Anawim Trust

Asha St. Louis – project
Thanneerpandal village

 Asha Junior Center:

 Asha project was introduced in Thanneerpandal in the month of November 2002.In the beginning there were 40 children enrolled in the center..  Now there are 42 children (Male – 24 and Female 18 – annexure I.) study time at the centre is form 5.30 p.m to 9.00 p.m special classes are conducted on Sundays before examinations.  Nutritious food is provided three days a week.

Self Help Group :

There are two self-help groups namely.  Viekam and Vasantham.  Each group has twenty members each of the forty members subscribes Rs.5/- per month.  Each member gives a sum of Rs. 25/- per monthe on saving a/c.  This amount is deposited in the bank.  From the savings loans are given to the members according to each member’s needs.  The amount thus saved is being circulated among the members of the SHGs in the same village.  From Asha project’s fund fourteen members were each given a lloan of Rs. 5000/- ( Annexure II).

The accruing interest on these loans is being deposited in the bank towards future payments to the organizer.  The principal loans, as these accumulate with repayments, are given to the members according to each one’s needs on revolving basis.

Pre-School:

A Pre-school was started on 3rd April 2003.  It functions from 10am to 12 noon every day .At the beginning the strength was 13.  Now ten children are attending. They are being taught Tamil letters, numbers, vegetables, birds, animals and color etc. The children are provided with milk and biscuits.  Three of those thirteen have joined the primary school this academic year.

Children Committee:

A children Committee has been formed and the committee members meet every Saturday after 7.30 p.m to discuss about problems concerning the children. After the  meeting a cultural programme is conducted, in which children sing awareness songs and act in drama.  Subscription of Rs.0.50 per week is collected from each child.  From the fund thus raised they buy their requirements such as tumblers. Tube lights, colour pencils etc.currently the amount of saving is about Rs.550/-

Parents Meeting:

Parents have been induced to hold “Parent meeting” in the third week of every month. Fifteen parents are regularly participating in the meeting and holding fruitful discussion and consultation about matters like education, health etc. of their children.

Junior Centre library:

There are 286 books available in the library on various subjects like English grammar, general knowledge, environment, national &international leaders and stories.  After the children’s committee meeting the books are lent to the students and they return the books on the next meeting.  Thus nourished, the children are improving their knowledge day by day.

Eco-Club:

Seventeen members are in the Evergreen Eco-Club, office bearers are president Miss.Chithiraikani secretary Master. Mariselvam and treasurer Ms.Anitha they are protecting local environment.  Herbal garden, vegetable garden and trees planting.  The club has so far planted 67 plants.

Solar Lamps:

Owing to severe voltage fluctuation there has been no sufficient light in the village.  Therefore the children find it difficult to study their lessons continuously.  To solve this problem Anawim have installed two solar lamps in the junior center on 25th January 2003.

Other Activites:

1. Herbal training camp:

Herbal training was organized for the children to get awareness on herbs at Anhawim Training center and the same programme was held at Thanneerpandal village for practical.  22 children from the village participated in both the programmes. They were trained to identify “Top-20” medicial plants and their effective and curative power in certain children diseases.  A medicinal plant with seeds has been presented to each of the participants.

 1.Computer Training:

 A computer-training programme was conducted by Anawim trust from 21st march to 5 th April 2003 to create computer awareness among the children. A first batch of seven children from this village participated in this programme successfully.
 2. Tailoring Programme :
Anawim have provided a sewing machine on 02.04.2003 to the village self help groups.  Women are learning stitching in the evening everyday and the female children during the holidays.  Which is proceeding smoothly and successfully.

 3. Bicycle Training:

There is no school in the village.  Further buses do not stop at the village to take the children and adults.  Therefore they had to walk to the schools, which are situated, far away from the village.  Women also were placed in the same predicament to reach various places.  So it has become essential for the school going children and women to learn cycle riding to enable them to reach their respective destinations conveniently on tiem.  Hence to serve this purpose a bicycle has bee provided on 02-04-2003 to them on during the summer holidays children and women learn bicycle – riding successfully.
4. Asha Junior Centre Building:

 The foundation was laid on 14 th April 2003 in the distinguished presence of IOI chennai director Prof. Dr. R. Rajagopalan and Anawim president.  Mr.J.M.K. Sekhar.  Others like local leaders.  SHG.  Members, youths and children participated in the function.  According to laurie baker system, Asha junior center building was being constructed.The building construction was completed in April 2004. Mr.J.K.M.Sekhar inaugurated the Asha Junior center on 1.05.04 and it is being used for conducting pre-primary school (BALWADI) and evening supplementary education center for the school going children
 5. The World Environmental Day:

On the occasion of the celebration of the world environmental day on 5th June, the center children wore the badges and planted trees at their respective school campus.

