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Organization Name:

Tribal Sanctuary Schools
Establishment Location and Date: 

Kaigal, Chittoor District, Andhra Pradesh. 28th & 29th April 2006

Lodging and transportation information: 

We stayed for one night at the UNDP Guesthouse, Kaigal Forest Reserve, Krishnamoorty Foundation.

We were taken to the tribal villages in a jeep along with the Project Coordinator, Chandrashekar and Mr. Premnath
Report Author/Contact Information: 

Bharat Babuji(+91-9341041816), Harishri Babuji(+91-9886660423) & Elvin Lonan( +91-9346235317)

Report Date: 

9th May 2006

Organizational Personnel

Head of Organization: 
Dr. Sudha Premnath & Mr. Premnath.(krishnamoorty foundation)
Assigned Asha U.S. Contact: Project Steward:
Project Co-Steward: 

Assigned Asha India Contact: 

Operational Structure

The four Sanctuary Schools have 1 teacher each for all the children(3-12yrs), upto learning levels comparable to Std.7 of government schools. These Teachers come for the nearby local villages. 2 of the 4 schools also have an Assistant Teacher from the Tribal community. There is a project coordinator (Chandrasekhar) who supervises the activity at all four schools and is also the coordinator for the training given to the teachers.
At the Kaigal Forest Reserve, there is a Training Center for the teachers, and they are also sent to Valley School and Rishi Valley School for some additional training courses. The center also has a storage space for all the teaching materials and other needs of the school (such as trunks, mats, clothes, stationery etc.). Here they also maintain a register which contains the names of all the pupils enrolled in the 4 schools. These Schools fall under the ByreddiPalli Mandalam and there is a Mandalam Education Officer with whom there is a certain amount of interaction.
Management Structure

Chandrashekar is the project coordinator. He is 22 years old and is working towards his B.A Degree. He took us to 2 of the Sanctuary schools and also to the village where the 5th school is being proposed. 
Activity # 1

Title: Visit to the 1st Tribal Sanctuary School in Kalligutta 

Description:  There are 26 families in this village and 21 out of the 25 children in the village are enrolled in this school. The tribal village is remote and accessible on by foot or a two-wheeler. The nearest primary school is a 2 km walk while the nearest high school is 4 km’s away. 
We visited the school on Saturday, 29th April; we reached there at about 11am and spent some time at the school with the children. That’s day there were 4 boys and 12 girls attending the school. The teacher at this school is Jaipal and there is also an assistant teacher Meenakshi from the same tribal community, who helps out with the smaller children. They use basic implements such as slates, chalk, paper and pencils.

The School is essentially a mud hut with a thatched roof, about 10’X12’. Since the hut doesn’t have a door and is not secure, all the teaching material, reports, stationery, slates etc. are stored in a large tin trunk which is locked and kept in a house in the village. 

The children were sitting in four groups, which represented their learning levels. They were doing various activities such as math, writing the telugu alphabet, and some of the smaller children were doing drawings. To us, the children seemed very bright for their age, we observed 2 girls, ages 4 and 5 respectively doing 3 digit addition and multiplications. The youngest, a 3 year old girl, Kalyani, was practicing writing numbers 1 through 5 and the first 7 or so Telugu alphabets. 
The teachers keep files/records to monitor the progress of each child and they are sent to the next group as soon as they are ready for it. There is no system of promotions to the next group at the end of each year. He also informed us that the children who complete group 4, are usually in a position to pass the Std 7 government exam. Although there is no case of this yet, since the schools have only been functional for a year and a half.

The children also learn some handicraft, needlework and the teacher showed us some samples of the work done by the children (photos available). There was also a singing session and some students performed a dance and song for us. 

After a brief photo session, Chandrashekar and Mr. Premnath took us for a tour of the tribal village. The houses are basic square structures which have been built recently by the tribal’s themselves, with some aid in the form of building material from the Government. Most of the villagers were out when we visited. Upon our return to the school, we found the children having their mid-day meal of Rice and Beetroot Curry. The cook lives in the house adjoining the school and prepares the meal there. A mid-day meal is provided to the children all days of the week and 365 days a year.
The most heartening thing about the visit to this school was to see the smiling faces of the children, happy to be at the school and so eager to learn. 

