Shruti Site Visit Report

Done by: Shilpa Singhla, UIUC

Date: Jan 16 2007

The following is from an email sent to Asha-UIUC’s projects mailing list. The site visit report itself is a part of the email. Please read the email fully to get a complete understanding of the whole story.

--------

Shilpa had paid a visit to one of our projects we funded last year. Here's an email from Shilpa summarizing the site visit. A few days before the site visit, we had heard about the death of Prof. Vinod Sena, the main person who was running this project. The site visit was aimed at paying condolences to Prof. Sena's family on Asha's behalf as well as finding out what other help we could offer regarding the project, where it stood currently etc. 

Please direct any questions to Shilpa Singhla: <shilpa.singla@gmail.com>

Thanks Shilpa, for the great job!
Shankar

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shilpa Singla <shilpa.singla@gmail.com>
Date: Feb 6, 2007 3:22 AM 
Subject: Re: Shruti site visit
To: Shankar Sadasivam <shankar84@gmail.com>
Cc: Jhanvi Y <jonty.87@gmail.com>
Hi Shankar and Jessica,

 

First of all sorry to get back to you guyz so late, I just came back from India last week, and have been busy to catch up with lots of stuff here. Anyways, I visited Shruti site in Delhi on Jan 16' 07. I met Prof. Sena's daughter, Sonal, who is primarily taking care of the project now. I met Mrs. Sena as well, and paid the family condolences from Asha. 

 

Sonal told me that we'll have to extend the deadline, though she didn't mention any date in particular. Sonal is involved in many other projects herself, and that's why it will take sometime for her to get fully involved in this project. 

 

She also met Soumya couple of weeks before I visited the site, though Soumya didn't get a chance to visit Delhi University, where most of the voice recordings for the books are done. I visited both Shruti site, which is situated at Sonal's (formerly Prof. Sena's) residence and at DU. DU has arranged sound proof rooms for Shruti, where paper books are converted into audio cassettes and electronic texts. Students order and collect books from the University site. There are a bunch of people who were helping Prof. Sena with the project and are still helping Sonal in this project. 

 

There are three computer systems that Shruti is using (at Sonal's residence) out of which two convert the paper books into e-texts. Till now they have converted about 10-15 books into e-texts and are aiming to convert about 1000 books from our project (that's what I remember, but I can be wrong with the numbers). They are converting the books on an on-demand basis of students for now. They are planning to convert all the Humanities texts into audio and e-texts as most of visually challenged students take up Humanities. 

 

Shruti I believe is doing okay money-wise for now but they definitely need more volunteers to convert the books into audio versions. 

 

Besides all the information, Sonal also gave me a few memorable things of Prof. Sena to pass on to Asha, which I'll bring along when I visit Chambana next time, probably at the end of this month. 

 

The official website of Shruti is http://www.shruti.org.in/index.html and is created by Gitanjali Manga . Gitanjali was a big helping hand to Professor Sena and now she is helping out Sonal to learn about details of the project. 
 

The contact info of Sonal is:

Phone: 91-(11)27653809

Cell: 91-9818984232

Email: sonalsena@yahoo.com
 

Please feel free to ask any questions regarding my visit to Shruti and Prof. Sena's family.

 

Thanks,

Shilpa
