Q&A regarding the NAB-Junagadh Braille Project
Answered by Dr. V Shah
· Besides NAB Junagadh being an organization is it also a community?
· * No, NAB Junagadh is just an organization. I am not sure how any organization could be a community! My answer is “no” to your question. NAB Junagadh is a District branch of National Association for the Blind—a nationwide provider of services for the blind. 

· What is the name of the school?  Is the school owned by NAB Junagadh?
· * NAB Junagadh runs various projects as listed in the report earlier furnished. This organization owns a big building property in which hostel facilities are provided for blind children and even aged persons. NAB itself does not run or own a school. With respect to blind persons, the nature of problems and services is different.  Such projects do not fit in general questionnaire of Asha for Education. For instance, NAB has teachers but does not run a school. These teachers visit blind children at their homes and teach special skills such as braille, math etc. These children go to regular schools and learn with sighted peers but need special support system to cope with the problems of their sight loss. This is filled in by NAB. In fact, this is a splendid job NAB has been doing. It is due to this service that blind kids are not isolated and are able to become part of the mainstream education and social life.   
· If the school receives some State funding does that still qualify it as a NGO?  What type of funding?

· * NAB Junagadh is purely an NGO because most of its expenses are met with from public funding. The state or government does not finance all its expenses. Receiving state grants is normally considered a plus because it verifies that the NGO has legal recognition and has been through all government scrutiny.

· From our last conversation it was mentioned that there were 90-boys and 79-girls… are these the total number of students attending NAB school and those attending outside schools?  Or does this number represent the number attending only NAB school?
· 
* Since NAB does not have its own school, this number, as you have noted, represents a total of blind children that NAB Junagadh is currently serving. From my previous explanation, it should be now clear that NAB conducts teaching services without having a school. At the same time, NAB has hostels to house blind children and adults that provide lodging and boarding at no cost. There are children who live in NAB hostel and attend a regular school and there are children who stay with their parents and go to regular school. NAB serves them all.    

· The school receives some recognized grant; can you please expand on the type of grant(s) received?
· * One such grant pertains to a survey project to identify blind kids in some taluka of Junagadh district. I do not remember all details of grants.

· Does the school own any smaller scale Braille printers?

· * Not that I am aware of.

· Where is the location of the service man who works for Enabling Technology Company in India?

· Bhavnagar, Gujarat State Approx.  100 miles away from Junagadh. This person has provided maintenance services for Braille printers in Mumbai, Kolkata and other long distance cities. 

· Was Juliet Pro the type of Braille printer that was requested by NAB Junagadh?
· * No, They had requested Braille Express 100 ($11,995) or Braille Express 150 ($15,995. I suggested that Asha Chicago could go for a moderate size of a printer, so I think Juliet-pro is okay. If we   could choose to donate Braille Express 100 or 150, it would be ideal for a braille library.
