Right Start – May 2007

“The vast majority of India continues to be neglected and it is the privileged cream of society that is developing at a fast pace. Focus and effort is required towards developing the underprivileged section.” This was the larger objective as stated by Mrs.Laksmi Suryanarayanan as she conducted the Right Start program.

Right start, an initiative by Asha has been supported by IIT for the last two years. It is a teachers training program for teachers of schools from rural environment in Tamil Nadu and Balwadis, Government aided schools in Chennai.

This year the program was conducted in the Computer Sciences department of IIT from 8th to 13th May  The focus was on providing teachers insights on using diverse activities in teaching oral English to primary and pre-primary school children. The use of Bingo games in teaching phonics was well received by the teachers. They were successful in designing different simple bingo games that would lead to correct pronunciations.

The use of materials readily available in and around the class room to construct stories was demonstrated. The teachers enthusiastically practiced the art of building on short stories using drawings on the black board, charts, etc. They learnt how to enact stories; rhymes and songs that would enable children develop strong English Communication skills.

There was an interesting demonstration on the correct use of prepositions by framing short sentences on parts of the body and describing the things that can be seen in the class room. Another session was conducted on the correct use of tenses in sentences. The teachers were advised to prepare a set of short sentences that were checked for correctness before being taught to the children.

The enthusiasm grew as the teachers prepared presentations incorporating all the techniques learnt during the workshop. Six teams were formed and they spontaneously developed Bingo games, songs, picture show and tell stories. Keeping correctness of English as the central focal point, the teams ably demonstrated English teaching skills.  Some teachers who were repeat participants from the previous year incorporated some of the skills learnt earlier demonstrating continuity in learning.

Each teacher was given a very well designed kit that comprised a lovely navy blue bag with Asha Chennai written on it, 2 books - Oxford New wave Series, Primer A and Primer  B on short and long vowel sounds, 2 durable plastic containers with  2 sets of flash cards, 2 zip lock bags containing grammar strips games of sentences in past and present tense.. The flash cards had hand drawn and colored pictures painstakingly made by the teachers of Asha Balwadi teachers under the guidance of teachers of the Olcott Memorial School.

The entire workshop, its structure and conduct was as per plan and the benefits were tangibly visible. The program lead by Mrs.Lakshmi Suryanarayanan and ably supported by Lakshmi Balasubramanian had a strong positive impact on the teachers that mould the future minds. It was planned that there would be follow up programs on the workshop by making visits to the schools.

Observations written by Sangeeta Arora. 

Sangeeta, an educationist at heart has been with the IT Industry for more than 14 years. She is a qualified B.Ed, MBA in HR and Certified SAP Professional in HR. She read about Asha’s efforts on internet and called Mr.Rajaram and Mrs.Lakshmi Surynarayanan. The warmth with which she was welcomed and integrated into the group to help out in the training camp was amazing. Taking her baby steps towards service this was no doubt a “Right Start” for her too. As a fresh person she has documented her observations during the camp. The 2 most significant impressions that she carried at the end of the workshop was:

1. The passion with which some people are working selflessly to help society

2. The immensity of the work ahead.

