Laman Tanda: A Brief Report, June 2002- March 2004 

Background Information

Laman Tanda (LT) is an authorized slum situated on Pashan Baner Link road. Houses are mostly ‘Pucca’. It has all the civic amenities such as water, electricity, public toilets, PMC dispensary etc. and two PMC schools and one Zilla Parishad School are in the vicinity. A PMC run Balwadi and some Anganwadis run under the Integrated Child Development Services Scheme (ICDS) of the Government of India. are located in here.

The area’s official name is Sanjay Gandhi Nagar. The population of Sanjay Gandhi Nagar is divided in two distinct groups. One is that of the tribal Lamanis migrated to Pune from Andhra Pradesh another is from rural Maharashtra. Both these groups differ from each other in more than one ways and there is hardly any communication between the two neighboring communities and attitudes towards each other are negative. The level of development is different and the community with which we are concerned here is the Lamani community.

DSS. Activities

	Dates
	Nature of activity
	Results/ remarks/ explanation

	
	
	

	April 2002
	Survey
	

	
	
	Total number of families in the community 568

	
	
	,, *surveyed 464 ( 82%)

	
	
	Total number of children 

(*Estimated figures are arrived at by adding 18% to survey figures ) 1084 

	
	
	Total no. of children 7+ age group 529

	
	
	Total no. of 7+ ‘out of school’ children 162

	July 2002
	Started activity group with children in the open space. 3 hours a day.
	Activities were both recreational and educational. However, since it was a rainy season and since we had only open space to conduct any activity we could not achieve much. It only helped to know the children and build some rapport with them.

	Nov. 2002
	Obtained permission to use a vacant room from the PMC school in the community
	There is only a school building. No school is running there only one Balwadi is functioning regularly.

	Nov. 2002
	Started two NFE classes on the school premises.
	NFE classes had enrolment of more than 60 ( 42 girls and 21 boys) children The classes were held in two shifts, morning and afternoon. Average attendance used to be 20 to 25 children per shift.

	June 2003
	Obtained permission to use all the three rooms of the school. The permission is granted only for three months at a time.
	Planned to start a library for the children and childcare center for very young children who used to accompany the girls coming for NFE classes.

	July 2003
	Library of general books, mainly the story books for children
	This library has a good response. The members were 104 in number, !0 of them were adults, all females. The remaining 94 ( 40 boys and 54 girls) were children of different ages ( ranging from 2nd to10 std. students.) We have some 400+ books in the library. 

	Sept. 2003 
	Started reference library
	This for children who are already in school and who need some place to study as there is hardly any quiet place at home. Some 50 ( 30 girls and 19 boys)children became members. We have 75+ books to refer to in this library. These mainly include, workbooks, guides. Swadhyay malas etc.

	Sept 2003
	Got children’s age certificates done. and Enrolled children in school

Arranged transport for children to commute to school and back.
	10

· We got about 40 age certificates done and enrolled some 69 children in a nearby Zilla Parishad school named Gora Kumbhar. Most of the children were enrolled in 1st STD although almost all of them were overage for 1st standard admissions. 

· Out of these 69 children 42 were girls and the rest were boys. The children who were admitted to school were mostly from our NFE classes. 

· We admitted these children to school in September , which was rather late, and hence our teacher used to accompany these children to school to help them settle in the new surroundings and studies. This was possible because the schoolteacher cooperated and in fact welcomed our teacher’s presence in the classroom. 

· The experiment putting children in school however failed as only 7 children remained in school till the end of the academic year

	June 03 to 04
	Activities such as participation in different programs and competitions of different types. 
	· Weekly visits to Balkalyan Sanstha From March to May 2004. About 10 to 15 children participated every week. Here children had the opportunity to swim, sing, dance, draw pictures, etc. under expert supervision and guidance 

· Some 30 children visited IIUKA and learnt to make simple toys through waste material. Dr. Arvind Gupta explained to them how the things work the way do and the scientific principle used therein. 

· 10 children participated in Science fair organized by DSS 

· Picnic to Sarasbaug with 16 children 

· Ganesh Utsav competitions : games, quiz, and story telling competitions in which 64 children participated. 

· Diwali vacation: Rangoli competition. 30 children participated. 

· Reading competition 5th to 8th std. 25 children participated.


Challenges of working in Lamatanda

The background of the community and their apathy to education poses the major problem. In addition to that many people and organizations have tried to work with these people and gave up in the past. Some of these efforts were politically oriented and were given up after the election results were out. This has created a strong feeling of distrust and motives of the outsiders who come to ‘help’. 

Another major problem from our side was a very high turn over of teachers. In the last 18 months we had some 10 teachers joining and leaving the work. This disturbs the children greatly. They do not like to start relating to new teachers every now then. The teachers are then often put to test by students and also the other children mainly the teen-age boys from the community. 

There are many teen-age girls who are really eager to learn and interact with the teachers but their problem is their household responsibilities primarily the job of looking after the young brothers and sisters. The boys, particularly the young school going teens also crave for attention. However, since most of the programs focus on ‘out of school’ children and then these children are left out. They try to get the attention through a variety of negative ways.


