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	Asha for Education

                                            New York City/New Jersey

	Asha for Education-NYC/NJ • P.O.Box 153 • New York • NY - 10040
	www.ashanet.org/nycnj



	Project Name:      
	
	Date:      


	
	Project Contact
	Asha Contact

	Name
	"CHINTAN" RESEARCH AND ACTION GROUP
	     

	Address
	   238, SIDHARTHA ENCLAVE , NEW DELHI - 110014  
	     

	Phone(s)
	+91-1146574171/72
	     

	Fax
	+91-11-46574174
	     

	E-mail
	anupama@chintan-india.org
	     


Part I: Information about your group/organization

Please feel free to attach any additional sheets and/or information such as brochures, press reports etc.
	1. Name of the group/organization requesting funds.

Chintan Environmental Research and Action Group

	2. When was the group established?

December 1999

	3. Briefly describe the motivation for starting this group.

This group was started as a response to both the  social and environmental injustice observed in India as well as the quest to work in partnership with the stakeholders to address it. In that sense, Chintan has always been a partnership between the urban poor and the middle class team, both combining diverse skills and seeking innovative solutions to glaring problems.  

	4. Briefly describe the aims of your group.

Chintan aims towards a world in which members from all sectors develop partnerships that ensure environmental and social justice through sustainable consumption, a dignified existence for the poor, and a toxic-free environment. We facilitate the participation of citizens in the empowerment of their communities and advocate for local and national policies that ensure social equity and environmental safeguarding.Our aim is to help adult recyclers get green, sustainable jobs and children to get access to quality education so that they can make the democratic choices they are entitled to. 

 



	5. Does your group have any religious or political affiliation? If yes, please describe the type of affiliation and the reason for it.

No

	6. What non education-related community development activities is your group involved in?

Capacity-Building:

• Enabling the informal waste recycling sector to organize itself to live and work under dignified, safer, non-hazardous conditions.

• Entering into partnership with both community organizations and the public sector to create livelihood opportunities.

Research & Advocacy:

• Advocating for policies that ensure social and environmental justice.

• Raising environmental health issues in the media and in communities.

• Providing an online information portal 

 toxics use by the private and public sector.

• Providing an online information portal with Chintan-sponsored and outside research on sustainable consumption, toxics, underprivileged communities and individuals, and other related topics.





Part II: Details about your educational project/s

	7. List the school/s run by your group, and their locations. If you are requesting funds for only a few of several schools, please specify which one/s.

Chintan runs informal educational centers in various slum areas of Delhi.

In the slums Nizamuddin area we run 5 classes, in slums of RK Puram 3 area we run classes, In the slums of Ghazipur we run 10 classes, in the slums of TKK we run 5 classes, We are looking for funding for running 15 classes in the slums of Seemapuri area of Delhi, which falls in the Eastern parts of Delhi.


	8. Location of school/s        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Urban        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rural        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	9. Specify the type of education provided (e.g. basic literacy, vocational training etc.).

Basic education is provided in our educational centers. The focus however is on learning along with educating one self. The child is helped with the process of decision making and societal acceptence issues as well.




	10. Please tell us about your teaching techniques (conventional vs. alternative).

Ours is a mix of conventional and alternative technique. We use the conventional tool of 'barahkhari' to teach the language hindi. However our mechanism is alternative. we use word games, and riddles,story making, story writing,role plays and other such methids to teach. Similarly in mathematics, we use more practical approach and use alternative techniques to educate.

We also hold classes at times which suit our benificiaries. Some classes are held in the fore noon and some in late afternoon. The idea is to suit the need of the community and adapt according to their timings.  


	11. What is the literacy rate in the local community?

Data not available.

	12. Describe the socio-economic background of the children and their parents (e.g. education, occupational). If any of your students are employed, please tell us about that as well.

Chintan reaches out to waste pickers and their children who are part of the urban poor. Parents are involved in the work of scavenging around the place they live and more often than not, their children accompany them and land up doing the same job. Though most of the adult waste pickers claim that they are educated till class 5th grade but they cannot read and write. There are however a few who have gained leadership position and know how to read and write. Very few children go to school. In the areas where Chintan has an intervention the reading levels have increased and 50% of the children are now mainstreamed to government run schools. 

	13. In addition to education, does your group provide any other services to the children in your schools (e.g. food, health care, clothing, etc.)?

In our learning centers, apart from education we hold regular health camps for the children and their parents. In some slums we have distributed donations which we have got in kind, like, clothes, blankets, medicines and note books.  

	14. Does your school have:

Its own building(s):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes        FORMCHECKBOX 
 No       Number      
Number and type of classrooms (e.g. Pukka): informal



Yes  No


Yes  No


Yes  No
Toilets

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Playground
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Toys

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Chairs & Tables
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Blackboard
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Library
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Drinking water
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Electricity
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Computers
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 

Laboratory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


   Teaching aids (e.g. books/slates)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	15. How many children are currently enrolled in your school(s)?

