Minutes from the Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samithi conference call on August 27, 2006 at 10:30 PM (EST)

Attendees:

1. Sivanand

2. Yash

3. Prasoon

4. Palani

5. Suvrath

6. Kiranmai
7. Mr. Natarajan (Director, Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samithi)
Discussions
1. The meeting started with Sivanand posing a question to Mr.Natarajan about how the students of various ages and classes are grouped together during the Samithi classes. To this, he answered that most of the students (around 12) of Samithi are below 7th Std and they have 2 students each in 8th and 9th Std. These students are all grouped together and are taught by the Samithi study circle students, to whom an honorarium is being paid, teachers from local schools and colleges, other volunteers, Mr. Natarajan and his brother. He said that there are around 30 children below 5th Std., to whom no academic assistance is being offered. They are taught yoga, singing and Telugu poems. They do have an English class where they are taught vocabulary, reading and recitation.
2. To Yash’s question about what subjects are being taught to children above 6th Std., Mr. Natarajan said that apart from the usual academic subjects, the kids are being taught yoga and vocational skills. A girl student is taught to make garlands from the collected flowers. He added that all the children are taught singing and one hour per day is devoted to that.
3. Upon a query by Prasoon if there are any computers present and if children are getting any computer education, Mr. Natarajan said that there are 4 computers, two are being used for practising typing, paint, Microsoft Word and Powerpoint. The other two computers are used for showing stories.
4. When asked if Samithi pays any school fees for the children, he said that Municipal school fees are usually very low and infact no fees for classes below 5th Std. but they distributed 25 school dresses for the needy children. He cited two cases where they helped out their old students with tuition fees:
a. They paid around Rs. 10,000/- in fees for Mr. Ashok towards MSc. Physics degree  in the local Bapatla Engineering College.
b. Mr. Subbarao, 7th class drop out working as a mason, was helped by Samithi to pass his 10th class. He is now enrolled in Diploma course in Temple Architecture and Sculpture design and getting some monetary support from the Samithi.

5. Suvrath enquired about the general health condition of the students. He explained that the general health condition is not very good but they are trying to help them out through yoga classes and providing enough food in the evenings. He also mentioned a homoepathic doctor who voluntarily offers treatment and medicines.
6. To Kiran’s question about why honorarium is being paid, if the organization has no paid employees, he clarified that they pay Rs500/- per month to those students who benefited from the Samithi to help them out financially.
7. To the question on the improvements he has in mind, he stressed on better study material and teaching techniques. Here, Prasoon offered help on behalf of Asha-UFlorida on the preparation of study material.
8. When asked to comment on the student drop out rate, he said that mostly they drop out to join work to support their families. He said that they do come to Samithi but on an irregular basis. He said he is working on reducing the drop-out rate by showing them some financial assistance, helping them pass 10th Std. and imparting non-technical education like plumbing, rabbit culture, carton making etc. 
9. On a question on basic right to education, he answered that even though they believe in that, they emphasize more on giving them an idea about life, how to stand on their own feet rather than just the technical education. 
10. He said that the funding will primarily be used in feeding and clothing the children.
11. He agreed to send an informal report every six months about the activities being carried out in the Samithi.
12. He answered affirmatively when asked if he was aware of the right to information and right to education campaign going on in India.
13. The conference call ended with the attendees congratulating Mr. Natarajan on the commendable work being carried out by Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samithi.
