SRIVIDYASRAM  NURSERY  &  PRIMARY  SCHOOL

Vadakurangaduthurai Village – 614 202, Thanjavur Dist., Tamil Nadu, India

5th ANNUAL  REPORT – Academic Year 2006-07

01. Introduction: Srividysram  Nursery & Primary School (SVNPS) reopened on the 7th June, 2006 , after summer vacation of the academic year 2005-06. While the school closed in April, 2006 with 181 children in 8 sections (6 classes), the strength shot up to  325 in 11 sections (7 classes) in June, 2006 , with  189 boys and 136 girls .  

02. Staff Strength : Apart from the 13 teachers who were on the rolls in April, five  additional teacher-trainees were recruited  and trained.  

03. Books and Note Books : To launch the new academic year, books and note books were procured at a cost of Rs 148,000 ($ 3400) and given to the children. School bags (each worth Rs 120 or $ 3) were also given free to  88 children in Standards  II to IV. 

04. School Bus : To meet the additional demand, a third School Bus was purchased at a cost of Rs 700,000 ($ 15,000) and pressed into service. About 240 children from 25 nearby villages avail of the bus facility.  A fourth bus will be needed during the year 2007-08. 

05. School Annual Day: The 5th School Annual Day was celebrated on the 30th July, 2006 . The School Annual Day has become a big attraction to the villagers in and around Aduthurai  as the school children  put up fine variety entertainment shows on that day. 

06. 5th Annual Sports:  The 5th Annual Sports Events were held on the 9th and 10th February, 2007. All the 325 children were made to participate in all the events and the final six competed in 32 events on the 10th  February, 2007.  The March Past ,  the Mass Drill and the Karate demonstration , the highlights of the events, were greatly appreciated by the large crowd.  

07. Science Exhibition : A Science Exhibition was organized on the 3rd March, 2007 in which 93 children from the LKG section to Std-IV explained to a large number of visitors , both in English and in Tamil,  the science concepts that they had learnt during the year. The display included a Light and Sound Show on the Solar System, the Human Body (the Digestive and the Skeletal Systems), The Plant World, Habitats of Animals, The Birds, Air and  Water (evaporation, condensation,  leaf transpiration ) . 

08. High School : After doing bhumi puja on the 25th January, 2006, the foundation work for the High School was  completed in October, 2006.  The High School, when fully built, will have , in  three floors ,  24 class rooms (each costing Rs 400,000  or $ 9000)  and 6 halls (each costing Rs 700,000 or $ 15,000). Four rooms in the ground floor and one hall are expected to be ready by June, 2008. The first five  rooms have been donated by (i) Shirdi Sai Trust, Chennai – two rooms - one earlier and another now, (ii) Mr Vijay and Mrs Jayashree Ullal from California, USA, (iii) Bruce Anderson of Hawaii in memory of his dear wife Barbara who travelled all the way from Hawaii to Chennai on her way to see the School but unfortunately died while in Chennai , and (iv) Mr S.Panchapakesan of Arlington, Texas, USA. Contributions towards class rooms have also come from Ramya Ananthanageswaran from Singapore (Rs 2 lakhs),  K.Seshadri and Padma Seshadri Rs 160,000 ,  S.Ramaswamy of  and the Vedic Culture Centre (Sri Ram Mandir) , New Delhi Rs 75,000 , R.L.Rajah from  Dubai Rs 100,000 , V.Ramachandran and R.Muralidharan of Mumbai together Rs 100,000 and Jayashree and Venkatesan, Chennai  Rs 50,000 . ASHA for Education, NJ, USA and Give Foundation of Mumbai have also sent in $ 5000 and Rs  one lakh  respectively. Dave Mueller, the long standing patron and supporter of the Trust, continues to contribute with great enthusiasm and dedication as before, with his special carpentry skills. The Trust is immensely grateful to all the donors .  

09. Help from Shirdi Sai Trust :  The Trust is grateful to Shirdi Sai Trust , and to Shri K.V.Ramani in particular, for being a  tower of strength to our  Trust. Apart from meeting the cost of two rooms in the High School Building and recommending our Trust to two other donors , Shirdi Sai Trust continues to  help  the midday meal scheme of the School with a generous monthly donation of Rs 10,000. 

010. Help from Rotary Club, Nanganallur :    The Rotary Club of Nanganallur, Dist. 3230, Chennai , with  support from  the Rotary Club of Davenport, Iowa, USA, Dist. 6000 and the Rotary Foundation of USA,  has provided  120 sets of benches and desks for the school children at a cost of Rs 156,000 . An  overhead tank to supply water to the entire school complex, including the High School, is also in the process of being donated by them at a cost of about Rs 366,000.   

