Site Visit: Neehar (Vanchit Vikas), Pune

Site Visit done by: Prasoon Diwakar Asha UFlorida

Date: 24th Dec, 2006

I visited the Neehar poject on 24th Dec morning. Most of the kids have gone to school. Of the 72 kids only 5-10 who had to stay back because of being sick were present in the morning. We went and talked to Mrs Sandhya about the history of organization in detail. We also met other staff members there and met the kids who were sick. Many kids were hurt cause of stones or dagad as they called in marathi. The location of project is in outskirts of Pune in area called wadegaon shinde and it’s a rocky terrain. Thts why there are lots of stones and pebbles inside the residential area walkway and children get hurt while playing. Neehar budget has requested for funds to repair the internal roads so that stones and pebbles can be get rid of.

While we waited for kids to return from schools, we decided to go to the stationary shop to buy some notebooks fro them. When we returned back we saw few of the kindergarten Neehar kids returning back along with Neehar staff. We stopped the auto and asked them to come in and they were very excited to join us. One of the kids Rohit, he talked in Hindi and Marathi both and he introduced all the other kids to us. The kids were not shy, not scared of talking to us and full of self esteem.
Looking at the notebooks we brought they were extremely happy to receive the gifts, contrary to my expectations that they would be more excited to see other things instead of books! I took a tour of the residential place and met different kids and took a look at their school work, arts and crafts work. It was Sankranti time and all the kids gathered together to apply menhdi to each other in common room. Their I got to talk to all of them about their daily routine and about their school life.
One of the very striking features in all the kids was their confidence and high self esteem in eyes of these kids. The kids were not shy, rather were forthcoming and expressed themselves well. Staff and children seem to have very close relationship and this is very important for residential projects like this. Staff ate Neehar are very motivated and kids form part of their family. One of the girls from Neehar was going to get married to son of a village head and that goes on to show that Neehar is getting lots of support from local community and this is very important for the project in becoming sustainable. I recommend that Asha UFlorida fund project Neehar as this a good project to support and we can learn a lot from this project.
Prasoon,

Asha UFlorida Volunteer.
