ANAWIM TRUST

ASHA  St.LOUIS –PROJECT

ANNUAL REPORT 2002-2003

THANNEERPANDAL VILLAGE

INTRODUCTION:-
ANAWIM TRUST (ANAWIM in Hebrew means poor) was initiated in 1993 by a group of concerened individuals from Tuticorin district in the southeastern coast of Tamilnadu. Anawim works with the rural communities of Tiruchendur taluk. Tuticorin district facing severe marginalisation in social, economic and cultural terms. Most of the village people survive by providing unskilled labour for daily wages. Anawim began its work in Kulaseharanpattinam village. Presently Anawim has extended to more than 60 dalit villages. Thanneerpandal is one of them.

Thaneerpandal village is 17 k.m from Tiruchendur, situated on the  Tiruchendur -Tuticorin highway  . The people dwelling here are dalits who are landless agricultural labourers. There are 160 people (84 females and 76 males) in the village.  They are socially and economically downtrodden. They depend upon seasonal works only. Both men and women go for agricultural work. There is no government institution in this village. The children have to walk 3 k.m to Authoor and Varandivel for primary education and walk 5 k.m. to Arumuganeri for higher education. They have no access to basic needs. The people had no awareness of education and environment. Analysing the situation and considering their plight  Anawim chose this village for Asha St.LOUIS project.
ASHA St.LOUIS PORJECT:-
ASHA St.LOUIS project was introduced in Thenneerpandal. At the time of implementing of Asha project in the vilage, a full time organiser had been appointed in the village. She is completely in charghe of the development of this village and takes care of junior centre and pre-school and assists in conducting Self Help Groups meetings etc.., Earlier Mrs Sacikala was the organizer and when she left for Nagarcoil to be with her father who was transferred as electricity board staff, Miss Kala , a B.Sc graduate joint

SELF HELP GROUP:-

There are two self-help groups namely Vivekam and Vasantham. Each group has twenty members each of the forty members subscribes Rs.5/- per month. Each member gives a sum of Rs.25/- per month on saving account. This amount is deposited in the bank. From the savings, loans are given to the members according to each member’s needs. The amount thus saved is being circulated among the members of the SHGs in the same village. From Asha project’s fund fourteen members were each given a loan of Rs. 5000 /- (ANNEXURE II).

While the interest on these loans is being deposited in the bank towards future expenditure of the centre. The principal loans, as these accumulate with repayments, are given to the members according to each one’s needs on revolving basis.

ASHA JUNIOR CENTER:-

At beginning there were 40 children. Now there are 45 children (Male-24 and Female 21- ANNEXURE I.) study time at the centre is form 5.30 p.m to 9.00 p.m special classes are conducted on Sundays before examinations. Nutritious food is provided three days a week.

The Children come to the centre at 5’0’ clock and they play for a while than they read the important news of the day and also learn a verse from Thirukkural .They do their home works given in their regular school and get clarifications on the lesson from the teacher. They are also provided value education, alternative education through skills training and vocational guidance.
PRE-SCHOOL:-

A pre-school was started on 3rd April. 2003. School time 10.00 a.m to 12.30 p.m. At the beginning the strength was 13. Now ten children are attending and three have move to class I. They are being taught Tamil letters, numbers, vegetables, birds, animals and colour etc. The children are provided with milk and biscuits. 

CHILDREN COMMITTEE:-


A children committee has been formed and the committee members meet every Saturday after 7.30 p.m to discuss about problems concerning the children. After the meeting a cultural training is conducted, in which children sing awareness songs and act in drama. Subscription of Rs.0.50 per week is collected from each child. From the fund thus raised they buy their requirements such as tumblers, tube lights, colour pencils etc. Currently the amount of saving is about Rs.497/-

PARENTS MEETING:-


Parents have been induced to hold “parent meeting “in the third week of every month. Fifteen parents are regularly participating in the meeting and holding fruitful discussion and consultation about matters like education, health etc. of their children. They are also counseled regarding their children’s education 

JUNIOR CENTRE LIBRARY:-


There are 286 books available in the library on various subjects like English grammar, general knowledge, environment, national & international leaders and stories. After the children’s committee meeting the books are lent to the students and they return the books on the next meeting. Thus the children are improving their knowledge day by day.

