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Our vision, mission and belief
An equitable, sustainable society with respect for human rights and dignity, opportunities, protection and participation of the vulnerable sections in their fuller development and well being.

By ensuring participatory democracy, and transparency –

· Organising the unorganised vulnerable sections into people's organization.

· Development actions, education and training of the leaders and of the target community as a whole.

· Making the people's organisation self reliant by sustained effort.

· Bharathi's role as catalyst expert and resource centre, documentation, research, lobby network backed by people's organisation.

It is the people's organisation that can be successful, sustainable, participatory and responsive to the needs and demands of the target community.
ASHA MOTIVATIONAL CENTRES. REPORT  FOR 2003-2004.

Achievements:

At the end of this academic year all the 3 year old motivation centres have been converted into a tution centre or a follow up centre and have been handed over to the community either fully or partly as all the children have been enrolled in the near by Government school. We are planning to start new schools in Vellore district and new centres in Thiruvallur district also. Two centres are now running as full time centres as they are hardly one year old and many children are yet to be motivated and to be enrolled in the government school.

Activities during 2003-04

1. Rajaretnam Nagar:

Saranraj, Ellayyan, Muthammal are standing first in their respective classes in government school. Children studying in our centre are learning the lessons well before they are taken up in their classes, through novel method of teaching .So they excel in their classes. Out of 49 children studying in government school 10 children are not up to the mark. The teacher of our centre Ms.Durga Devi personally visits government school, to teach those children along with the schoolteacher. Drawing with colour powder, different grains, wollen yarn, stones, and sand are also taught.

2. Kulathumedu.

Manju, Kalaivani, Vaideeswari, Ganesh, Manikandan, Vijai, Chitra are standing first not only in studies but in hand writing, drawing, dance and craft also. Tamil is being taught through songs words and games. With the help of stones and pearls addition subtraction multiplication and division are taught. So our students are standing ahead of other village students. Two teachers Ms.Amulu, Ms.Nagajothi of our centre visiting the Government school during morning hours, helping the school teachers. The centre functions from 4.30 p.m to 8.30 p.m.There are two teachers in this centre. The classes are up to 7th std.

3. Senjiagaram:

Suguna,Narasimhan,Chiranjeevi,Kala,Satya are scoring very good marks in government school. Few other students are good in drawing, dance, and clay modeling. The classes are up to 5th std.

4. Kottaikulam.

Priya studying in 5th std ranks first in studies in her class. Valliamma, and Vijayasanthi scored 2nd rank in their respective classes. Sanker, Srinivasan got prizes in drawing competition,whereas Valliamma,Priya Kumar Radha got prizes in sports. Slow learning 8 children have been identified and special classes are taken for them at school premises itself. Children are studying 1-5th std.

5. Kunthelimedu.

Dharani is good in her studies as well as drawing and dance. Similarly Polamma, Kumar, Chenjayya are good in clay modelling.Our duty this year is to see that max no of children should be enrolled in govt school from this centre. Ms Kumari is our teacher at the centre. The school starts at 9 a.m.daily and works up to 4 p.m.with a prayer song followed by physical exercises. Midday meals are provided. This is a full time centre.

6. Elavambedu.

Muthaiyan studying 5th std stands first in his class. Kanaka stands second.Muthaiyan,Chinnaponnu,Nadiya,Kanaka,Valli Muthu  got prizes in independence day sports  and dance competitions, in addition to their academic perfomances.This is a full day school, where midday meals is provided. There are two teachers in this school/centre.

7. K.A.Kandigai

Shanmugam Govindammal and Srinivasan got prizes in sports and drawing competitons.Five children from our centre score very good marks in the school exams. Children are studying 1-3rd std.

8. Thamaraikuppam.

Balaji,Venkatesan,Sakthivel,Satya,Chiranjeevi got prizes in independence day sports competitions.Radha and Uthayamurthy are good in drawing, while Balaji and Babu are good in clay modeling.Slow learning 10 children are being given special attentition in government school itself. The classes are up to 7th std.Daily morning the teacher is working in the government school.

