NAB (National Association for the Blind) Junagadh - Braille Printer Project
Teleconference 10-8-06 with Dr. Vileen Shah (advisor for this project), Mr. Anil Patel (contact in India).

The purpose of this project is to provide a Braille printer to NAB Junagadh.  This will allow them to provide educational materials for the blind students in the area.

1.
What is the organizational structure?

· 57 paid members, NGO

· NAB- District 169

· NAB- Each branch is independent in terms of activities.  One representative is sent to the state committee and one representative is sent to the national committee.
· For students who attend non-blind schools, teachers go to students’ home to encourage the integration of blind children with society.
2.
Any religious or political affiliation?


No religious or political binds, though the school does receive some 
state funding. 
3.
Student demographics? 
· Religious harmony, no discrimination- provides services regardless of background (many students are from “backward castes” and lower economic status).
· Causes of blindness are from various reasons such as glaucoma (main reason), eye infections and accidents.  

· 45 children living in hostel

· 90-boys and 79-girls currently serving

· Ages range from 5-18 years old

4.
Where does the funding for the school come from?
· Public Funding

· Recognized grants. For example: one such grant pertains to a survey project to identify blind kids in some taluka of Junagadh district.
· Funding Raising
5.
Current activities of organizations.

· NAB Junagadh has been serving the blind community since 1980’s in one of the most underprivileged areas of Gujarat.  Many of the students that benefit from NAB Junagadh services come from lower economic status and “backward castes.”  This is illustrated by the successful program: the NAB Integrated Education Program For Disabled Students.  The focus of this program is to mainstream blind students into non-blind schools by providing the students with the necessary support and tools.  They also maintain a school for the blind which currently houses 43 students in their hostel.  At no cost, they cover food, training and other essential necessities.  Finally, some other activities of the NAB organization include housing for the elderly blind and free access to the Braille library.  

· During Navarati season, children and teachers will educate surrounding communities of their organization, fundraise and sing for garbas/raas functions.
· Please refer to Dr Shah’s statement for more detailed information
6.
Any environmental storage issues, electricity issues or natural/political 


disasters?

No foreseen issues.  They have a new building structure in which all of  
the above issues have been considered and do not seem to pose a 
problem.
7.
Do you have any Braille printers at the moment?

No.

8.
How is Braille translated in Gujarati versus English?


Actually, Braille is its own script and India has its own version of Braille 
that correlates to Hindi. 
9.
Do they have funding for paper equipment?  What are the intended uses 
for the printer?
· They have the means to supply the paper and to maintain the up- keep of the printer.

· The main goal is to provide textbooks (math, science, languages, etc.) for students.  The Braille printer will enable NAB Junagadh to publish mass material for a large number of students in a quick and efficient way at the school. Currently, the books have to be translated into Braille by the State who also decides the curriculum.  As a result, students do not receive their materials until much later into the term (8-9 months delay). The on-location Braille printer will drastically speed up this process; allowing students to have access to the resources, and enabling them achieve their best.  
10.
FCRA?


No need to apply for FCRA.

11.
Long term benefits?

Most students go on to study music education and will later become music teachers.  Presently, there is a law in Gujarat that requires these positions to be filled by the blind. Eventually, NAB Junagadh would like to publish other reading material in Braille to expand their Braille library.
12.
Information about the Braille printer company.
· Enabling Technologies Company, Jensen Beach, Florida
· This company has supplied all past printers to other 
Asha for Education groups involved in similar projects.
· They have a service man who is located in Bhavnagar, Gujarat State Approx.  100 miles away from Junagadh. This person has provided maintenance services for Braille printers in Mumbai, Kolkata and other long distance cities. 

· There are no discounts for NGO as this is the business’s primary income.
· Printer requested: Juliet Pro: Double-sided Braille embosser $4495 plus shipping OR  Braille Express 100 ($11,995) OR Braille Express 150 ($15,995).  A Braille Express 100 or 150 would be ideal for a Braille library.

