Site Visit by: Gautam and Ranjana Banerjee (ranjanajee@yahoo.com)

Visited on:  Sep 29, 2010.
On the 50th edition of a book it was acknowledged that the book definitely had some impact. TOMORROW’S FOUNDATION is about to exist for almost two decades and hence its presence cannot be denied. On the outskirts of the city of Kolkata a simple building serves as its office and some of the members claim that the structure took a lot of initiative and hard work to come up, brick by brick, though their area of operation cover the slum and pavement dwellers in a few parts of the city.
A few hours is what we could give and hence a bird’s eye view will be the right expression to justify our experience. The fund disbursed by ASHA FOR EDUCATION is utilized to sponsor about fifty children, who, along with the other students come from the backward class of the society. Rate of success is not high but the foundation’s members and teachers claim that the rate is going higher and higher. Graduates and Master Degree holders teach these down trodden who are lured into this informal system of education through a supply of regular refreshment-which is extremely essential-as a hungry stomach fails to absorb words. But it is to be remembered that in a country like India, ambition is a remote possibility to fulfill in most cases and when getting a square meal per day is what a section strives for, it is enough if they get the basic needs of life-food, shelter and clothing. When they are victims of parental abuse, when they often see drunkard fathers beating their mothers ruthlessly, when hunger pushes them into activities not permitted by society, ambition can only mean a respectable livelihood.
We feel TOMORROW’S FOUNDATION is trying to do that.

We have met Smt Ranju Ghosh, Smt Kaberi Banerjee and Smt Anita Banerjee along with the teachers of the school. It is interesting to know that a couple of pass outs from the school are serving as teachers in the same school and pursuing their higher education. We interacted with a few teenagers, some of them in the intermediate section (classes 11 and 12) and a few college goers. They definitely do not radiate the confidence or happiness of their counterparts from higher society but at least are hopeful to make a firm footing in life-what is that? WE TOO DONOT KNOW. This is the tragedy of our country. But these children are grateful to the FOUNDATION for having supported them till date.
Both conventional and non-conventional system of education is practised. Learning is given a priority by the teachers some of whom have received training to conduct such system of education. Evening classes are helpful as these children are kept away from the unhealthy environment of their homes and locality.

We feel ASHA FOR EDUCATION should sponsor a few more children-HOPE IS ALL THAT THESE CHILDREN CAN SURVIVE ON.
