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6 MONTH PROGRESS REPORT

Please send fill out this form and send back to Asha for Education within 3 weeks from the time you receive this form.  Thank you for your time and patience.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND MAIL IT TO:

 ABHYUDAY MANDAL
Assistant Professor
Department of Statistics 
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602-1952 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Name of the organization   NISHTHA 
Organization description 

NISHTHA is a non-government organization working for more than 25 years for the empowerment and development of poor women living in the rural areas of South 24 Parganas in the State of West Bengal, India. The operational area of NISHTHA at present extends more than 60 villages in the blocks of  Baruipur, Sonarpur and Bishnupur Block-I. NISHTHA works among the people, especially women of all age groups, particularly on their health, nutrition, education, value orientation, livelihood programs and  awareness generation. It undertakes  campaign on various issues affecting the common people. Its ultimate aim is to empower the poor women of different ages and it is reflected through its activities.   In order to carry out its different development operations, NISHTHA built up a number of  cohesive groups(Bahinis or armies) of which the members are persons belong into different age groups. It built up Balika Bahini with girl children of the age group 6 – 11, Balak Bahini of boys of the age group 6 – 11, Kishori and Kishore Bahini of adolescent girls and boys respectively of the age group 11 to 18; Mohila Mondal with women of the age group 19 – 45 and Senior Women’s groups of women above the age of 45. Members of these different groups are given various types of training. They are also oriented to work for the development of the village people, especially of the girls and the women.

We also work in Baruipur Red light area.  The children of these sex workers always try to accompany the local elders, anti-socials and their mothers’ clients.  They fetch drug, alcohol etc. for the elders and slowly start stealing their mothers’ booze and paramours cigarettes and ultimately become drug addicts and offenders.  These children very often become the victim of brutal sexual abuse, which sometimes led to death.  During their mother’s business time (at night) they have to leave their mother’s tiny quarter and stay on the open roadside.  This condition becomes worst during monsoon and winter season.  NISHTHA, with the help of ASHA, Atlanta, is trying to provide education, care and protection to these unfortunate children. 

Date of establishment 
: In 1974

Contact person(s)
MINA DAS, Secretary

Phone number 
091-033- 2433 9865/1925

Email 
mina1234@dataone.in

Address
Vill. Subuddhipur, De Para, P.O. Baruipur, Dist. South 24 Parganas,


Kolkata  700 144, West Bengal, India.

Location (village/town): Baruipur Red Light Area in Baruipur Sub-Division, under district South 


  24 Parganas of West Bengal.

Description of area : 
It is a peculiar area. About 122 sex workers are living here with their children. About 50-60 flying sex workers are coming everyday and returning home after their business. 18-20 adolescent sex workers are found in this area. It is a very dirty place with un-cleaned drain along several country liquor shops.  Heroin, Ganja,  charas and other intoxicant drugs are openly sold here for 24 hours. It is a den of hooligans and anti-socials. Children are very often highly abused and brutally tortured. Affection, care and love are beyond their imagination. Most of them from their very tender age become addicted and offenders. 

STATISTICS

Number of children currently enrolled in the project : 30 children

Ages of the children:  04 to 14 years old.

Standards taught : Health and Hygiene, healthy behaviours, value formation, literacy according to the age and capability of the children.

Number of boys : _12

Number of girls  : 18

Number of teachers:  One teacher two helpers.  ____________________________________________________________________

Number of MALE teachers ______________X_______________________________________________

Number of FEMALE teachers :   One

Current Teacher/student ratio :  One teacher for 30 students 
Salary of Teachers __Rs. 1800/- per month

School timings _: Evening 5.00 pm to 8.00 pm

Note : It being a night shelter also, the children come at 5 p.m. and stay for the whole  night and leave the shelter in the next morning. 

School days _All the days in a month. As it is a night shelter too, no holiday can be granted. 

Over all school attendance percentage __Average attendance 25

Medium of instruction
:  Bengali 

Economic background of the parents of the children:  

As their mothers are sex workers, they cannot have any  “father”. Mother is the earner.  Their income is very meager. 

Is the school in a rural or urban area :   Semi- urban 

Is it a residential school? __
It’s a night shelter for the sex workers’ children.

How far away are the homes of the children? 


Very close to the their mother’s(Sex workers’) quarters

How do the children get to school? __On foot ______________________________________________________

School days _   All the 7 days a week.__

FCRA Number:    147110101
Below are some general questions regarding the project. Since your feedback is valuable to us, please make your answers as detailed as possible.

