Questions?

Contact Lakshmi Suryanarayanan- 

surlak@vsnl.net

Dated 12 June 2007

Asha Chennai- Project Right Start- A Teacher Empowerment Initiative

May 8th to 13th 2007- Chennai & May 22nd , 23rd  2007 at Nagapattinam

A Report 

The focus of this year’s RightStart workshop was Activity Based Oral English (ABOE) to help non English speaking teachers teach English correctly at the basic Classes 1,2, 3 levels.

As against an estimated 60 we had 67 ( including 8 men)  participants from Chennai and other districts of Tamilnadu  ( Please find the list of schools at the end of the report). There was one participant from Orissa who wants to improve English teaching at her center in Orissa and may be start an Asha chapter in Orissa.

Bhoomika Ttrust Chennai which has associated with helping Asha Chennai with the Tsunami relief Back to School project funding in 2006 wanted to include 40 of its teacher from their neighbourhood tuition centers. As their number was large and requiremnt different the same team of resource persons conducted a two day RightStart workshop separately at Nagapattinam on 22nd and 23rd May 2007. The main focus was remedial Maths for primary and middle schools and English reading, use of simple structures and prepositions. This was a very basic and abridged version of the Chennai sessions. A follow up series is planned for the same participants in the next few months. All expenses were paid by the Bhoomika Trust. The table below does not include those expenses.

About the programme in Chennai

The programme went off very smoothly as per plan thanks to Prof. Kamakoti and his team at IIT Madras that made all the arrangements at the venue and followed up with requirements from day to day.

 Dr. Kamakoti and Prof. in charge of continuing education programmes in IIT Madras inaugurated the Workshop. They were very encouraging in their talks and said they would be helping to host the workshop year after year at the IIT chennai.

They outlined IIT Chennai’s interest in teacher education.

IIT’s plan to set up a teacher-training institute in due course was very well received.

The teachers from different places chose to make mixed groups amongst themselves so that they could share understanding and experiences and improve their knowledge and skills.

The participants found all parts of the programme interesting. From theory, pedagogy, phonics practice, learning to use the materials given to them to take home and use in their schools, learning to create new games with simple easily available materials, use of grammar games- simple ones to start with as well acting and singing the days passed quickly. The presentations at the end of the programme reflected that the expected learning had taken place. The workshop feed back also indicates that the desired outcome was achieved.

The important new addition to the workshop was the very interesting demonstration of Physics principles b Prof. Natrajan of IIT Madras. All participants enjoyed the session.

Teachers of middle school and high school have requested that they be given special inputs in science in the next programme. This also went as per plan as the session was introduced to bring about the excitement of teaching and learning science is one of the next objectives of RightStart 2008.

Other things that happened during the workshop

Chennai Chimes people interviewed Asha Chennai volunteers and wrote an article with special focus on the chapter’s Chennai activities.

Some half a dozen volunteers from Spice group of Verizon (An MNC) participated in the final presentation on Saturday 12th to learn from  as well as help the participants.

Some more details

1.The accommodation and food for the participants was of very good quality. The intense heat in the hostel rooms on the top floors of the hostels did trouble the participants but after the initial complaints they understood that this was unfortunately a very bad summer in Chennai and not much could be done about it. The chief resource person also stayed with the participants at the venue.

2. The resource persons-

Chief Resource person- Lakshmi Suryanarayanan- Asha Chennai volunteer- Headmistress of Olcott Menorial High School, Chennai-90 – runs the SPELL ( Special programme for English and Language Learning in her Tamil medium school for the poor. She has been doing this since 1999 taking on from the TED (Teaching English to the Disadvantaged a joint project run in her school by British Council and The Hindu from 1997 to 2000). Has done a series of workshops for OUP including ABOE in 5 places in Sri Lanka with live demonstrations with class1 children. (No honorariums are claimed by her for any Asha related work.)

Lakshmi Balasubramaniam- Phonics and use of it in the primary classes to help read quickly and easily

Teacher at the Olcott memorial High school for more than a decade teaching English to primary classes, teaching reading and using stories on CD Roms as teaching aids to help with reading.

