Visit Report to MCD Primary School, Masoodpur, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi. 10:30 to 13:30, 20th May 2006
- Neha Kaul & Uday Gosain
 

This visit had been pending since long. The schools are closed, so we went there and met some caretakers. They directed us to go and meet the headmistress (Santradevi) who stays in the nearby village - Mahipalpur. The directions were pretty vague but Neha managed, after 15 mins of asking people, finding an old man lived near Santradevi's house. He took us there. 

 

Neha caught Santradevi in her car ready to leave for the bank. She briefly told her what who we were and what we intended to do - hold summer hobby classes for kids. At first, she said that we would have to take permission from the zonal head office located in Najafgarh but when asked about their address, she changed tracks. She said, 'why don't you try other schools?' Neha said that this is the closest school from her home. She suggested the Kishan Garh school and emphasized that it was close too. Clearly, she felt that something was fishy. We told her finally that we have to start somewhere so we're going to start with this school. We took her phone number and then she left. 

 

Neha then happened to ask the old man whether he needed a ride and he became chatty and we found out that he was the father of the Games teacher of the school. Seeing this opportunity to talk to a teacher, we went to meet her with him. 

 

Point to note from Uday: "The Mahipalpur village was one of the most cleanest places I have seen in Delhi. Absolutely clean. Not a single peice of garbage was to be seen. Something astonising for me to find in a seemingly chaotic place. Even the Taj Mahal is not spared of Garbage!!" 

 

Whom we met
- Sudershan a cop with Delhi Police: Gave very good perspectives. He had stayed in Dubai and Iran with the Indian Embassy and he had had amazing experiences there. He was all praise for the people. He gave us an insider's view on the political system in the villages. 

 

- Games Teacher: Uday had met her earlier on a visit to the school with Rohini and Danny.

 

Mahipalpur Gram Samiti and School Samiti
 

Earlier when all the village children used to go to the MCD/govt Schools there was a stake of the villagers in the functioning of the school. There used to be a Samiti which used to make sure that the school ran without problems. 

 

The samiti used to solve problems like:

- teacher non performance - by taking feedback from the students. Problems were reported to the MCD head office and even teachers were transfered.

- any thing to do with school building

- sorting out problems of the teachers and principal

 

Now that the villages have progressed economically the children do not go to these MCD schools. Instead go to private schools. Its basically to do with the amazing amount of facilities which are given in the private schools. 

 

So only children of labourers, rag pickers, daily wage earners, migratory labourers, etc etc. These people do not have any education as such and do not understand the importance of education. They send their children to school mainly cause they are safe there and get lunch through mid day meal scheme. 

 

Some problems faced in this school
 

- On be asked why are there no dustbins in the campus - we were told: who will clean them.

- On being asked why is the school building dirty - same 

--- the issue, the sweaper is temporary.

-there is only one night gaurd with a bamboo danda. He was beaten up recently - so hardly any security for the school and defence for the guard.

-Teachers were also beaten up by some outsiders

-There is no water in the school. The motors of the wells have not been working for quite sometime and letters have been written to responsible authorities - no action.

- lights and fans are also a problem.

-uniforms (on set) is distributed once a year. with no water at homes of the parents. the uniforms are practically of no use

-money for sweaters had come from the govt. no one came and took it. (we wonder how it was informed to the parents and then followed up)

-shoes were distributed - the sizes were all crazy. so of not much use for children

- a portion of boundary wall was broken by DDA. many letters written - not yet repaired.

- Special Teachers: Each MCD school is authorised only one special teacher i.e.: Music or Arts and crafts or Physical education. The placement of whom is random.

 

Miscellaneous
- Another NGO runs school in the building in the afternoon. But these are not the children who are enrolled in the govt school.

 

- Water table of the area has gone very low. Radisson hotel enroute the international airport has 6 bore wells which continuously soak up the ground water. Army is doing its bit by carrying our a major construction in the Ridge area. Vasant Kunj malls (currently stayed) will continue depletion of ground water. 

 

-Because of SSA (Sarv Skhiksha Abhiyan) govt is forced to meet numbers. So if parents don't come up with a birth certificate and say that their kid is 5 yrs old. the child has to be admitted.

 

-Garbage used to be thrown from across the boundary wall in to the school from a JJ cluster. When even after repeated complains this menace did not stop. the teachers directed the sweaper to collect the garbage, wrap it in a poly bag and then throw it back. After sometime the garbage from the other end stopped coming 

 

-Waste of a vetanary clinc used to be piped in the school campus. Again after repeated requests, nothing. Finally teachers instructed to block the pipe by putting in stones. The problem was then resolved.

 

 What to do?
 

- A school samiti with the present parents is a must. We must put in our thoughts on this. We have Parivartan workers with us who have worked in this villages to make aware the parents of the 20% clause. We can use this process to make aware parents on forming a School Samiti, importance of education and we can monitor that. 

 

- take up the administative matters and resolve those. 

 

- meet the people at the Shiksha Vibhag (Education Dept) MCD office, near 'Pani ki Tanki' in Najafgarh. We can get to know what to do there

 

