Site Visit July 2013 by Manidipa Mukherjee

I visited Shamayita School (Village Amarkanan) in July 2013 for five days. I reached at Amarkanan on July 28th, 2013. Similar to last year, I attended the school board meeting. The school board thanked Asha again for supporting 13 tribal children who would not have gotten the educational aspiration otherwise. They also acknowledged the support of one science teacher’s salary by Asha, which is comparatively higher due to scarcity of science teachers in rural area.


I went to the school, visited classes; talked to teachers, visited hostel to meet the children from Shiulibona village (Asha is supporting them). I learned that one of these girls performed very well in the 10th grade exam and was recognized by West Bengal Board of Education. School has given her scholarship too. She was 11th grade student at the same school. 

Back to Shamayita School, it was very hot, school computers were either too slow or there was no power most of the days. It was very hard for me to concentrate, but children didn’t mind. They were playing during tiffin, doing PT in the shaded varanda. Everyday I was there, on the average three to five teachers among about 30 teachers were absent. The teachers expressed bitterness in covering for each other almost three times a week. Some students also complained that some teachers are late to come to class after the bell ring. I felt that teacher morale is a bit low. I found out that the salary scale in the school is much lower than that scale in government school. A number of teachers are taking exams to be a government school teacher. Most of the time people are not successful and do their job half-heartedly. 


I suggested last year that school accept new student in such a way that they can eliminate one class (~25 less student number for whole school). In order to pay teacher salaries, the biggest expense, the school has to keep same number of students as last year. So when average number of teacher absence stays constant, the school can’t afford to pay for any substitute teacher. Together with reluctance of young teachers to work in remote villages, and the expense to send teachers for educational training, the school is having difficulty to lower the student numbers.

On a different note, Shamayita Math who is in charge of running the school has started three primary schools for tribal and lower cast children in an area about 8-10 kilometer away. There is no primary school for five villages in that area and the nearby government school, which starts from fifth grade, is miles away. The students have to walk across a forest to get to government school.  The parents have no educational experience at all, so their children have no educational support at home. They drop out within a year or two from government school. The children who are younger are scared to go to school by themselves across the forest.

