rs 58 per day, whereas they were being paid arbitrarily anything between Rs 30-40 per day before. 
Chandralekha, who hails from Natpurwa village, infamous for 350 years old sex-work trade in Hardoi district, laments that despite of lobbying for more than 7 years, she got no response from authorities. Most of the population of natpurwa village will qualify to get BPL (Below Poverty Line) cards and therefore be entitled to get free rashion from public distribution system (PDS) under Antodaya Scheme. In reality, not even a single person has got BPL card or rashion supply under antodaya scheme so far in Natpurwa. 
This is a dangerous trend, where we do have special days on calendar like International Labour Day, but while observing May Day today forget to involve the most important stakeholder – the workers' themselves. With vast majority of people working in unorganized sector, it becomes all the more important to raise awareness about rights of these workers so that they are not subjected to abuse or exploitation, says Dr Sandeep Pandey, noted social activist and recipient of Ramon Magsaysay Award 2002. It is also important to provide security to these workers, like landless farmers for example. If they stop growing food, what will we eat then, asks another activist Mahesh Kumar of [image: image4.png]


Kanpur. 
A senior government official on condition of anonymity says that it is a huge challenge to talk of rights and regulations in unorganized sector. Not only corporate powers are slowing down the process, but also those whose vested interests are at stake. Real democracy and end of feudalism will only happen when we are able to restore dignity of life for every landless labourer, said he. 
Let's hope the policy makers are listening!

Fw: Handbill used by us to make aware about NREGA and RTI 
Posted by: "Sirish" sirish.in@gmail.com  
Wed Apr 11, 2007 9:00 am 

----- Original Message ----- 
From: asha kashi 
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2007 6:57 AM
Subject: Handbill used by us to make aware about NREGA and RTI

dear all,
we are using handbills on NREGA and RTI to make aware people about these acts. last year we distributed more than one lac handbills. here is the translated verson.

People's Right : Right to Information (RTI)
Our Money : Our Accounts
Get informed : Live Life

Transparency and Answerability are the pillars of Democracy!

Ø All Indians now have the right to demand information from all government and other constitutional organizations. 
Ø Parliament passed the "Right to Information Bill" on May 11, 2005 and the law was enforced all over the country on October 13, 2005.
Ø This law not only applies to semi-government organizations and departments, but also to such private groups, which get funded by the government. 
Ø You have the right to get information from all ministries, government departments, offices of constitutional organizations, CBI, public corporations, universities, banks etc. 
Ø Some departments are kept out of the reach of this bill. These departments include the confidential and secret investigation departments, scientific research departments, nuclear and satellite department, Kashmir issue and any such information which, if made public, might jeopardize the security of the nation.
Ø Information can be obtained in the matters of violation of human rights and about a probe once the investigation is over. 
Ø You can request information about the village chief, the village panchayat, the block panchayat, district panchayat and also about the works, wealth, income and expenditure of your Member of Parliament and Member of Legislative assembly, etc. 
Ø You are also entitled to proof of information in the form of photocopies, or electronic copies e.g. floppies, CDs, video tapes or audio tapes, etc.
Ø You can also ask for copies of comments made on any report, decisions, new law, minutes of any meeting, or letters exchanged. 
Ø In case any information is not made available to you or your work is not done, you have the right to know the reasons for the same and the names of the person(s) responsible. 
Ø To put a stop to the rapidly growing corruption and in order to get your due, please use the RIGHT TO INFORMATION. Use this right, unify in your struggle to stop corruption, and make it a revolution. 

The procedure to obtain Information
1)To obtain information you'll have to apply with Rs.10 (ten) only. 
2) This amount can be paid in the form of cash, bank draft, banker's check, treasury receipts (chalaans). Postal Order is also recognized in Central government departments.
3) There is no fee for people living under poverty line. They will have to include a copy of their ration card.
4)There is a separate fee to obtain information in electronic form (floppy, CD, video cassette, audio-video tape, etc).
5) Public information officers and staff have been nominated in every department at tehsil and block level. A public/people information officer has been appointed at district level.
6) Information officer will get you desired information within 30 days of receiving your application. If the information is related to another department, the waiting time can be 35 days.
7) If the information is not obtained within the prescribed time, or the information is incomplete, doubtful, unclear, or dissatisfactory, then the appeal for the same should be made to the department's appeal officer within 30 days. 
8) If satisfactory information is not obtained from the appeal officer, then the complain will need to be registered with state information committee. Complaints regarding central government departments will need to be registered with Central Information Committee. 
9) The information committee will investigate the matter and make the information available within 10 days. It will also take appropriate law-abiding action against related officers and staff. The committee can even deduct Rs250 per day (up to a total of Rs 25000) from the wages of the responsible officer. 
10) If the information is not obtained at the Committee level, then an appeal can be made in a court of law as well.

The address of the Central and State Information Committee follows:
Central:
Central Information Director Office
Block 4
5th Floor
Old JNU Campus
New Delhi – 1100067
Phone: 011-26717351

UP State:
State Information Director Office
Room Number: 24, 25, 26, 28
6th Floor
Indira Bhawan
Lucknow – 226001
Phone: 0522-2336655

Do you want…..
Ø your business stuck in government offices to be completed?
Ø your broken road to be repaired and timely cleaning of the drains?
Ø Your ration card, passport, telephone connection, proof of residency and other such requests fulfilled WITHOUT giving bribe? 
Ø That your discontinued pension is resumed and your provident fund money is paid without any troubles? 
Ø Freedom from unreasonable behavior of the police officers?
Ø That it becomes easier to get your work done in banks, post office, insurance office etc.? 
Ø Justice to be served??

