“LEARNING FOR LIFE”

CONSERVATION EDUCATION IN THE VGKK SCHOOL 

B.R. HILLS, KARNATAKA (Phase 2)

Progress Report Feb – Dec 2006
The Kannada version of the Handbook was finalized during this period. Shri Nagesh Hegde who translated it into Kannada, helped in coordinating the layout work which was undertaken in Bangalore. The design which was used for the English version was used for the Kannada version as well.

Second Teachers’ Orientation Workshop, May 26-29th  2006

The overall objective of this workshop (see annexure 1 for agenda) was to orient the teachers to Chapter 4 (Forests and Wildlife of BR Hills) and Chapter 5 (Non-Timber Forest Produce) of the Handbook. The thrust of this workshop, however, was Chapter 4, as we had earlier conducted an orientation with the teachers using a draft version of Chapter 5 in the first phase of this project.

Release of Forests Alive!/Vana Sanjivana (English and Kannada Handbooks respectively):
Dr. Sudarshan, founder trustee of VGKK, formally released the Handbooks at a small function attended by teachers and other guests of VGKK. He also distributed copies of the Kannada Handbook to the teachers.
Resource persons invited for the workshop:

We had three resource persons who participated in the workshop. Mr. Manjunath Hosabale spoke on the “Importance of Forest Ecosystems” and presented an audio-visual programme on the Wildlife of the Western Ghats. Mr. Sidappa Setty of ATREE addressed the group on “NTFP in BRT Wildlife Sanctuary: present scenario”. Madhuvanti Anantharajan, the illustrator of the Handbook, was the resource person for art and craft sessions during the workshop.
We had also invited R. Raju, DCF Chamrajanagar District, to talk on “Issues related to the management of Protected Areas, with a special focus on BRT Wildlife Sanctuary”. This was suddenly cancelled at short notice as he had other engagements.
Special events planned:

A quiz based on chapter 4 was conducted.  There were audio, visual and oral rounds. Kannada books on environment published by CEE were given to the winners.
A forest trek and a bird watching session had to be cancelled due to rains.
We faced many challenges during this workshop. We had less participation this time as some teachers were absent because they were sent to attend a government yoga training programme, and some others who were temporary staff were asked not to rejoin for the current academic year. On the last day we gave the staff who were present strong feedback on all the issues that we had faced. They apologized and assured us that this would not be the case in future.
Third Teachers’ Orientation Workshop, August 22 – 23 2006

The third teachers’ workshop dealt with the Maps and Mapping and Agriculture chapters of the Handbook. 

Sessions were of various kinds – direct classroom observation seeing how teachers used the manual and had activities with the children, analysis of classroom observations in upper primary and high school, trying out sample activities from the manual, presentation of work done by each teacher during the period June to August 2006, feedback on corrections in Kannada Manual, a presentation by researchers (Gopal and Shanthakumar) from Green Foundation Bangalore on “Agricultural Diversity and Food Security”, and an art based activity for children (see annexure 2 for agenda). 

Overall this workshop went off very well. 14 teachers were present and classroom observations were appreciated as they had never done this before. It provided an opportunity for analysis and discussion.
The teachers also shared samples of EE work that their students had done in their classes so far. This was very encouraging as it showed us how the programme was being carried out in the classroom and the extent to which the Handbook was being used.
Finally a discussion on workshop feedback, and planning for the final workshop (January 2007) was held. Preparations for the next workshop, the final report, and other logistics were discussed. 
Publication of Handbooks
We have made concerted efforts at getting funds for printing of the Handbooks to enable wider dissemination. Meetings and correspondence took place with Spark India (a children’s publishing house), Dr. Sudarshan, and Ramachander of Asha for Education. Estimates for printing costs were obtained. However, to date we have not been able to finalise any of these proposals. 