9. Mullai Nagar:

Roja 5th std, Valli 2nd std are the meritorious students. They are good in studies, dance, sports and games, and grasping power. The classes are up to 6th std.Out of 24 children not attending the government school, 16 are grownup and 8 are of primary group. They are not regular even in attending the tuition centre. The process of making them attending the centre is going on.

10. Teachers education:

The following teachers have enrolled themselves in M.A. sociology in Annamalai University under Open University system. They have appeared for the entrance exam and got through.

1. R.Manohar.Teacher-Elavambedu.


2. C.Durgadevi. Teacher-Rajaratnam nagar.


3. R.Amulu. Teacher-Kulathumedu.


4. S.Selvi. Teacher-Thamaraikuppam.


5. S.Mariamma. Teacher-Senjiagaram.


6. D.Kumari. Teacher-Kunthelimedu.

The following teachers enrolled themselves for B.A. sociology in the same university. All of them appeared for the entrance exam, and got through the entrance exams


1. C.Suresh.Teacher-Kottaikulam.


2. R.Bhavani.Teacher -Elavambedu.


3. C.Usha.Teacher-Kulathumedu.


4. B.Nagajothi.Teacher-Mullai Nagar


5. S.Nirmala.Teacher-Kunthelimedu.

  We have paid admission, entrance and one year tution and exam fees for the above teachers. 

11. Irula children beaten up.

Two girl children  from Arungulam village,Thiuvallore taluk, studying 1st std and 3rd std in government school and attending our motivation centre at K.A.Kandigai are beaten up sevearly by the headmistress in front of the villagers, students, parents and two police constables on the complaint that they have stolen Rs.150/from the hand bag of a teacher.

The children afraid of severe beating accepted the theft and their parents borrowed money from a pawnbroker and gave it to the teacher. The parents of the irula children who are attending our motivation centre at K.A.Kandigai decided not to send their children to school anticipating similar torture in future. Bharathi trust took up the matter to the Asst educational officer govt of T.N.Thiruvalangadu, the concerned police station who also participated in the inhuman behavior, and the district collector. Simultaneous enquiries were conducted by the educational department as per the instruction by the collector, at the school as well as in the village. It was proved that the action taken by the headmistress was wrong and inhuman. She expressed that she will behave properly in future, and requested concerned parents to forgive her and send the children as usual. We are following up the matter very closely. During the conciliatory meeting the villagers have promised to provide food and to meet the education related expenses for those affected children. Now the parents are also willing to send their wards to the school.

Future plan

1.SengiagaramThe present teacher Ms.Mariamma will look after the newly started the balwadi to take care of irula children below 6 years and this is going to be a creative learning centre. Ms Jayashri Janardhan of asha has financed this project. All the 50 children studying in this centre have been enrolled in nearby Govt School, and evening tution centre is now conducted. This activity is going to continue during 2004-05 also. Ms.Bhavani now working in Elavambedu is going to be appointed as a part time teacher who will be paid by the community and a part by Bharathi.

2. Rajarathinam nagar.It is fishing village. At present fishing activity greatly hampered due to monsoon failure. The motivation centre is an evening tution centre, as all the children are enrolled in the Govt School. This centre need full support this year up to rainy season. It may be noted the monsoon has failed for the third consecutive year. There are 75 children studying in this centre, all have been already enrolled in govt school.Ms.Ammulu, will look after the school during evening hours 

3. Kolathumedu.In this centre there are 63 children studying. It is an evening tution centre, as all the children have been enrolled in the Govt School.  The community will take care of this centre. One local educated youth will be recruited and he will be paid part time salary by the community. The sarpam sangam will see to it.Usha the present teacher will go to Nandiambakkam new motivational centre.

