Press release

Chennai based Suyam Charitable Trust wins acclaimed international award - 2nd place in the Akzo Nobel Community Program Best Practices Competition 2007

Across a selection of 2500 volunteers, 500 projects, 45 countries Suyam Charitable Trust was awarded 2nd place for its New school facilities provided at one of its projects - Siragu Montessori School’ in Chennai and with it a cash prize of Euro 20,000. 
Chennai April 4th 2008 - The Akzo Nobel Community Program enables the company’s sites all over the world to achieve one of its main business principles – enhancing activities in the community. The Program aims to encourage employees to actively contribute to local, worthwhile project, supported with funding and/or products and facilities from the company.

Since the Community Program began in 2005 more than 500 projects have been initiated around the globe, from offering sustainable support to disabled people, young children and the elderly to providing better conditions for homeless people, disaster victims, deprived groups and even animals. Tens of thousands of people have already benefited from the financial support and hands-on assistance willingly given by more than 2,500 of our volunteering employees. 
Akzo Nobel is one of the world's leading industrial companies, employing over 60,000 people in more than 80 countries. The company is the biggest coatings manufacturer in the world and the number one decorative paints and performance coatings, as well as being a major global supplier of specialty chemicals. We are committed to developing innovative products and cutting-edge technologies, with heavy emphasis on sustainability. We have the scale and expertise to deliver whatever our customers require, wherever and whenever they need it.

15 Best Practices and 3 proud Winners

The second Best Practices Competition was won by our colleagues from Polymer Chemicals in Shanghai with their ‘Little Sunshine House’ project, where they regularly visit young kidney patients from poor families in a children’s hospital and help them study, play and generally feel loved. 

Second prizewinner was the ‘New school facilities for Siragu Montessori School’ in Chennai, a multi-BU project by Marine & Protective, Powder Coatings and Industrial Finishes in Bangalore and Chemicals in The Netherlands. By providing the right educational facilities, beggars and street children are empowered to work towards Government-certified exams, giving them the necessary tools for a brighter future.

Third prize went to the ‘Structural relief aid for flood victims’ project from Decorative Coatings in Jakarta, Indonesia, where vital aid and supplies were swiftly given to families struggling to cope in the aftermath of the disaster. Later on a number of damaged schools were renovated with hands-on support from our employees.

Almost 1,900 employees voted to choose the best Community Program projects in the 2007 Best Practices Competition. A shortlist of 15 was compiled, with colleagues encouraged to vote for projects originating from sites other than their own. 

The three eventual winners receive major cash prizes (EUR 30,000, EUR 20,000 and EUR 10,000) to be spent by employees involved in the wining projects on good causes in their own countries, in the spirit of the Community Program.  

The Community Program is an Akzo Nobel initiative.

If you want to learn more, please visit: www.akzonobel.com
Akzo Nobel nv

Community Program

P.O. Box 9300

6800 SB  Arnhem

The Netherlands

Contact: communityprogram@akzonobel.com
About Suyam Charitable Trust

SUYAM Charitable Trust started and formally registered under Trust Act in August 1999 by a group of young college students experienced social workers,  who were in this service field since 1987, SUYAM Charitable Trust works to:
•  Support youth in education and provide career guidance
•  Develop a social conscience in youth 
•  Ameliorate the suffering of individuals in distress 
•  Work with poor communities and improve their lives 
•  Network with institutions and individuals and leverage them for project support
SIRAGU MONTESSORI SCHOOL (A unit of Suyam Charitable Trust)
Siragu is a learning space for children and aiming to provide International Quality Education to the poorest of the poor. Majority of the children are first generation learners. Siragu now have 265 children and 32 dedicated staff members with a beautiful family system.

· Innovative method of education

· Impossible to I am Possible

· Child friendly education

· Montessori method in basic level

· Exposure to different environment

· Freedom to think, express and act

Children are our creative Guru and we learn from them to fine tune them

Contact Persons : 

Mrs.Uma Muthuram – Founder Managing Trustee – 9444404822

Mr.Muthuram.R.N – Founder Trustee - 9840365819

SIRAGU MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Palavedupettai Village,
Palavedu Panchayat, Via IAF Avadi, Chennai – 600 055.

Ph.: 9380414052 / 9380986449
/ Web: www.siragu.org /
Blog: www.siragukids.blogspot.com