Do you want to know…..
Ø Who is responsible for not doing your work?
Ø How much money was brought in for the village development and how it was spent? 
Ø Who has been given the antyodaya, annapoorna, and below poverty line ration cards in your village? Who all get widow, handicapped or old age pension? Who all have benefited from Indira housing, Fisherman housing, toilets or handpump installations? 
Ø How many students are there in your village's primary school? How much money was given for the school's development? Or if all the students received the mid-day meal, scholarships, uniforms and books? 
Ø Where was the money that came from your MP's, district panchayat's, village panchayat's, and municipality's funds spent? 

You have a right to know! So be Alert and Make Use of the Right to Information!! You must already know that the government wants to amend the Right to Information, to make this right weaker! If you want the ministers and officers to be responsible towards you and if you want them to pay heed to your opinion while making key policy decisions, then come out to strongly oppose this amendment. 

Send an appeal to not alter this law by writing letters, email, and fax to the prime minister and the president of India. 

Also, request your MP to oppose this amendment in the Parliament!!

You can contact the following phone numbers regarding this endeavor:
Lucknow: Arundhati Dhuru: 9415022772 / S.R.Darapuri: 9415164845/ Shailendra Singh: 9415006470 / Naveen Tiwari: 9935008249 / Chunnilal: 9839422521 / B.M.Tripathi: 9450368457 / Avinash Kumar: 9335458439 / Sandeep Mishra: 9335458413
Allahabad : Sujeet Srivastav: 9415267248
Azamgarh:Sadanand Tiwari: 9415358103
Ballia:Vijay Bhai: 9335341150 /Baliram: 9450532465
Bhadohi:B.K.Rai : 9415360040
Chandauli:Jaishankar Pandey: 9839716248 / Bindu Singh: 9415222597 / Surendra: 9415377328 / Dr.S.P.Singh: 9450245119 / Ram Awadh: 9415872823
Deoria: Kesav Chand: 9839883518
Faizabad: Shashi Bhushan: 9415140215 / Shah Alam: 9919005173
Gazipur: Vishvesh: 9450243848 / Brij Bhushan Dubey: 9450722021 / Dr.Pankaj Rai: 9415806710 / Kailash Yadav: 9839159312 / Savitri: 9838214845
Gorakhpur : Manoj Singh: 9415282206 / Ashish Kumar: 0551-2260180
Hardoi : Radheshyam Kapoor: 9838646247 / Ashok Bharti: 05854-281795 / Ramsagar Varma/Rambabu: 9451209863 /Jitendra Dixit: 9839842511 
Jaunpur: Nisar Ahmad: 9415315484 / Sachin Agrawal: 9415255042
Kannauj: Munnalal Shukla: 9839575546
Kanpur : Mahesh Kumar: 9838546900, 9936003676 /Kuldeep Saxena: 9415040235 /Sanjeev Dayal: 9415134052 / William: 9450346654 / Abdul Kalam: 9336275125
Kushinagar: Kirodimal Chirania: 9451259791/ Jitendra Chaudhary: 9935008552
Lalitpur: Dwijendra Vishwatma: 9450581262
Mau: Arvind Murti: 9839835032 / Akhilesh: 9838230521 / Om Prakash Singh: 9450709745
Mirzapur: Manoj Pandey: 9451573738 / Sandhya Singh: 9450162867 / Mithilesh Bhai: 9450162868
Muradabad: Prem Kumar: 9412839020
Muzzafarnagar: Munesh Kumar Gupta: 9837144590
Pratapgarh: Ravindra Mishra: 9838882977
Raibareli: Santosh Bahadur: 9415954277
Sitapur: Mangat Ram Sharma: 9415053216 /Ramsagar Verma: 9451209863 / Richa Singh: 9450462474
Sultanpur: Sanjay Singh: 9838698664 / Shamshad Ahmed:9415457968 
Unnao: Neelkamal: 9335287180 / Yashwant Rao: 9935451876 /Ashok Bhari: 05854-281795
Varanasi : Vallabhacharya: 9415256848 / Ajay Patel: 9935956075 / Rekha Chauhan: 9415256472 / Anjani Singh: 9415812309 /Rakesh Singh: 9451938835 / Nandlal Master:: 9415300520 / Arun Singh: 9415262619

Participation in Asha 16 Conference

Posted by: "Sabita Balachandran" sabita@gmail.com   sabita_b 
Fri Jun 1, 2007 7:26 am (PST) 

Dear Jeba, Keerthi, Ram, Vallabh , Mahesh,
Ski,Rajaram,Ravi,Anuj,Giri,Karpagam,

Thank you for participating via Conference Call during the session on Asha
India Perspective at Asha 16 . It was wonderful to hear from you and I am
sure the US volunteers feel the same. It was as informative to hear about
RTI and NREGS efforts from the Kanpur, Kaithi/Lalpur chapters as it was
hear what our chapters on the ground are doing.

I appreciated your sending me chapter updates despite giving you all very
less time to do so. These can be seen at:
http://www.ashanet.org/centralnj/conference/2007/readingmaterial.html
.<http://www.ashanet.org/centralnj/conference/2007/readingmaterial.html>