ECO-CLUB:-


Seventeen children are in the EVERGREEN ECO-CLUB. The office bearers are president Miss Uma maheshwari, secretary Master Periyadurai and treasurer Master Gnana muthu they are protecting local environment, herbal garden, Vegetable garden and trees planting. The club has so far planted 67 plants.

 SOALAR LAMPS:-


Owing to severe voltage fluctuation there has not been sufficient light in the village. Therefore the children find it difficult to study their lessons continuously. To solve this problem. Anawim has installed two solar lamps in the junior center on 25th January 2003.
OTHER ACTIVITIES:-

1) KNCF -  IOI - ANAWIM  HERBAL TRAINING CAMP:-


The herbal training camp was conducted on 5th October 2002 at Anawim farm by KNCF – IOI (Keitanren nature conservation Foundation, Japan – International Ocean institute, Chennai)   on 6th October 2002, the same programme was held at Thanneerpandal village. 22 children from the village participated in both programmes. They were trained to identify “TOP – 20” medicinal plants and their effective curative power to heal children’s illnesses. A medicinal plant and seeds has been presented to each of the participants.

2)COMPUTER TRAINING:- 

A computer training programme was conducted by Anawim trust from 21st march to 5th April 2003 to create computer awareness among the children. A first batch of seven children from this village participated in this programme successfully.

3) TRAILORING PROGRAMME:-


Anawim have provided a sewing machine on 02-04-2003 to the village self-help groups. Women are learning stitching in the evening everyday and the girl children during the holidays. This is proceeding smoothly and successfully.
4) BICYCLE TRAINING:-



There is no school in the village. Further buses do not stop at the village to take the children and adults. Therefore they had to walk to the schools, which are situated, far away from the village. Women also were placed in the same predicament to reach various places. So it has become essential for the school going children and women to learn cycle-riding to enable them to reach their respective destinations conveniently on time. Hence to serve this purpose a bicycle has been provided on 02-04-2003 to them on during the summer holidays children and women learn bicycle-riding successfully.
5) ASHA JUNIOR CENTRE BUILDING FOUNDATION:-

The foundation was laid on 14th April 2003 in the distinguished  presence of IOI chennai director Prof.Dr.R.Rajagopalan and Anawim president Mr.J.M.K.Sekhar. Other local leaders, SHG Members, youths and children  participated in the function. According to Lawrie Baker system, Asha junior center building is being constructed. Its features are using local building materials , exposed bricks and low cost construction.
6) THE WORLD ENVIRONMENTAL DAY:-


On the occasion of the celebration of the world environmental day on 5th June, 2003 by the junior center children. They wore the badges and planted trees at their respective school campus before assembly. 

7) THE YOUNG HEALER HERBAL TRAINING CAMP:-


This programme was conducted by KNCF - IOI on 19th & 20th  July 2003 at Covenant Center for Development  (CCD) in Sevaiyoor. Among 31 participants master T.Selvam was one from Thanneerpandal village. 

Items taught: (A) identification of medicinal plants


          (B) Uses of medicinal plants in curing diseases


          (C) Transmission of this medical knowledge from child to child


          (D) yoga training by Samiji.Thangapandian.

8) KNCF – IOI TEARCHER’S HERBAL TRAINING PROGRAMME:-

The theachers herbal training programme conducted on 27th & 28th October 2003 at Anawim herbal garden Tiruchendur by Dr.Seladurai, Dr.kavitha, Dr.lakxmi, and Swamiji Thangapandian. 32 teachers both from Anawim tution centres and teachers from neighboring schools participated in the programme. Miss Kala, women organiser, Asha – St. Louis project Thanneerpandal village participated in this programme.
]9) NEEM DRINK AND TULASI DRINK:-


Anawim visited Arokya Asram at Sasthapuram. There Dr.Vijayalakmi suggested that our village children take daily “NEEM DRINK” during the months of April to September and  “TULASI DRINK” from October to march. The leaves are soaked in the water overnight and the water drunk next morning. The Neem known for killing germs in the water thus preventing water related diseases in summmer. Thulasi (Basil) is known for preventing cold cough and other breathing related illness during winter . The Asha centre at Thaneerpandal is implementing this idea and children are very enthusiastic about it .

