Update report:

Manoj/ASV(telephone conversation, 12/25/08)

1) I asked him about his father's health (his father has been diagnosed with throat cancer). Manoj and his family have been a little busy because of his father's problems (running around to different doctors, getting medicines etc.). His family has decided not to go in for surgery because the doctors say the cancer is basically very malignant. So they have started some Ayurvedic medications. Manoj will take him to Haridwar around January 20th to a big Ayurvedic ashram.

2) ASV team has been trying to arrange for a hall in Patna (for the exposure camp for kids) - but because this is elections time so most of the halls are booked and they are finding it very difficult to find something. For now they have booked something for Jan 12-14 - in the mean time if they get a better deal then they might change to a different place.

3) Gonwara school: This time the school is open even during winters - this is because the new structure that the village people helped build is better than the previous ones (though it is still made out of hay). It is covered from all the sides so that keeps it a little warmer and children are able to sit in the class for sometime. 

4) Aganwadi center is also working in conjunction with ASV - just to make sure that when the kids grow out of the Anganwadi age limit they can still continue their school activities at Gonwara.

5) Manoj and two other members will go for the Asha conference in Dharamapuri. The other two members are - Manish and Bablu Kumar. All the ASV members decided to send Manish because he is a new member (all the others have been to the previous conferences) and he worked really hard with the ASV team during the flood relief work. The other member is Bablu Kumar - he is not from ASV but belongs to Gyan Sewa Bharati (GSB) - an organization with which ASV/other Asha chapters partnered during the flood relief work. During the flood relief work there were 4 members from GSB and 3 members from ASV who were consistently there in the flood affected area (Supaul).Other than these members, there used to be volunteers from outside who used to stay for only around 6-8 days. Bablu Kumar is one of the most hard working volunteers. GBS gets a part of its funds from one of the Asha Canada chapters.

6) Sewing center: The first batch was started in September and 11 out of the 12 girls are going to graduate in a few days (it is a four months course). All these girls used to come to the Mahe center that ASV runs. In January (Jan 25th - Feb 5th) ASV is organizing a 15-day crash course on more advanced sewing skills for the girls who will graduate in a few days. They are inviting a more advanced teacher for this - she will be paid only for conveyance and food expenses. The new batch that will start in a few days has around 5 married women from the nearby villages. There are two Asha sewing machines and one old machine which belongs to the teacher who conducts the 4-month course.

7) ASV team members are very active with the NREGA work - filling job related forms, spreading awareness about the benefits to the people, making posters etc. They are working in conjunction with Medha Patkar's group called National Alliance of People's Movements. They have printed/or going to print around 1000 posters which cost around 1 rupee each. Manoj said that NREGA work takes a lot of time and it will also be good to set aside a llttle bit of money exclusively for this kind of work. He said that he has sent an NREGA proposal to Sirish about some extra funds for this work. I said I am going to talk to Sirish about this proposal to see what is happening/can be done.

.

