Night shelter for Sex workers’ children

Supported by ASHA ATLANTA

For the period  September 06 to  November 06

· Objective of the programme:

1. To provide safe shelter to vulnerable children of sex workers.

2. To develop healthy habits amongst them.

3. To help them in their studies.

4. To provide night meal.

NISHTHA has started the night shelter from October 2006 in collaboration with ASHA Atlanta.

We have given shelter to 30 children.

All the 30 children took their night meal everyday from our shelter.  They also sleep in shelter all the night. The children took their night meal consecutively for 91 days.  A simple meal of rice, pulse and one vegetable.  Once a week they are supplied one egg curry.  Once a week they are also given soybean curry to supplement protein.  

About 26 children come every at 3 p.m. and continue their study upto 5 p.m. After relaxing for an hour or so they again come back to shelter.  And start narrating stories, reciting, rhymes, painting etc.  They go to bed after necessary prayer. In the morning they get up at 6.30 a.m., wash their mouth and face and then offer prayers.  After that they arrange all their belongings properly and go back home.  In every work 5 comparatively older in mates helps the others particularly those are very small.  These will help in developing a very close neat relation among the children.  As they are growing in an unsocial and aggressive condition and they lead a very dirty life.  They are inheriting this lifestyle.  This is undoubtedly a point to worried upon.

Everyday a session is organized in which funny stories, fantasies are told so that they can develop their own world of fun and fantasy. 

To develop their finer senses classes on dance, drama, songs, music, painting etc. are held.

In the morning and also at 3 O’clock special care is taken to keep them neat and clean.  Such as combing their hair, brashing  their teeth, washing their hands and legs before going to the bed etc.  They are also taught to use the toilet properly.

From Mr. Abhyuday’s personal donation 20 children of night shelter were given sweaters and 20 children also were given clothing.

We admitted 6 girls to Sealdah Loreto Day School where they are still studying with daughters of affluent people.

Impact

It is a very great impact of this programme that at least 30 children are saved from a very filthy life.  They are also saved from becoming child offenders.

This has given us an opening to start a dialogue with the sex workers and to convince them not to drag their daughters in their profession. 

This programme also helped in developing a sense of cleanliness amongst the children though it is not that significant.

We also noticed a tendency among them not to use slang language and filthy words.  They have not achieved this fully as this cannot be achieved fully such a short period. 

Challenges 

1. The total environment in which the children live is so unhealthy and filthy and not at all suitable for any human beings. It is a very big challenge to help these children to develop a normal life.  Here the result is always slow one may get frustrated.

2. The children stay in our shelter in during night only but for the whole day they spent in the particular environment so they have reason to forget whatever they learn from us.

3. They become cruel, as they are victim of cruelty.  So they mostly fight with one another when they gather somewhere.

4. The “Babu”s on whom their mothers depend mentally, do not allow these children to lead a normal life.  Most of the mothers are very much addicted.  They are little careful about their children. 

Lesson Learnt 

1. One requires to work very tactfully as the area lived by anti-social aliments.  The interest of many influential people is also working here.

2. The children require some protection even in the day time.

3. If some classes are organized in daytime for these children and if schools in the neighbourhood are sensitized then these children could be admitted in the formal schools.

4. When these children become adolescents they should be sent to boarding school far from their place.  It is very much dangerous to keep the adolescents in such an environment. So referral system should be formed.  
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