4. Mullai nagar. Due to monsoon failure for the third consecutive year, resulting the virtual stoppage of all agri activities, the community is unable to take up the entire expenses of the centre. It is an evening tuition centre as all the children have been enrolled in the Govt School. The present teacher will go to Vellore dist motivational centre; one local educated youth will be identified for running the centre. Both Bharathi and community will pay his salary

5. Elavambedu.There will be 20 children in this centre and 64 children are going to be enrolled in the govt school during 2004-05.Now the village has one SSA teacher (Sarva shiksha abhiyan scheme by central govt) The Headmaster of the govt school and the SSA teacher don't want our 20 children to be enrolled in govt school as the SSA teacher post would be abolished. At present this SSA teacher is helping the Govt School. But we said we want all irula children to be enrolled. So we are unable to say weather all the children will be enrolled or not. Anyhow we have budgeted Rs500/month towards our tution centre teacher salary. Mr.Manohar working in this school will go to new school at Nandiambakkam.

6. Kottangulam:  Mr. Suresh working in this centre is going to be a full time teacher as Ms.Selvi working in this centre is going to Vellore dist motivation centre. Bharathi will contribute Rs200/month towards his salary. Parents in this village have decided to contribute a part. The headmaster is also trying to bring him under SSA scheme. He will help the Govt School in Kottangulam.

7. K.A.Kandigai. There are 13 children studying in this evening centre. We have to find out a local educated youth for a part time teacher post as all the children have been enrolled in the govt school.Bharathi will contribute  a part  towards the  salary of the teacher.

8. Kundalimedu. There are 90 children studying in this centre. This is a full time centre and we provide food also. The school has been started two years back and we need one more year to continue.

9. Nandiambakkam. It is an irula village in Ponneri taluk of Thiruvallur dist. All the irulas are rat pickers. There are no basic amenities for the irulas in this village. They are living in streets and open grounds. The sarpam sangam has just entered into the village and the irulas requested the sarpam for a school. There are 75 irula children in this village.31 children  below 5 years and 44 above 6 years. There is sexual abuse on girl children and we need a complete medical check up and counseling.  Mr.Manoharan our teacher initiated this school and he is running it for the past 4 month. Ms.Usha now working in Kulathumedu will join this school in the new academic year. 

10. Senjiamman nagar.It is a small island covered by the back waters near Rajaratnam nagar. The people go for market and school only by boat. From this village only 7 children are going to school by boat and 35 children are not attending school. All this children go for fishing work They will attend the school after they come back in the afternoon. So our teacher Ms.Amulu who is working in Rajaratnam nagar tution centre will teach the children from 2 to 4 pm.

11. Thamaraikuppam All the 30 children studying in the centre have been enrolled in the near by Govt. school. It is an evening tuition centre. The community will pay 50% of the teacher salary and the balance amount will be paid by the Bharathi trust.

Asha motivational centres. District: Thiruvallore.

Period: 2003-04

	Name of the centre.
	No of chil'n studying in Govt school
	Studying in our centre.
	Teacher's name.

	1.Rajarethinam nagar

2. Kulathumedu.

3.Senjiagaram

4. Kottaikulam.

5. Kunthelimedu.

6. Elavembedu.

7. K.A.Kandigai.

8. Thamaraikuppam.

9. Mullainagar.

      Total
	75

63

50

33

31

64

13

30

43

404
	75

63

50

37

90

84

20

30

43

492
	C.Durgadevi

C.Usha.M.Amulu.

B.Mariammal

C.Suresh. Manohar

S.Sumitra,Kumari.

Bhavani.Nirmala.

A.Sridevi.

V.Selvi.

B.Nagajothi.


*Centres at Kundelimedu and Elavambedu are full day schools whereas the other centres are evening tution centres. Mid day meals is provided in Kunthelimedu and Elavambedu centres.Mr. Manohar is helping Elavambedu centre and visiting a new village Athipattu (Nandiambakkam)in Ponneri taluk and teaching, telling stories, singing  and  playing with irula children there, as requested by the irula community. The irulas in this village have been migrated to this village and their means of living is rat catching and their children are also doing the same. They requested sarpam sangam to provide a teacher and they will provide place and other facilities for their children's education.
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