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This was a surprise visit to the Padmashree Society around 10 am in the morning. I met 
Mr. Hochiminh Sastri infront of his office and introduced myself to be a visitor on behalf 
of Asha, Colorado. The preschool class was then going on with around 25-30 students in 
the age group of 2-5 years. Two teachers were then present in the classroom. I talked to 
the kids inside the classroom. When being asked why they come to the preschool, most of 
them said because they got food to eat there. While it was clear that food was a major 
attraction, some of the kids walked a long distance to come to the school, sat there for 
around 3 hrs with other students and the teachers, both studying and playing. They were 
also asked to do small activities that help them to get more concentration. While I was 
present there, the children were given whiteboards that had drawings in them, and they 
were asked to align rice grains along the lines on the existing drawings. The children 
seemed quite interested in it.

Mr Sashtri then showed me the register of the students who are enrolled in both preschool 
and the supplementary school. The parents of the students there have an annual income of 
Rs 6,000 to 11,000 per annum. They are rickshaw pullers, daily laborers or workers in 
others households. Many of the students have divorced or widowed mothers who are 
working as cleaners in other houses. I met around 5-6 such women. They expressed their 
gratefulness towards Mr. Sashtri and said that due to him, their children are at least able 
to get education and some food. I also met a mother who had been sold in Jhansi and later 
rescued by the police there. She had become pregnant at that time and gave birth to twin 
girls who are now students at the Padmashree soceity. At the request of the mothers of 
some of the students there, I also visited their individual houses. All of them have 
hatched houses with very low ceiling which leaks during the rains retaining water in the 
floor which often further led to skin diseases in their children. They expressed high 
gratitude towards the services offered by Mr. Sashtri’s preschool and supplementary 
school for their kids’ future. An interesting incident happened when I was visiting the 
parents’ houses near the school. I found a pre-school student sitting in the veranda of her 
hatched home, practicing the letters that she had learned in her class. It clearly 
demonstrated that the preschool helped to ignite the interest of studying further in the 
small kids living in the slums. If they were not exposed to education, they might have 
been begging in the streets or cleaning utensils in other’s houses.

I observed the supplementary school as well that starts in the evening. It looked like a 
tuition class with more personal attention being given to the students. There are two 
classrooms. A teacher teaching students of Std. 2, 3, 4 uses one classroom and another 
teacher teaching the students from Std 5, 6, 7 uses the other. The students started their 
classes after a short prayer. When being asked if they liked the supplementary school 
better than their full time school, they responded in the affirmative saying that they get 
better attention here and get to understand the things better and of course they get food. 
The teachers said the students’ results are also improving in their full time school. One 
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student said she wanted to be a doctor. There were around 50 students in the 
supplementary school. I even met some parents who wanted to, but could not enroll their 
kids into the supplementary school because Mr. Shastri had limited funds. Mr Sashtri 
explained that he already had more than the number of students for which he is getting 
funded. 

The school has four teachers, two in the preschool and two in the supplementary school. 
All of them are graduates and seemed quite interested in teaching the children. The 
caretaker of the school was a young lady who was abandoned by her husband. She 
seemed to be quite satisfied with her job there. Regarding Mr Shastri, I found him to be 
highly motivated to serve the poor people in his surroundings. Apart from the preschool 
and the supplementary school, he also manages an old age center where he serves lunch 
and dinner to the old people. He is using part of his own parental property as the 
infrastructure for the two classrooms, the old age dining place and kitchen, his office and 
an entertainment room where he has kept a TV for use by the old people. He also collects 
free medicines from the government and distributes to the needy people inn his own and 
the nearby villages.

I strongly recommend continuing funding Padmashree Society for the ongoing education 
and food of the students. Although it depends on the availability of funds, but some of the 
future investments in this project could include increasing the support for 80 students 
from the current figure of 62 students. 

PS: Though the visit was surprise, but most part of my visit was in the presence of Mr. 
Sashtri. 
The infrastructure of the school was mostly same as described in the previous year’s site 
visit report by Mr. Satya Narayan Mishra.
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