CASE STUDIES:-
1
Name : Mrs.PONMANI. She has three school going children. Her husband is an agricultural labourer. They had no other source of income. She has borrowed Asha loan of Rs.5000/- and has put up a petty shop. This is the only shop in the village. Now the villagers are buying some of their requirements locally. With this additional source of income she is repaying the loan and will be able to settle in without any default. She is utilizing the profit for the education of her children thus Mrs.Ponmani and her husband have saved themselves form the clutches of the money lenders charging various high rate of interest. 

2        Name: Master MARIA SELVAM.  He is studying in the 6th standard. He has a flair for drawing. The village organiser is encouraging him to cultivate his artistic taste and aptitude. His drawing of MICKY MOUSE is published in ‘ SIRUVAR MALAR’ of Thinamalar Daily on 05.09.2003. His school teacher gave Maria selvam Rs.30/- as a token of his appreciation. In time to come, There will be good chances for him to display his talent in news papers and magazines.

IMPACT:-
1. Noticeable improvement in school performance

2. No school dropouts

3. Greater involvement of women in various non-domestic activities

4. Stimulation of interest in medicinal plants

5. love for growing home gardens and vegetable gardens

6. Local economy strengthened

7. Freedom from money lenders.

8. From despondency to self-confidence.

9. Awareness of environmental importance in social life.





ANNEXURE - I

STRENGTH OF ASHA St.LOUIS – THANNEERPANDAL JUNIOR CENTRE  

	Standard 
	Male
	Female
	Total

	I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

IX

X

+1

+2
	3

2

-

1

2

4

4

3

3

1

-

1
	5

-

4

3

2

1

2

-

1

2

1

-
	8

2

4

4

4

5

6

3

4

3

1

1



	TOTAL
	24
	21
	45


ANNEXURE – II

ASHA St. Louis – Thanneerpandal  village  income generation statement  

	Sl.no:
	Date of issued
	Name
	Amount
	Business

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
	19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

19-03-2003

28-04-2003

26-10-2003


	A.Rani

S.Ratha

V.Malliga

S.Ponkrishnaveni

P.Thanga Rani

K.MuthuKavitha

M.SudalaiVadivu

K.Thiravida selvi

P.Kovil mani

S.Muthu petchi

T.Panchavarnam

M.Andichiyammal

A.Jayarani

K.ponmani
	5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000
	Tailoring

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Leasing

Vegetable vending

Cloth business

Pickle making

Thatch making

Milch animals

Petty shop


** The last two loans are from revolving fund.

Annexure – III

Account statement  March 2003 – November 2003.

Asha- St. Louis- Thaneerpandal

	Receipts
	Budget Head
	Payments

	Advanced by Anawim From Nov-02 to Feb-03
	Teacher Salary

Travel allowance

Stationery

Sports materials

Nutrition food

News paper

Centre rent

Sub total
	8000.00

400.00

2422.00

5060.00

2294.00

53.00

150.00

18,379.00

	March 2003
	Teacher Salary

Travel allowance to teachers

Nutrition food

Centre rent & electricity

Stationery

News paper

Car freight charges

Micro_credit

Sub Total
	2000.00

100.00

1218.00

150.00

60.00

--

450.00

60,000.00

63,978.00

	Payments from April 2003 to November 2003
	Teacher Salary

Travel allowance to teachers

Nutrition food

News paper

Centre rent & electricity

Car freight charges

Stationery

Repair & maintenance

Art & craft training expenses

Telephone charges

Building  expenses up to window level

Sub Total

Grant Total
	16833.00

800.00

10,640.00

614.00

1150.00

6568.00

5475.75

300.00

5736.50

788.75

85,000.00

173906.00
2,56,263.00


Bank Balance 
 = 
Amount Received – Grant total 

                    
=
275520.00-256263.00



=
19,257.00 rupees

Note:

    The second installment received has been sent for encashment of cheque 

