From: Pat Trichy <pat_trichy@yahoo.com>
Date: Mar 8, 2008 9:03 AM


These are the few observations and feedback on my visit to Jambumadai
Village.The rural computer aided education programme initiated there
at Jambumadai is a welcoming venture. The sight of seeing the little
ones meddling with the computer at their own place is something to be
relished. As it stands, the centre is supposed to be open and
functioning from 8 a.m to 9 a.m and in the evening hours between 5 to
8 .

As regards the learning, the children are engaged with the basics like
painting. It's natural for such an age group to get cramped round the
units. It seems that the children who frequent to the centre is from
the local Government Primary school, Jambumadai.

I am given to understand that the unit installed there developed
failures on atleast 3 occasions which appears to be the cause of
literally no attendance from the students of the adjacent Higher
Secondary School.

In the absence of chairs, the children are found standing together and
meddling the keyboard simultaneously. Ofcourse with the arrangement of
a two wheeler I didn't find difficulty in reaching your place either
from T.T.Pettai or from Mahadevi. The tutor Ms.. Thiruveni posted
there may likely to leave in view of her marriage. I am not sure of
the date but may be soon from the version of your grandma.

I am informed that there is powercut between 6 to 7 pm everyday.
Though it may be a temporary occurance.

Based on the above, I would like to offer some suggestions as it comes
from my mind for an effective operation of the computer centre.

-         for the maintenance of the system there has to be made some
very urgent arrangement instead of carrying the affected part of the
unit to trichy as it happens now. Identification of a mechanic who
could ensure smooth operation of the system is an easy task for PAT.

-         Opening of the centre before school hours can be done away with.

-    Provide Breakfast in the morning followed by classes.

-         Why not bring the children of the 4th and 5th Std.
separately to the centre during the school working hours. May be an
hour each can be thought of for their initiation into the computer
learning.

-         When this is arranged, after-school-hours can be spared for
the students of 6th and above Standards who are doing their studies in
the nearby Higher Secondary School.

-         While nothing could be done with the existing powercut,
introduction of a Genset will keep the students inside the centre
during which time they could be involved in indoor games such as
carom, chess etc. This prevents the students from walking away and
enable them resume computer learning from 7 to 8 pm

-         For the benefit of the girl students we can think of handworks

-         As the centre is quite spacious we can have a mini library
consisting of novels, story books, jokes, puzzles etc.

-         I am afraid if some serious theoretical coaching is thrust
upon them the students' attendance may decrease.

-         I may be in a better position to suggest the kind of course
to be offered to the different age groups among the students after my
exposure to ongoing similar programmes at Chennai

-         Sparing Senthil or any one for that matter exclusively for
Jambumadai will not be that fruitful. Instead as you yourself
suggested we can expand this programme to other schools in the rural
area. This will ensure full time job for Senthil. Till such time he
could take up some related jobs under PAT.

-         An intent search for an alternative for Ms. Thiruveni is a
must. This could be carried out by Senthil himself.

-         To solve the problem of transport to the site, we can have a
two-wheeler parked either at T.T.Pettai or at Mahadevi which could be
used whenever we make a visit.

-         Daily attendance register, inventory register could be maintained.

-         As regards facilities, chairs, fans, Bureau, Black board,
benches/mats are to be provided on preference. Drinking water is to be
provided.

-         While Senthil's visit could be once a week, I could go twice
a month. On his return he will brief and submit a report in writing as
to the situation and the progress.

-         May be it may look a wild thought to you but what I feel is
that instead of engaging the tutor (Ms. Thiruveni) for taking classes
in the school why not she be working full time in the computer centre
mobilizing the 11th and 12th Std discontinued students to learn
computer during the day time.

Regards

    R.Stephen
Sec, PAT

