ANNUAL REPORT OF ASHA-BERKELEY CENTRE
KULASEKARAPATTINAM

Introduction

Kulasekarapattinam was a minor port having commerce with SRILANKA.  With development of Tuticorin as a major port, the port lost its importance. During British days there was a sugar factory run by E.I.D. Parry Company. It was also closed down and economy of the village greatly suffered. With the decreased of the rainfall agriculture also suffered and many people left the village for a work else where leaving the village poor. Those who remained manage their lives with some agriculture and income earned by relative who migrated from the village. Vadkkur is a part of Kulasekarapattinam this is occupied by 150 families of dalits, 60%of them are Christians and 40% of them Hindus.

Anawim started a supplementary education centre to help the children to do their home work as their parents were illiterate. From January 2002 ASHA –BERKELEY came to support this programme. In July 2002 a building was constructed in LAWRIE BAKER style to house these children. 
Study Programm

  
Children come to the centre in the evening after their school. They play indoor and outdoor games with the equipment provided by the centre. They learn few English and Tamil words every day followed by reading of the day’s news. They also learn a Verse from the THIRUKURAL than they do their home work followed by clarifying their doubts with their teacher. There are 42 children (26 girls and 16 boys). They attend the centre evening 5.30 to 8.30pm. They are provided with nutritive food and spirulina tablets.
There is also a pre-school from 10am to 12noon for children from two and half year to five years attends this pogramm. They are provided milk and nutrition every day. They learn alphabets, name of animals, birds, days, months and numbers. They also learn nursery rhymes. They learn to speak and converse with each other and also learn good habits. They are prepared for admission to class one. 

Children’s Meeting 

The children meet every Saturday for a meeting. They have elected their leader and determine the work to be done by during the week such as cleaning the centre, cleaning of the streets in village and they exchange library books (200 books).  Further they practice cultural programms which they conducted in Manappad, Kaneshapuram and in the environment programm in the Through Arul High School at Kulasekarapattinam. The programms are Folk dancing and singing, which are much appreciated.
Eco-club 

The Children have formed Eco-club called “ELISABETH Club” it is named after DR.Elisabeth Borgess who is called the mother of the ocean for her contribution to the law of the seas. They have started herbal garden and vegetable garden in the backyard of the centre. They have also planted trees in the streets and behind the houses. The children are taking care of them sincerely.

 The children of ASHA BERKLEY centre participated in the AEON program. they spent a day in the ANWIM FARM learning about vermi composed , solar energy , organic farming and spent a second day learning about the natural resources in their villages 

They also participated in KNCF programm in which they learned about top 20 medicinal plants. They are growing these plants both in the houses and the centre. These medicines are cheap and can used for different kinds of illness. They also learnt to make essence out of the medicinal plants. Some of the children who are very much interested in medicinal plants were taught under a ‘YOUNG HEALERS PROGRAMME, more medicines.

Parents meeting

The parents of the children meet once a month to discuss the progress of their children’s study. They also discuss various ways in which they can support the centre. They are also provided councling in taking care of the children. 

Women’s Group

There are three women groups namely Pushpam, Jasmine and Elisabeth. They meet twice a month and conduct a business they have internal savings which they lent to the members for emergencies. They are also given Rs 100000 from the ASHA micro credit fund. Each one is given Rs 5000 and the amount returned is revolved to give loan to others.  So for 18 loans have been given, the repayment is 100%. The interest 20% per annum is deposited in the supplementary centre account to take care of the tuition centre after three years of ASHA programm.

Staff Capacity building 

Mrs. Rani Sam teacher has been participating in several training programme. She participated in Management of Change Conducted by Mr. Ramakrishanan. She participated in a leadership training programm conducted by Mr.Thanulingam, Director of AWARD.

She also participated in medicinal plants programms for teachers conducted under KNCF programm. 

Visitors 

  
Mrs. Supriya Unnikrishnan(ASHA –SEATTLE Chapter) and Mr. Sanjeev (ASHA- NEWYORK) visited this project. 

Other activities 

The children learn cycling during week ends and Holidays through the cycle provided by the centre. They also built a compound wall around the Asha Berkley centre to prevent the sheep and goat entering the centre. They also participated in a work camp in building a compound wall around the Anawim Farm. This helps them to learn the art of masonry and also to respect manual work. 
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Indian rupees

	Advance transferred from IOI on May 2003 
	
	Rs

23,400
	Ps

00

	Advanced from Anawim 


	Salary

Travel Allowance 

Repair & maintenance of junior Center

News paper charges 

Stationery

Nutrition food

Electricity

Car Freight charges


	12,000

     600

576

881

3637

7467

457

7750
	00

00

15

75

50

00

00

00

	
	Grant Total              Rs.
	56,769
	40


 **Once your second installment of $2500 is received the amount advanced by IOI and ANAWIM will be adjusted against it.   

