Betsy Elizabeth Trust Creche Project

LOCATION: St. Mary's Road  Kodaikanal  Tamil Nadu, India 624101

PROJECT CONTACT: Ann Peck

ESTABLISHED IN: 2000
Betsy Elizabeth Trust provides small schools, or creches, for children under 5 years old in the bottom economic rung of Indian rural villages. The schools rescue children who are neglected, left on the street to fend for themselves, and bring them to a safe place which provides shelter, 3 meals per day, education by trained teachers, health care and lots of affection. The motivation for this project is from direct observation of rural children at risk by board members on the ground in India. .

AIMS OF THE GROUP: The aim of the Betsy Elizabeth Trust is to rescue children at risk in the most vulnerable age bracket of under fives. By establishing creches in the villages, we are able to give the children education which is the key to breaking the relentless cycle of poverty, and to develop a meaningful relationship with the community from which we can initiate other programs, such as parent education seminars in life-sustaining health issues that will impact the whole village.

LOCATION OF SCHOOLS: Rural

education: 


full program for pre-school based on American standards

-literacy in Tamil

-health education

-toilet training

Other services provided: - 3 nutritious meals per day, emphasis on protein

- free health care all year with qualified doctor

- gifts of donated clothing twice a year

- educational materials

- first choice for additional projects, example smokeless stoves

- 2 school uniforms/year
Crèche names and funds requested annually:
Grace Kids' Center, Kodaikanal ($2,500)
Peach Tree Creche, Attuvampatti ($3,600)
Little Lilies Creche, Attuvampatti (balance needed for operating costs: $2,700)
Helping Hearts Creche, Poraiyar ($2,500)
TOTAL: $11,300

Number of students(age range), teachers and staff:






AGE: 2 yrs to 5yrs






MALE: 66  FEMALE: 70


Teachers:13 (Diploma in Teacher Education)







Staff :8
Organizations that have helped fund the creches: (According to Ann Peck)

“BET is a grassroots organization funded by small donors: families, individuals, churches and schools. All of the funds go directly to the education of the children in the creches. We protect the privacy of our donors, but I can give you a generic description of the largest ones:  an international high school in Switzerland, four churches near my home in USA, and a private organization of businessmen that helped start this program. The rest of our funds come from individuals and families who are interested in the project. Note: this budget request represents the balance of our budgets that have not been met for this year. We are not able to predict beyond the current year what the sponsorship response will be.”
SALARY RANGE:
12 Teachers: $50 

20 Paid Staff: $28

Volunteer Staff: 1 (Ann Peck)

Volunteer Board Members: 5 + Ann
NECESSITY OF FUNDS:
The Crèches have been unable to meet their yearly budget requirements. Since most of the donations are made by individuals and families interested in the project, the budget required has not been met for the past two years. 
