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I visited Shamayita Convent School in August 3rd through 6th this year. The most exciting news is the graduation of 19 local students who started in this school in 1996. Their academic achievements are very impressive. All of these students are currently enrolled for their higher secondary education in different schools in West Bengal. I met three of them who came to visit me. They have expressed their gratitude to the school. Of course the credit also goes to teachers who are working diligently to prepare the next batch of student for their CBSE examination in March 2009. 


In my last site visit in 2006, I have suggested to hire three teachers (chemistry, biology and mathematics). The school has reported the benefit of that in students’ progress in September 2007. There was 10-25% increase in students’ science and math grades. Unfortunately, the chemistry teacher has left this year due to family responsibility. The school is in the search for a new chemistry teacher. The number of sannyasinis who are heart and soul for this pristine learning atmosphere in the school has also increased from ten to eleven. The same school guard is still there since 1996.

Current student body has increased from 400 in 2006 to 500 in 2008. The school still holds 0% drop out rate. The student hostel is hosting 150 students who are coming from as far as Shiliguri (~300 km away). Some new teachers have been hired who reside in adjacent quarters. I provided teacher training (I am a high school science teacher in Connecticut) for two days during my stay.

It gives me confidence to see that as the school is attracting a good number of students from affordable families, the need to educate poor under privileged is not forgotten. Financial help is the only way these needy children are going to be able to continue their education. The school is also able to bring ten girls from a tribal village in the area and provide them education opportunity. Grants from Asha for Education and Crane Fund are helping for one teacher’s salary, ten children’s education and fund to buy books which will be used to needy girls over few years.