Activity #2 

Title:  Visit to the 2nd Sanctuary school at Mogilipodala Revu 
Description: There are about 25 families in this village and about 25 children are enrolled in this school. This village is not very remote and accessible by road. The nearest primary school is 1km away and the nearest high school is 3kms away. 

We visited this school in the afternoon on 29th April 2006. At the time of our visit there were 10 girls and 10 boys in the school. The teacher at this school is Ramesh and the assistant teacher is Srinivasulu. This school is similar to the houses of the village and is in fact the house of one of the parents, which is being used as the school temporarily; the villagers are in the process of building a new hut for the school. Here again we found the children in 4 learning groups.
In addition to the activities at the first school (Math, Telugu, drawing, needlework), we observed that the children from Group 4 were also learning science. They maintained journals and had conducted some experiments, like water filter, volume displacement etc. Another activity was a nature outing during which they had been taken into the forest along with some parents. They had a seed collection which they had labeled.

Here, like at the first school, we observed the children during there study session, after which they had a singing session, where some of the boys showed us a tribal dance with sticks which they had learned from their parents (photos available).

At this village we had the opportunity to speak to one of the parents. He said he wanted to send his children to school so that they would be educated even though he wasn’t. He said the Government run primary school was too far for young children and no-one was around to take the children that far. He also said he was open to educating himself, if given the opportunity to do so (adult education).

The children had a play session next where we saw them playing with skipping ropes, rings etc. They seemed to be enjoying themselves immensely. Again, it was nice to see children amusing themselves with the most basic implements and looking so happy.

Activity # 3

Title: Visit to the site of the proposed (5th) Sanctuary School in Thimmaigarpalli
Description:  This village is remote, but accessible by road. There are 20 families in this village and approximately 25 children. About 10 of these children currently go to the government primary school which is 1.5 km’s away. The villagers do not want to send small children to the government primary school because there is no bus and they have to walk and there is a water body enroute, which becomes treacherous during the rains.
We visited the site on the morning of 30th April 2006. A teacher has been short listed from the same village, he is a young boy named Krishnappa who has completed his high school education. He is about 20 years old and eager to be a part of the tribal school. He showed us the site where they plan to build the school, it is a nice large area shaded by Tamarind trees (photos available). We saw a number of small children playing around there.

Mr. Premnath spoke to the head of the village as well as some of the other villagers and told them that the onus of building the structure would be theirs and they agreed. Krishnappa is to be sent for his training soon to the Kaigal center as well as the Valley School / Rishi Valley School; in the meanwhile Chandrashekar would start with the setting up of the school as soon as the structure was ready.
We spoke to some of the villagers and they seem eager about having a school in their own village. They mostly earn their living by weaving baskets from the Lanterna weed and honey gathering in the forest. Some of them do temporary jobs in the road construction by the government.
Visitation Discussion:
We also collected some information about the 2 schools we did not have a chance to visit.

Village 3 is in Kotabanda, there are 17 families in this village and 12 children enrolled in the sanctuary school. There are only 2 learning levels at this school (Group 1 & 2) and one teacher, Satish. There is a primary village in the village itself, which some children of the village attend.

Village 4 is Kutuvulavanka, there are about 25 families in this village and 9 children are enrolled in the sanctuary school. There are only 2 learning levels at this school (Group 1 & 2) and one teacher, Srinivasulu. There is a primary village in the village itself.
One observation in the schools we visited was the clothes worn by the children are in a real pathetic state , They were all wearing really old torn and tattered clothes , these clothes collected from old clothes donated by the parents at the valley school .

Also observed that they reuse a lot of waste material , For ex , they use old greeting cards to do some craft work , old cloth bags for embroidery work etc

Overall we observed that the schools were a great resource in these villages which was obvious by the progress of the kids learning in these schools. 
