SITE VISIT TO BAL ASHRAM, VIRAT NAGAR, RAJASTAN.
Performed by Sri. M.S.HARI, harimsv2009@yahoo.in
July 5th 8th 2011.

     I visited the Bala Ashram, Viratnagar, Rajastan,which was established in 1998 as a rehabilitation cum training centre for of Bachpan Bachao Andholan to cater specially to the special needs of victims of child labor. The Ashram offering vocational-cum-education training to former and existing children’s of ashram.
The main activities of Bal Ashram:

1.Giving formal education to the rehabilitated child labor children.

2. Giving vocational training to the In mates and former-inmates.

3. Formation of Bal Mitra Grams(BMG) in villages and formation of children friendly villages.
4. and other activities for the children of the area.

The Bal Ashram is headed by a Director, Smt.Sumedha Kailash, and other eminent members.

I met Kum.Sandhya Laxmi and Kum.Jesse das on 5th July 2011 and visited the JODHAWAS Banjara community Hamlet. Discussed with the women folk of the community and found that they are happy with the Bore Well provided by the Asha people and starting a make shift chool for their children. Now the school is closed for the past one year due to the non provision of funds by Asha. Now they want the school to be re opened for their children atg an early date.

Then returned to ashram and discussed the requirements of Ashram from Smt.Sandhya.

1.They want funds for Jodhawas hamlet school re starting by erecting a new make shift school. This hamlet is 15 kms awy from Ashram and there are 35 students from banjara community and nearby Brick Kilms labor children’s. Bal Ashram would like to revive this school with the help of Asha for Education, Dallas chapter.

2.Bhilwadi hamlet which is 10 kms away from ashram, having 36 children’s(15 boys and 21 girls). Here the ashram people started a school by some ashram teachers expecting the Asha funds and closed last year due to lack of funds. Here also ashram wants Asha funding. They want to revive these two chools with asha funding.

Further they are planning to start new schools at Surajpura Nimire,Kala Maida Indok, Shyampura,Gopalpura Sadhyal and Bisuno - banjara hamlets where they identified 32 to 49 students identified, which are with in the range of 5-10 kms from Ashram, provided they get funds.
On 6th july  visited Bilwadi hamlet and met the women foklk of the banjara community along with Sri.Adesh Sharma,BMG Coordinator and Sri.Manoj Sharma of the BMG activist. The banjara community desires to re start the school where their children of 30 are desires to study. They expressed their happiness about BMG people and their efforts only they got the rations cards, Bore Pump from Panchayat  .Further visited Jodhula village upper middle  school and met the HM and BMG activist Kum.Manu Talwar and seen their village BMG village information centre and interacted with the local people.In that school ther is a Bal Panchyat who are elected from the students.They meet every month and discuss the children problems and records and submits to their HM and local Sarpanch for redress.
On 7th visited  two villages, Torda Brahmas and Chitroli along with Sri.Manoj Banjara,BMG activist and disussed with the teacher and villagers about the BMG performance. They are all happy with the BMG. Later met the school Bal Panchyat Sarpanch and heard their activities.

In the evening met Mr.Sharma the student councilor, who came from Delhi office.

On 8th met the teachers and students of the Ashram and seen their activities and left after noon to Jaipur and then to Hyderanad.

SUMMERY 

Bal Ashram,Virat nagar, Rajastan is doing good service to the child labour and BMG .The BMG seems working at 25 villages and identified some more 100 villages for their work. The Teachers and BMG activists  are well qualified and most of them are Post graduates.

Personal Comments.

I fully recommend for  the Banjara hamlet two schools funding (Jodhawas and Bhilwadi) immediately, and if funds available then Asha can consider for other 5 hamlets also.
I also gone through a brief report of Banjara School(for the nomadic community) 2008-09(July – April) by your Asha activist. Now the same school is closed due to stoppage of funding for the last one year.
Thanks to  Asha for Education for giving  the opportunity to Visit Bal Ashram
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