Male 174     Female 235


Age Range 3-14 yrs

	16. How many staff are employed at your schools?

Teachers
12       
Minimum Qualifications 10 th grade pass
Other staff
 4

	17. Average distance the children travel to attend your school  200 meters

	18. How many children have gone through your program in the past five years and what are they doing currently? Please tell us about their future education and employment possibilities.

Chintan has started intervention in the field of education only for the past four years and most of our children are mainstreamed and in school. There are who started education at a later age and are now appearing for class exam through the National Open School.

	19. Do you help your students with their future education efforts after they have passed out of your school?

Much that we would want the children to be independent when it comes to studies, will still hand hold them through the schooling years. We understand that they have little support on the home front to provide guidance when it comes to coping with the school curriculum.

	20. Are there any other schools (Kindergarten/Balwadi, Elementary school, High school) in the area? If so, please list the schools and the range of classes each of them offers.

There are no elementary or kindergarten schools in the areas (within the radius of 3 kms) where we work. In one particular slum we have an organization by the name of Ankur, which runs informal classes for children in rented space. They carter to children in the age group of 3 to 14 yrs. 


	21. Is your program different from that provided at these schools? Please explain.

Though we try to stick to the curriculum which the schools follow, our approach is different. We have an alternative method of catering to the same syllabus. Lessons are imparted through games, story telling, role play, creative writing, exposure trips, implementable project work, etc. Each child is enrolled in our library and has the exposure to different kinds of books which he/she can link with the curriculum. There are also books which are not directly related to or do not complement the curriculum but help children enjoy the language and learn a lot about their surroundings. 

	22. Why are the children in your school/s not attending government/other schools in the local area?

Children in our classes are currently not able to attend government schools because:

1. The interest levels towards education, currently, in the minds of our children or their parents are not too high.

2. The schools are a bit far from where they stay.

3. The school timings do not suit them. 


	23. Do you try to involve the parents of the children in the running of the school (e.g. in setting the syllabus etc.)? Please specify.

We involve the parents through our parent teacher meetings. In these meetings the progress of the child is discussed. The parents are also involved during the health camps. parents are invloved again when we distribute donations given to us in kind. We however do not involve the parents in the setting of the syllabus. 

	24. What are your expansion plans for the future (e.g. adding more classes or schools)?

In the future we plan to hold classes for all the children who are in our community. We plan to hold classes inside rented areas so that the classes do not suffer due to sseasonal changes. In the future we plan to expand and run a training institue where all our children go through vocational training and are certified for the same.

	25. Do you have any suggestions on how Asha can be a positive influence in changing the education scenario in India?

By helping to keep an information portal on education and literacy that we can all use and reduce our workload researching data. 


26. If possible, please provide us with the contact information of two individuals from your community who can describe the impact of your program.

	1.        Name
	Afsana Begum
	
	2.       Name
	Shalu

	Address
	Takiya Kale Khan Juggo
	
	Address
	Nizamuddin Jhuggi

	
	Near ITO
	
	
	Behind Nizamuddin Mosque

	
	     
	
	
	     

	
	     
	
	
	     

	Phone
	91 11 9310914441
	
	Phone
	91 11 9250145461


27. Asha for Education requires reports from its projects every six months to continue funding. Please provide the contact information for the person from your group who will be responsible for these reports.

	Name
	Anupama Pandey

	Address
	Chintan Environmental Research and Action Group

	
	C14, Lapat Nagar, Phase III, New Delhi -110024.

	Phone
	91 11 46574171


Part III: Financial Details


Please feel free to attach any information such as annual reports, budgets etc.
	28. What sources fund your group’s activities at present? List the sources and the current and future funding from each of them. If these funds are meant for a specific part of your group’s activities, please describe those restrictions.

As annexure 1.




29. Please provide us with details of your projected budget for the next 3 years:

	Year(s)
	Recurring costs
	Fixed costs

	As Annex 3
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


30. Salary expenditure details:

	
	Number
	Salary Range

	Teachers
	     
	See Annexure 2

	Paid Staff
	     
	     

	Volunteer Staff
	     
	     


	31. Please provide details of the fixed costs of your school/s for the next three years.

none

	32. How many of your students pay school fees? Please provide details.

None


33. What amount are you requesting from Asha, and for what specific purpose?

	Items
	Amount
	One time / Annual

	Teacher
	$2160
	Annual

	Social Worker
	$ 720
	Annual

	Teaching Material
	$ 1000
	Annual

	Photocopying and typing
	$ 40
	Annual

	Workshops
	$ 200
	Annual

	Cost of medicines and tests
	$ 120
	Annual

	Administrative Cost
	$ 720
	Annual

	Transportation and Out Reach
	$ 480
	Annual

	Cost of Infrastructure (jhuggi@$40 pm for holding class, fan, darries etc)
	$ 1200
	Annual

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Total
	$ 7440
	Annual
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