Phone Discussion with SAC School Principals
(separate converstions held on July 1, 2007)
Mona Sehgal, Asha-DC
7/5/07
 
 
Background: Asha-DC supported 19 students in Lucknow to attend formal schools through its Support A Child (SAC) program. Nine students each came from the Asha Samajik Vidyalaya centers of Nadwa and Madiyaw, plus one other student who was not affiliated with any ASV centers supported by Asha-DC/AZ. The SAC students from Madiyaw are enrolled at Sant Asarambapu school and students from Nadwa are enrolled at Ram Bharose school. Below are some key points noted during phone conversation between Asha-DC volunteer, Mona Sehgal, and the principal of each school.
 
Rambharos Yashodadevi Balkalyan Vidyamandir (Nursery – VIII grade)
Principal: Mr. Rudra Pratap
Affiliated ASV Center: Nadwa
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No.of students enrolled (2006): 9
Students who Dropped-out: 3
Current (2007) SAC Students: 6
 
1.       The school has monthly meetings with guardians. All parents of SAC students generally attend these meetings. Chunnilalji has also attended these meetings. The school principal or teachers let Chunnilal know if a student has been absent for a week. [In a later conversation Mona asked Chunnilalji noted that teachers from the Nadwa center don’t attend these meetings because their time (in the morning) usually conflicts with the time when the center is open.]
2.       Two children – Afrin and Iqrar – were singled out as “toppers” and “very strong” performers. The principal noted that “every teacher and student” likes these two students, who happen to be siblings.
3.       Three students – Radha, Ajay and Sonilal –did not take the final exams and appear to have dropped out of school. They have moved back to their village with their families as the slums they lived in were destroyed.
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In general, ASV SAC students are treated like any other student at the school and come from similar socio-economic background.  
5.       About 4 children from the Nadwa slum, who do not attend the ASV center there, have approached the school for admission.
 
 
Sant Asarampabu Public School (Nursery – XII grade)
Principal: Smt. Kanak Srivastav
Affiliated ASV Center: Madiyaw
No.of students enrolled (2006): 9
Students who Dropped-out: 0
Current (2007) SAC Students: 9
 
1.       No SAC student has dropped out and all students passed their final exams in May 2007. Some students noted for their good performance in particular are Sophia, Rafia, Shimpi and Angad.
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The school has monthly meetings with parents and also meets with ASV teachers. Additionally, the principal has had ad hoc meetings with Chunnilal, Usha and Manoj.
3.       The principal mentioned that the school as only 9 rooms and has to run 2 sessions (one in the morning for nursery to Vth grade and another in the afternoon for 6th to 12th grade) to accommodate all students. She asked if Asha can provide some support for expanding the school [Discuss with Chunnilal.]
4.       The school is 5 years old. Most teachers tend to be females and have a B.A. or B.Ed degree. The school year began on June 25, 2007.
5.       ASV SAC students need to get books. [Chunnilalji said in a separate call that he will be requesting Asha-UP treasurer, Vallabh bhai, to provide funds for this.]
