Seemapuri Community Report
Date: 11th March, 2010

Asha Delhi volunteers: Aseem and Chiranjive

Seemapuri is one of the oldest communities where Rituji and Rajeevji have focused since the starting of the 10% reservation chapter. There were many families whom we met but their stories can be summed up in a single line:

“Right guidance, veracious approach and will to fight and wish to dream for a better future”.
While interacting with parents of this community, we could sense a level of confidence and a self reliant approach that has been inculcated by Rituji and Rajeevji in this community. After almost 5 years of experience, this community has matured into a group where people among the community itself are taking up the roles of coordinators, or community mobilizers. They conduct monthly meetings to discuss problems faced by the parents and try to find solutions under the guidance of Rituji and Rajeevji. 

Children of this community are studying in various reputed schools of Delhi such as, Hansraj senior secondary school, Siddharth International, Greenfields etc. We could see excited and enthusiastic faces all around when we discussed about the progress of the children with the parents and how do they feel now. But this success has come at a cost of extra-ordinary struggle and efforts put in by the people of this community. They recall incidences when they were beaten by the police and ill-treated by the school authorities, but with a smile. This smile is nothing but a reflection of the success they have achieved and a feeling of satisfaction when they see their children doing well. 
We also discussed some of the key areas with the parents:
· Managing the expenses when their wards would be promoted to higher classes
· Setting up of committees with in the locality, to save money

· Opening up accounts in banks since most of the families have residence proofs

· Women can take up work like knitting and preparing food items for the local vendors in order to gain additional source of income
Amidst all these discussions, we could feel that though we have overcome a very tough and challenging period, yet there are certain issues which remain to be addressed as we move into the next phase of this project; sustainability. Managing the finances for the future of their children is a major area of concern as most of the people in this community are working as daily wagers and their source of income is not fixed. Since most of the parents are not educated enough to help their children with their studies, they have arranged for tuition classes. Though these tuition teachers charge a modest fees ranging from Rs. 100/month to Rs. 500/month but after a few years this additional cost will also increase. How long will they be able to continue with these classes is another question to be addressed.
But the overall progress that this community has made is really commendable. They are helping each other in solving issues, conduction monthly meetings and helping and guiding their neighbors regarding the 10% clause. Rituji’s and Rajeevji’s efforts have paid off in an encouraging manner. It was really heartening to hear about the ambitions of these children who wanted to become doctors, engineers and artists. 

The general perception that children from lower income groups cannot cope up in the elite schools is being broken year on year and the 25% reservation in private schools which has become a law now, will certainly help in carving out a better future for our country.



Children and Their Stories

	[image: image1.jpg]zarrey e T g





	Name:                         Shakib
Father’s Name:           Ali baksh
Mother’s Name:         Shama parveen
Father’s Occupation:  Tailor
School:                       Hansraj school.

Class:                         3rd  


Shamaji is really happy with the way the school has cooperated and the progress Shakib has made over the period of last 4 years. She said “initially we could never dream of getting Shakib admitted in such a high profile school, but now we are planning to get his brother admitted in this school as well”.
Shakib, is a shy lad who wants to become an artist. He is consistently getting good grades in all the subjects, and has been doing exceptionally well in drawing, art and craft (A+ grade). It is really encouraging to see that these children are making most of the opportunity given to them in the form of 10% clause.
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	Name:                         Alisha
Father’s Name:           Sajid Ali

Mother’s Name:         Kamini

Father’s Occupation: Sheet metal   

                                   worker
School:          Siddharth International
Class:             2nd  


Alisha is a very chirpy girl who gets really excited when you talk about her school and friends. She scored 82% in her annual exam and has actively participated in sports and fancy dress competitions organized in her school. She has many certificates, appreciating her performances and active participation in school events.

Kaminiji has arranged for tuition classes to manage her studies and she has taken LIC policies as well so that they can save some money for their future needs.    
