Protest Demonstration by Migrant Workers and their Children demanding for Education
5th December 2006
A protest demonstration was organized by the migrant workers and their children from various brick kilns and construction sites at Shikshak Park in Kanpur demanding for providing education and health facilities to them. Children, their parents, teachers and many social workers had gathered there for a Peace March from Shikshak Park to DM office, but police and administration did not allow them to move. Ms. Vijaya Ramachandran, Dr. Sandeep Pandey, Ms. Manwati Arya, and many other eminent social activists and children tried to convince the police to allow them to move peacefully at least to some distance, but all the voices poured into deaf ears. So we decided to demonstrate at the Shikshak Park itself. The City Magistrate came on behalf of the District Magistrate at 1.00 pm to receive the memorandum.
Background: Kanpur has been an employment providing city for decades for the people from low income group. People from socially and economically weak sections of society from nearby districts and states have been coming to the city in search of work in brick kilns and construction sites. They have dreams to earn more money to support their families in a better way. But the facts recite totally different story. They get themselves entrapped in the hands of middle men by getting advance money for work. The result is that they employ their children as well to the work so that they can earn more and can repay advances. In all this process education of the children are badly affected. They neither get education at their native villages nor at the worksites in Kanpur. One can find number of children of school going age (from 5-14 years of age) either playing in the fine dust which is very injurious to health or moulding bricks from earth. The right of the childhood to get proper food, education and health care are no where in their dreams. There have been number of schemes for the education and health care of these children but nothing was done for these children. We have been constantly talking with the education and labour departments to implement DPEP or Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan for the brick kiln and construction workers’ children, but they give no ear to it. To awaken the government from deep slumber and drowsiness, we finally decided to come out on road. This was the main objective of the demonstration and peace march.
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10 AM: Children and workers gathered at Shikshak Park by 10 am to demand for the fundamental right to education and various health facilities provided in various labour laws. They were showing placards:  “Hamara Skool kahan hai, Jawab do Jawab do”, “Shiksha hamara jamnasiddha adhikar hai, ham ise lekar rahenge”, etc. More than 125 children and 50 workers participated in the demonstration along with about 50 social activists including Ms. Vijaya Ramachandran, Dr. Sandeep Pandey and renowned freedom fighter Ms. Manwati Arya. Interestingly brick kiln association who was invited to the protest, also participated in the demonstration through their President, Secretary, Treasurer and other officials. As reported above, police were constantly patrolling at the place to stop us from moving. 

11.30 AM: We decided to move out for the peace march inspite of the police restriction. Sandeep Ji, Vijaya didi and Manwati Ji along with other social workers and children started moving out. But police again came in the way and stopped us to move ahead. We told that out demonstration was a peaceful one and we were not going to produce any nuisance to the law and order, but they did not heed to our plea. It should be remembered that we personally met DM Mr. Anurag Srivastava on 23rd November and handed him a letter seeking permission for the march. Also on 28th, we gave another letter to SSP on the same.
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Finally we decided to have our demonstration and meeting at the Park itself. Sandeep Ji addressed to the children and their parents stressing the need for education. He [image: image4.jpg]


emphasized that we will have to fight for our right in a peaceful manner. He advocated for a permanent solution by providing a residential kind of schooling for the migrant children. Vijaya didi also asked government to implement Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan or other programmes especially for these children at their worksites. She urged government to work for it sincerely and honestly in the broader interest of our country. Manwati Arya Ji asked children to raise slogans: “Hum bacche hain sabse acche, tan man se hum saaf rahenge”. Inspite of being 86 years old, her enthusiasm was commendable which reminded the time of Azad Hind Fauz. Children and workers also addressed to the meeting expressing their earnest desire to find a permanent and proper solution to this problem. Children said that they want to study, but there is no school for them.
1.00 PM: City Magistrate came along with police team to receive memorandum on behalf of District Magistrate. Memorandum along with our demands was read out to him. He assured that he will look into the matter and will try to do his best in the matter. A memorandum by brick kiln association was also presented to him expressing their wishes to support for the education of brick kiln workers’ children and asking government to take proper steps in this regard.

2.00 PM: Press conference was organized at the Press Club of Kanpur. Sandeep Ji, Vijaya Didi, Manwati Arya Ji, Dayawati Ji (a woman worker) and Mahesh (son of a brick kiln worker) addressed to the press reporters.