011. Help from Cognizant Foundation :   The new Computer Room with 16 computers  was built at a cost of Rs 655,880 , with the entire cost met by  the   Cognizant  Foundation, Chennai.  The Trust is grateful to Mr S.Ramamurthi and and Sri Rajagopalan, two Directors of Cognizant Foundation, who  visited the School to inaugurate the Computer Room on the 19th November, 2006.
012. Help from Chennai Petroleum Corporation Ltd : The Chennai Petroleum Corporation Ltd donated a new Computer worth  Rs 24500 on the 13th November, 2006  and also gave 63 sets of pillows, pillow covers, bedspreads,    stainless steel plates and tumblers for the use of the Destitutes being looked after by the Trust , both in Pallavaram and in Aduthurai.
013. Quarters for teachers : The School has a plan to build 10 staff quarters to attract qualified teachers to come and live in Aduthurai to achieve  the objective of  imparting quality, modern education to the children. The Trust received the first donation for one such staff quarters from Mr N. Subramani , Utah, USA  who donated Rs 250,000 . While two apartments are getting ready, plans are afoot to construct  8 more quarters by the time the High School is ready to function. 

014. Home for Elders :   On the 20th August, a newly constructed Ashram was inaugurated at  Aduthurai to accommodate senior citizens who have nowhere to go. The occasion was sanctified by the benign presence of  the  Swamigal of  Mahadeva  Malai  near  Vellore.

015.  School Functions: 

a. Kanchi Paramacharya’s Jayanthi was observed on the 10th June, 2006.  

b. On  Gurupoornima Day on the 10th July, 2006, the   children honoured their teachers with flowers and salutation. 

c. Navarathri was celebrated from the 23rd  September  onwards with kolu in the School .  

d. First Open House was conducted on the 19th November when the parents of all the 325 children came and collected the progress reports of their children 

e. The Ladies Club of Kattur, near Trichy, visited the School on the 16th October, 2006 and distributed Diwali sweets to the children. This was followed by more sweets being distributed by the Kothari Group at Sathankulam Sugar Plant under construction. 

f. The 57th Republic Day was celebrated on the 26th January, 2007 when the children paid tributes to some of the  freedom fighters like Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, Rajaji, Dr Ambedkar, and Bhagat Singh . 

g. The children were taken to Mannargudi and Vaduvoor Bird Sanctuary for their annual excursion on the 27th January, 2007. 

h. The 5th Annual Kolam Competition for the Villagers was held on the 28th January, 2007
V I P Visits: The school was honoured with the visit of the following persons:-

(i)Rajaraman Ramachandran and his son, Kapil from Austin, Texas , (ii) Rtn Chandler Sharma from Atlanta , (iii) Rtns Dr Shyam Sundar (Governor), S.V. Ramani, K.S..Srinivasan and R.Sundararajan  from Nanganallur ,(iv)  S.Ranganathan and S.Venkataraghavan of Dun & Broadsheet, Dubai (v) A.Kasturirangan , Director (Operations), Chennai Petroleum Corporation Ltd.,  (vi) Prof. S.Srinivasan, Head of Chemistry Department,   Kanchi Munivar Centre for Post Graduate Studies, Pondicherry , (vii) Rtn Pammal S. Viswanathan of Sankara  Higher Secondary School, Pammal  and Sankara Eye Clinic ,  (viii) Dr R. Viswanathan, Professor from South Illinois University, Carbondale, (ix) V.Ramachandran (ex-Wartsila),  Mumbai , (x)  Mr. R.L.Rajah , General Manager – Gulf , Diageo Corporation , Dubai, (xi) Dr A.R. Solayappan, Agricultural Scientist, Chengalpattu , (xii) Mr S.K.Sharma, General Manager (Project) , Airport Authority of India, Kolkata , (xiii) Dr N.Nagarajan, Treasurer, Society for Voluntary Aid To India from Bethel, CT, USA, (xiv) Dr L.Raghavan, President, AASAI and his wife  Mrs Jothi Raghavan, (xv) Mr Srinivasan, Retired General Manager, Northern Railways and his wife Ms. Rama, (xvi) Mr G S Raman and his wife Major Gita from Sayre, PA, USA, (xvii)  Mr P.V.Ramamurthy, Retired Executive Engineer and his wife, and (xviii) A. Arunachalam, Retired Commissioner of Income Tax 

18.  An Appeal : SVNPS enters a crucial stage in June, 2007, when it will be fully established as a Primary School, with Std-V added . In June, 2008, the first batch of children should be able to go to Std – VI , for which  construction of the High School Building has commenced.  During 2007-08, the Trust needs to be helped with funds not only for continuing the highly subsidized education in the Primary School, but also to build the High School. Patrons are, therefore,  requested to continue to send their annual donations early for the academic year 2007-08 in respect of children they are sponsoring  ( $ 120 per child per annum to  give education alonr and $ 150 per child per annum to add midday meal too to education.) and add to it  whatever they wish to contribute towards the High School Project. 

Dollar contributions  in favour of  “Society for Voluntary Aid To India “ (IRS No. E 20  - 1967534)  should be sent to Dr N.Nagarajan, 71, Milwaukee Avenue, Bethel, CT – 06801, if U S tax break is desired in USA. Rupee donations in favour of “Sri Ramani Ranganayaki Trust”  and Dollar donations where tax deduction in USA is not needed may be sent to “ V.Swaminathan, 38 (57) / A-3, Third Main Road, Gandhi Nagar, Adyar, Chennai – 600 020, India ”.   

The Trust’s mission will not succeed without the active and enthusiastic support of its  kind patrons. 