Please tell us the progress of the school in the last 6 months (usually from April to September of the current year based on typical April 1 – March 31 school year in India)

It is not a formal school. It is the night shelter for the sex workers’ children who come in the after noon and leave the shelter in the next morning.  In the evening between 5.00  to 8.00 a teacher teaches them. After that they get involved in some creative works like painting, singing, dancing etc. for about an hour. Thereafter they take their night meal. After prayer they go to their bed in the night shelter. The arrangement has been made so that their mothers during their professional activities, their children do not get neglected and abused.  

This programme started in the month of September 2006. It has completed 6 months tenure  in February 2007. 

Progress:

As they stay in a peculiar area where the environment is not at all congenial for the healthy growth of the children. Many of them have become child offenders. They have very dirty and filthy habits, and often use abusive and vulgar languages.  Within these 6 months the children who regularly come to the night shelter have developed some healthy habits and their uttering of abusive language has also been decreased to some extent. They are now obeying the rules and regulations as far as possible. Some of them can write good Bengali. We are quite happy with this progress. 

How do you think the school has improved in the last 6 months?

· These children cannot be sent to any formal school because they have the tendency to disregard the rules and regulations of the schools. We sent 6 girls to Loreto Boarding School, Sealdah and their progress is satisfactory. In our night shelter school, these children come regularly on time. This is the result of strong sensitization move taken by  NISHTHA for the sex workers. It is also partially due to specially trained, devoted social workers. The local stakeholders have also extended their sincere support. 

What are the problems you have faced in the last 6 months? 

· From mothers: The mothers often call back their children in order to engage them in some works. 

· From Pimps: The pimps do not at all want that the sex workers’ children should be taught.

· From the Babu: The Babu of the sex workers do not want that children, particularly the girl children live in a healthy atmosphere and lead a dignified life. 

· From Hooligans and anti-socials: Sometimes they also disturb the children of the sex workers. 

· From the owner (Masi) of the quarter: She casts indirect pressure on the sex workers and their children.

· From Sex  Workers’ children: These children have adopted the very environment and social condition of the area that they themselves take quite a time to make response towards a healthy life. 

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past 6 months?

The project is functioning satisfactorily because:

· Attend classes somewhat regularly and on time. 

· Become somewhat discipline.

· Use of abusive language has been decreased.

· The behaviour has become somewhat modest.

· A few could speak and write good Bengali.

From the above points we have drawn the rate as satisfactory. 

Please give examples of activities at the project in the last 6 months.  Please give details.

Example:

A nine year old girl named Moli Das almost regularly comes to the night shelter. But all on a sudden she got absent for 3-4 days. Suddenly one day she came and told that she was made ready to be sent to her mother’s sister’s house. The teacher tried to know if she was willing to go to some new place. On reply she told her suspicion that the house she was suppose to visit, did not belong to her mother’s sister. When she and her friends were made convince for not going to such a place, she got convinced and arrogantly told her mother not to send her anywhere. Finally everybody convinced her mother not to send her, and she agreed to retain her here.  In this way this little girl was saved from going to a dark world, but how long nobody knows. 

Please explain how Asha funds were used in the last 6 months.

The fund is mostly used for food of the night shelter inhabitants and a small part for  the purchase of utensils, the financial report is enclosed for as ready reference.

Is there any other feedback you would like to provide to Asha for Education?


As it is a very special case, so for these children some specialized trainer-cum-teacher and also very interesting educational materials are required. At present we are keeping the children only at night. But there is every chance these children would get molested even in the daytime.

So if a secured shelter is provided to them during the daytime, these children could be saved from mental and physical harm.

Our 6 months’ experience has taught us this lesson that preventive measure should be taken so that no girl children should be engaged to this profession. The only way to prevent them is to keep them in some boarding school run by specially trained and sensitized social workers. If they are mentally, emotionally and educationally strengthen, then they themselves may not return to this profession. In such case these dirty profession could ultimately end one day. 

Please send fill out this form and send back to Asha for Education within 3 weeks from the time you receive this form.  Thank you for your time and patience.

________________________________________________

Your Signature

________________________________________________

Your Name Printed : MINA DAS 

________________________________________________

Date: 22.05.2007

PAGE  
Page 6

[image: image1.png]