Site Visit to HEALDS , Mohanur – 21 Sept 2006

Mohanur is 20kms from Namakkal and situated on the banks of the river Cauvery. And yes there is water flowing gently in the river and that is a long time since I’ve seen water in a river (
Mohanur being on the periphery of Namakkal is dependent on the big town for economic growth. The local population either is engaged as agri-labor or in truck body-building and poultry at Namakkal. So all the socio-economic problems that Namakkal has in terms of HIV/AIDS are common here to.

Health and Educational Alternative Development Service (HEALDS) is a society registered in 1996. The organization was born out passion of one man M S Anto Satish Babu to make some change in his native town. He has been actively involved in social work for over 16 years now. The general vision of HEALDS is to help improve the living conditions of the local communities. They have been doing this by sharing information about government schemes, organising camps to promote good governance at grass root level and women empowerment.

These projects were funded by Christian Council for Rural Development and Research, Chennai and CORD-AID, Netherlands

Since 2000, the organization has been involved with HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention campaigns. They have been funded by TANSAC ( TN State AIDS Control Society). Drawing from the experience of dealing with AIDS families and the orphaned or single parent children, the NGO has stepped up to assist children in getting education since 2004.

Mohanur block consists of 25 panchayats. Numbers of schools run by government are listed below. As is often with government schools the quality of education is below par. 

Healds has motivated the residents of each community to take up the responsibility of improving the education for their children. They have convinced them to spare the use of community halls, Self Help Group halls and temple premises to be used as study centers from 5-7 PM everyday. One or two volunteers from each panchayat monitor the evening classes. They are in most cases housewives who have passed a minimum of 10th standard. Currently there are graduates too; assisting at some centers but the fresh graduates will probably be there till such time they find employment. The students from 3 standard to 12th std visit the center and read on their own. If they have any doubts the teacher in charge will clarify, otherwise it is mostly self-study. The reason cited by some parents and students is that if this center was not there the kids wouldn’t have been revising or doing their homework and would have been watching TV so they do prefer such centralized informal classes.

I visited the following panchayats

1.
Pettaipalayam
– 6 months – 32 students


Teachers – (2)

Qualifications :+2 and ITI

2.
Mohanur – 6 months – 24 students


Teachers – (2)

Qualifications: B.com and +2

3.
Rasipuram  - 5 months  - 33 students


Teacher – ( 1) 

Qualifications: +2

4.
Ariyoor  - 2 years  - 28 students


Teachers – ( 2)
Qualifications – Both B.Lit

5.
Manapalli  - 1 year  - 72 students


Teachers – ( 2)
Qualifications : +2 and 10th

Healds says they have similar centers in all the remaining 20 panchayats, I did not have the time to visit more of them. 

The second proposal is as 10th and 12th standard are most crucial to furthering a child’s education, Healds proposes to provide special tuition centers at 5 locations. They will shortlist students who have good academic record at school and provide for coaching them. Teachers who have passed B.Ed and have undergone training in the related subjects would be recruited and classes would be conducted in the evenings for these students. This would ensure that there are a higher percentage of students passing out of 10th and 12th board exams. There are similar coaching classes being conducted all over the state but they come at a price and most of the rural children do not have the financial resources to attend these private coaching centers.

The special coaching centers are yet to be set up and HEALDS would like ASHA to fund this project.

Healds is working well with the community and getting them involved in most of their projects. For ongoing self-study centers their proposal is to provide for a small financial assistance to motivate the staff.

For the special coaching classes, there are some questions as to the quality of finding the right teaching staff. The budget needs to be pruned as I felt the provision for library , admin expenses are beyond the scope at this stage.

Existing Government & Aided Schools in Mohanur Block

Government Schools:

1) Primary Schools


-
53

2) Middle Schools


-
7

3) High School


-
2

4) Higher Secondary School
-
5

Govt. Aided Schools:

1) Primary Schools


-
2

2) Middle Schools


-
1

Total No. Of Schools

-
70