 The Young Healer Herbal Training Camp:

This programme was conducted on 19th & 20th July 2003 at Covenant Center for Development (CCD) in Sevaiyoor.  Among 31 participants master T. Selvam was one from Thanneerpandal village. He learnt to identify medicinal plants in the local area. He also learnt the uses and medicinal values of herbal plants. He also transmitted the knowledge of herbs to his fellow children in village and in school also.

Anawim visited Aroghya Ashram at Sasthapuram.  There Dr. Vijayalakmi suggested that our village children to take daily “Neem Drink” during the months of April to September and “Tulasi Drink” from October to March as prophylactics.  Now the children are acting on this sound advice.

Staff capacity building:

Ms. Kala the community Organiser participated in the teacher’s herbal training programme conducted on 27th & 28th October 2003 at Anawim herbal garden Tiruchendur by Dr. Cheladurai, Dr.Kavitha, Dr.Lakxmi, Swamiji.  Thangapandian

 Ms.Kala participated in the three-day training for Anawim Staff on “Child rights and Community mobilization.” From 7th to 9th June 2004.

Case Studies:

1. Name: Mrs.Ponmani, She has three school going children.  Her husband is and agriculture labourer.  They had no other source of income.  She has borrowed Asha loan of Rs.5000/- and has put up a petty shop.  This is the only shop in the village.  Now the villagers are buying some of their requirements locally.  With this additional source of income she is repaying the loan and will be able to settle in without any default.  She is utilizing the profit for the education of her children thus Mrs.  Ponmani and her husband have saved themselves form the clutches of the money lenders charging high rate of interest.

 2. Name: Master Maria Selvam.  He is studying in the 6th standard.  He has a flair for drawing.  The village organizer is encouraging him to cultivate his artistic taste and aptitude.  His drawing of MICKY MOUSE is published in SIRUVARMALAR a weekly magazine for children published by the reputed daily newspaper Thina Malar on 05.09.2003.  His schoolteacher gave Maria selvam Rs.30/- as a token of his appreciation.  In time to come, there will be good chances for him to display his talent in news papers and magazines.

 Impact :

 Noticeable improvement in school performance. All the children have all passed in all subjects. 
1. Dropout rate has been reduced 
2. Greater involvement of women in various self-employment activities 
3. Stimulation of interest in medicinal plants 
4. Love for growing home gardens and vegetable gardens 
5. Local economy strengthened 
6. Freedom from money leaders. 
7. From dependency to self-confidence both children and women. 
8. Awareness of environmental importance in social life.

      10 .A permanent infrastructure for the children to sit and learn.

 Annexure 1

Strength of Asha St.Louis – Thanneerpandal Junior Centre
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	Total
	24
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Annexure –II

 Asha St.Louis – Thanneerpandal Village income generation statement

 

	Sl.No
	Date of issued
	Name
	Amound
	Business

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
	19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

19.03.2003

28.04.2003

26.10.2003
	A.Rani

S.Ratha

V.Malliga

S.Ponkrishnaveni

P.Thanga Rani

K.Muthukavitha

M.Sudalai Vadivu

K.Thiravida selvi

P.Kovil mani

S.Muthupetchi

T.Panchavarnam

M.Andichiyammal

A.Jayarani

K.Ponmani
	5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000

5000
	Tailoring

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Milch animals

Leasing land
Vegetable vending

Cloth business

Pickle making

Thatch making

Milch animals

Petty shop

 


  Receipts and Payments for Asha St.Louis Project

 Receipts






Payments

 2,75,520.00




Teachers salary 

30,833.00

1,13,033.00




Travel allowances
  1,600.00








Nutrition food

16,279.00







Rent & electricity 

  1,800.00







Repair & Maintenance
            300.00







Stationery 


 
10061.00







Monitoring



10,550.00
                                                         Postage&telegram

  1,214.00

                                         
Newspaper charges
   
    1193.75









training                      5391.50








Micro-credit 
          1,25,000.00     







Center Construction           1,40,090.00









Balance 



44,240.75



 Total  3,88,553.00






             3,88,553.00