Poornima Arun- Songs and activities session. Teaching at the Olcott School trained in TED programme by the British council experts. Has created the workbooks used by Classes 1,2,3 at the school with activities. Has taped the songs for the participants take home cassettes and also demonstrated the singing and use of the songs in her session.

Lalitha R. Teacher at Olcott School for more than 19 years– facilitator at all sessions. A teacher of primary Maths has started teaching English to class1 by learning to use phonics and also improve gher own ability to speak the language- A senior teacher with effective classroom skills as a learner of a new area- teaching of English

3. The participants opted to go to the Planetarium and Science Museum – an educational trip. The decision as it came from the participants seemed a very healthy sign of wanting to learn more and through educational visits.

4. The Take Home Kits

Asha Chennai volunteers during the April monthly meeting unanimously approved that participants be given a good carry shoulder bag to carry their materials to school. They would be able to carry their LTM from home to school and back. This would also help them work at home and make new materials for the children and put to use the skills learned effectively

Also approved was the making of good quality LTM as hand-outs ready made to use in their classes on reaching their schools. This would also be part of the equipment for classrooms. This kind of preparation ensured that the LTM were correct, colourful and not dependent on the participating teachers skill, time and knowledge.

So the entire month of April saw a big team of asha Chennai local teachers working with their hands under my guidance to create 80 sets of each 

Alphabet cards, Vowel cards for differentiation of long and short vowel sounds, taping of songs, grammar games…

Funding-

So far-

1. An individual donor from the US has contributed  $1000 towards the kits

2. A company in Chennai has contributed Rs20000 towards the project
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	Heads of expenses
	Details
	May 2007 Estimates for 60 participants In INR
	May 2007 Actual expenses for 67 particpants in INR



	1
	Accommodation and food for 6 days
	Breakfast for all participants, lunch for participants, resource persons and facilitators, dinner for the participants 
	66000


	69056

	2
	Resource persons and facilitators Honorarium
	 Honarium to 3 resource persons and facilitaors
	10000
	9000

	3
	Conveyance to Resource persons and facilitators
	For resource persons and facilitators
	1000
	1300

	4
	Photography (Documentation)
	Pictures taken on all  days 
	3000
	228

	5
	Outing for the participants
	Educational tour of thr Planetarium
	4000
	3584

	6
	Travel expenses of participants
	Train tickets and bus fares for local and outstation particpants
	30000
	14259

	7
	Materials for the participants to take home
	flash card and games, teachers kits, cassettes of songs, and photo copies of teacher training material, teachers kits reading support books
	24000
	36380

	8
	Wages to prepare the Teaching learning materials
	Ready to use flash cards in colour made over a period of one month
	0
	10825

	9
	Teacher’s Kit bags
	To carry the materials to classrooms
	0
	15921



	9
	Transportation 
	Of materials to venue and back- wages and transport
	0
	2530

	
	Total Amount in Rs
	
	140000
	163083


ICDS Balvadis Chennai

Besant Nagar, 

Odai Kuppam, 

Nochi Nagar, 

NochiKuppam, 

AnnaNagar, 

Ullagram

Nandambakkam

Thrisulam

EkambaramPillai St

Chennai Schools

CPS OdaiKuppam

C.M.S Vaikokaram Street

Olcott Memorial High School

Bharathiyar Evening School, Chennai

Districts

P.U.M School, Rishiyur

Govt. High School ,Vilakkudi

P.U.E School, Arichapuram

P.U.E School, Karichangudi

S.V.M School ,Kothamangalam

P.U.P School Kunnavalam

P.U.M School, Pudur

P.U.P School, Nemiliagaram

P.U.P School, Kuppamalchathiram

P.U.P School, Gunnavalaur

P.U.P School, Kuppamalchathiram

P.U.P School, Pattaraiperumbudus

SDD Office , Chetpet, Tiruvannamalai Dist

P.U.M School, Placepalayam

Teddy School Madurai

We request all who are interested in supporting this initative to contact us 

www. ashanet.org/chennai

Your individual contributions can be made by cheque or online through credit cards.

The proposal, Session plans, participants list and photographs of this programme are already uploaded to

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=626
This report will also be shortly uploaded to the website.

Thanks

lakshmi

