Q. Since the kids attend govt schools and they are not charged any fee, will the scholarship amount be used primarily for buying stationery and uniforms (the proposal says 'fees including notebooks and uniforms')? Does the govt not provide uniforms for govt school children?

A. Yes, there is no fee in all the govt schools in AP. But the education quality and infrastructure is very poor. Coming to the support of the kids, yes it will be mainly for their uniforms, stationary, bag, shoes etc. For some kids it also includes their commuting expenses as they take bus daily to go to school. We are planning for their monthly bus pass. 

Q. Can you add some details about the self-help group. Is it already in place, what are the activities it is involved with currently and how many members are part of it? Do they have people who are part of the SHG who can provide the tailoring training (since the proposal just asks for funds for buying the machines and material and there is no line item for trainer salary etc). 

A. The self help group for women is in Kamareddy and we identified initially through one my friends Sasi, whose parents live there. Sasi's mom is a member there and helps the poor to learn tailoring and embroidery. There is another teacher who also teaches them for free. We thought that this might even help the widows and daughters (of suicide victims) to make them self sufficient. We made couple of them also go to this SHG. 
They do every thing on their own and no money is collected. Its only the stitching or tailing material that they will have to get. Last year the 4 sewing machines that were there in their govt alloted place were stolen. So, we thought of supporting them by providing sewing machines so that they can be back to work and some stitching material for those who cannot afford. They do really good job in embroidery and even do market them locally. They get plain sarees and do embroidery on that and sell them for profit to make their living. We at Asha Hyderabad also have discussed about their work and thought we should try to market their products outside and encourage them.
