Chintan site visit conducted in March 2008

Chintan’s Background

Chintan is an environmental and research action group with a vision of environmentally and socially just world. In pursuit of its mission, Chintan efforts are focused upon capacity building of waste picking community, advocating for policies that will ensure environmental and social justice and empowering the children by providing them with educational opportunities.
Site visit observations
To schedule my site visit, I got in touch with Pritha Ghosh who was extremely helpful in arranging my site visit. I visited the Chintan’s educational initiative in the Pilanji area of Chankyapuri which houses about 100 families. Most of these households earn their livelihood by waste picking. Due to the deprived economic status of these families, children are forced into the waste picking profession with their parents and hence, fail to attend the school. Moreover, these kids are prone to severe health hazards such as exposure to toxic materials, pathogens and other injuries during waste picking.

 I reached the site around 3 pm and saw that the class was being held in a small open area within the slum locality. There was a group of about 15-20 students which is the average strength of the class. I was told that usually students don’t come every day but alternative days. The mode of teaching is primarily non-formal means of education and Chintan creates their own creative study material. The methodology of imparting education involves innovative ways for fast track training of the “out of school” kids to bring them at par with the standard of the government school education. It felt great to see that the kids enjoyed coming to these classes and some senior members of the community also relished watching as their kids were learning to read and write. As part of their community outreach efforts, the social workers at Chintan also spend considerable time and effort talking to parents and convincing them to send their kids to classes and regular schools. Pritha told me that about 25 kids were also enrolled in the nearby full time Govt school. The fact that children continue to come to these non-formal educational classes and some of them have started studying in regular schools is very encouraging. This also emphasizes the growing awareness amongst parents who are becoming increasingly willing to educate their children.
Pritha also briefly mentioned about the poor health conditions of these children and suggested if Asha could fund some sort of nutritional needs as well. However, I think just briefly after my visit, they did start some kind of a meal programme.

My impressions and thoughts from the site visit.
Overall, I think it’s a promising project and Chintan is striving hard to put in best efforts. However, in my view one of the big concerns of this project would be the potential relocation of the entire community in Pilanji due to the Common Wealth Games scheduled to be held in Delhi in 2010. Pritha shared this concern with me and said that they are trying their best to train and enroll most kids to Govt schools. Although, I do believe that Chintan’s team will put in their best efforts to help these kids in making a smooth transition, I am skeptical about the future of these kids. In this regard, I also think that it could be extremely advantageous to provide vocational skills to these children so that they can support their families in case the need be without having to depend on waste picking. 

Another concern I had was regarding classes being held outside in the open area. I wasn’t sure about the regularity of classes during bad weather such as monsoon season and cold winter days. This did not strike me at the time I was conducting the visit and I did not bring this up with Pritha. However, I would recommend future volunteers who are reviewing this project to clarify this with the project coordinator.

Pritha had mentioned that they would send over the 2007 project report with updates and now I think we should be also able to access the 2008 project report. I would strongly recommend a comprehensive examination of these updated reports to see the progress of this project.
