By Dr. Vileen Shah ( February 2006)

I have been involved with Asha's activities since the year 2000. I was instrumental in starting a group called Asha Special that serves the needs of blind and other disabled people. Various Asha chapters have consulted me to help promote braille literacy program and donate braille printers to blind institutions in India. Thanks to Asha Colorado that our braille literacy program has now extended to such remote and undeveloped states as Sikkim. I also worked as Stewart for Asha's Look Ahead Project under which with WAH's funding Asha has set up two computer training projects for the blind in India. This high-tech training is aimed at opening new avenues of employment such as Call Centers. It will be amazing to see blind people working in call centers and doing customer service jobs. 

Going back to the history, my association with braille script dates back to 1960s when I learned this raised-dot system and used it to my best ability. Using both braille and talking computer technology I am able to work successfully as a professor of History with Harold Washington College, Chicago.

Since my childhood promotion of braille literacy has been dear to my heart. Through Asha and other donor organizations I have been able to send nearly 15 Braille printers (also called embossers) to various blind institutions in India, far North from Sikkim to Coimbatore in South. It is with this zeal and hope that I would like to request Asha Chicago to help me expand my braille literacy project by donating one such embosser to National Association for the Blind Junagadh District Branch. NAB Junagadh, as is known in short, has been serving the blind community since 1980 in one of the most backward areas of Gujarat. During my visit to India December 2005-6, I personally went to see the activities of this organization under the leadership of Mr. Anil Patel, the Hon. Secretary of NAB Junagadh. They are conducting multiple activities including a home for the aged blind, hostel for blind students and above all, a braille library for the blind that circulates braille books all over India. Mr. Patel lists the activities of NAB Junagadh as under:

· Home for the Aged Blind: Currently, there are 35 aged blind

· Braille Library for the Blind: The library makes available at no cost braille books and audio cassettes

· Integrated Education Program For Disabled Students: Under this, blind and other disabled school-going students are provided necessary support to attend regular schools with non-disabled children. For instance, blind students are provided braille books and braille writing devices. 

· House hold product Production and Training Center: This center provides training for the blind in household products for general use. 

· CBR Project: Under this a Door to Door survey of disabled persons is conducted in Vanthli Taluka. This is a state-funded project in the assigned Taluka. 

· Foundation Course (Recognized by MP University of Bhopal

· Rehabilitation of The Blind and multiple-disabled persons

· Classical Music Training Center

In the academic year 2005-06 NAB Junagadh has served 167 school-going blind students and they have 43 blind in their hostel wherein food, training and other primary necessities are provided at no cost. 

With receiving this braille embosser, NAB Junagadh will be able to expand its braille library activities and produce more textbooks for school-going blind children. The expansion of braille literacy using this embosser will go a long way to improve the quality of lives of the blind. In India, according to a survey, there are nearly 10 million blind people. Considering the magnitude of the need for braille books the number of production units is very small. Barely 25 small and big braille presses are engaged in producing braille materials. These production units on an average produce about 100,000 braille pages every year in comparison to 20 million braille pages in the U.S. No effort is small, however, to help promote braille literacy. 

NAB Junagadh's address:

National Association for the Blind

Junagadh District Branch

Junagadh-Vanthli Highway, P.O.Box No.8,

Shapur, 362 205

Dist. Junagadh, Gujarat, India

Contact person: Anil V. Patel, Hon. Secretary

Phone: 91-285-5541-386.

A regular size braille printer costs approximately $5000. The manufacturer is Enabling Technologies Company, Jensen Beach, Florida. Asha Chicago can pay in dollars directly to Enabling Technologies and advise them to ship the embosser to NAB Junagadh. Enabling would need to know the nearest airport for delivery, and that is Mumbai. The contact person at Enabling is Mr. Greg Scheng and phone is 1-800-777-3687. Web Site for Enabling is www.brailler.com
